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Fourth  Reunion, 


INTRODUCTORY. 


I  By  direction  of  the  Society,  at  its  meeting  at  Indianap- 

» H  olis,  a  Local  Committee,  consisting  of  General  James  Bar- 

nett,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Calvin  Goddard,  and  Captain 
William  C.  Bunts,  was  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  Fourth  Annual  Reunion,  to  he  held  at  Cleveland,  on  the 
24th  and  25th  days  of  November,  1870. 

This  Committee  was  enabled  to  avail  itself  of  the  co- 
operation of  a  General  Committee  of  the  citizens  of  Cleve- 
land, which  took  upon  itself  many  of  the  preliminary  details 
for  the  meeting.  The  following  circular  was  addressed,  on 
behalf  of  the  Society,  to  all  our  Comrades : 

Society  of  the-  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Cleveland,   October  6,  1870. 

Comrade: — The  duty  is  assigned  to  us  of  reminding  you  that 

the  next  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 

-    '  berland  will  take  place  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  on  the  24th  and 

25th  days  .of  November  next;  and  we  are  directed  to  extend    to 

you  a  fraternal  and  cordial  invitation  to  be  present. 


6  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

The  general  objects  of  the  Society,  now  too  well  known  to  be 
here  stated,  are  sufficient  to  insure  the  presence  of  the  members 
at  the  anniversaries;  but  the  approaching  meeting  will  have  par- 
amount interest  and  importance.  Since  the  Reunion  at  Indianap- 
olis, our  beloved  President,  Major  General  George  II.  Thomas, 
has  received  his  Last  Order,  and  joined  forever  the  departed  and 
historic  Heroes  of  the  Eepublic.  His  endeared  memory  and  ex- 
ample remain  to  us,  and  we  will  cherish  the  hallowed  treasure. 
An  oration  on  his  life  and  character  will  be  pronounced  by  Major 
General  James  A.  Garfield,  and  the  vacant  office  will  be  filled 
by  a  new  election. 

The  regular  Annual  Address  will  be  delivered  by  Major  Gen- 
eral J.  M.  Palmer. 

Tho  time  for  this  meeting  was  changed  from  December  to 
November,  to  accommodate  those  of  our  comrades  whom  the  Na- 
tion has  called  to  its  Executive  and  Legislative  councils ;  and  we 
are  thus  assured  of  the  presence  of  many  of  your  distinguished 
brethren  whom  you  last  met  in  the  "  rough  ranks  of  war." 

We  will  only  add  that  a  generous,  hospitable,  and  patriotic 
people  are  anxious  to  welcome  you  to  our  city,  and  your  comrades 
will  joyfully  hear  your  response  at  roll-call. 

That  adequate  arrangements  may  be  made,  we  will  thank 
you  to  apprise  the  Committee  that  it  is  your  purpose  to  attend. 

With  sincere  regard, 

John  Coon, 
G.  M.  Barber, 
J.  H.  Herrick, 
W.  F.  Hinman, 
Eussell  Hastings, 
P.  H.  Hinman, 

Committee  on  Invitations. 


Introductory. 


The  responses  to  the  circular  evinced  not  only  the  strong- 
hold which  this  organization  maintains  on  the  hearts  of  its 
members,  but  also  the  unabated  patriotism  which  was  the 
effective  power  and  glory  of  the  armies  represented. 

The  meetings  were  held  in  Case  Hall,  the  banquet  in 
the  Central  Rink;  and  the  memorial  tribute  to  our  lamented 
Chieftain  lent  a  moderation  and  charmed  zest  to  all  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  sentiment  prevailed,  that,  as  our  ranks  be- 
come thinned,  the  survivors  should  draw  more  closely  to- 
gether; and  it  is  believed  that  our  meeting  in  Detroit,  in 
1871,  will  witness  an  unexampled  attendance  of  our  com- 
rades. 

The  citizens  of  Cleveland  tendered  their  most  liberal 
hospitalities,  and  the  same  were  happily  enjoyed.  The 
Cleveland  Reunion  must  ever  be  remembered  as  an  interest- 
ing and  delightful  event  in  the  history  of  the  Society. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  November  26,  1870. 


r 
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Minutes 


J^  Case  Hall,  Thursday,  November  %4,  1870. 


MORNING  SESSION. 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  adjournment  at  its  last 
regular  meeting,  held  at  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  gathered  at  the 
headquarters  designated  hy  the  Local  Committee  at  the 
Kennard  House,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the  24th  clay  of 
November,  1870,  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  marched  to 
Case  Hall  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  hy  Captain  William 
C  Bunts,  of  the  Local  Executive  Committee. 

Generals  "William  T.  Sherman,  John  M.  Palmer, 
Joseph  Hooker,  Jacob  Ammen,  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  Thomas  J. 
Wood,  Nathan  Kimball,  R.  S.  Granger,  Charles  Cruft,  J. 
A.  Garfield,  Emerson  Opdyke,  were  called  to  the  stand. 

Chaplain  0.  A.  Lyman  opened  the  exercises  with 
prayer. 


10  -0|L>  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Captain  William  C.  Bunts  greeted  the  Society  with 
welcome  in  behalf  of  the  city  of  Cleveland,  in  the  following 
words : 

Comrades  : 

The  pleasing  duty  of  welcoming  you  to  our  beautiful  city  has 
devolved  on  me,  as  one  of  the  Local  Executive  Committee.  In 
doing  so  I  am  almost  overcome  with  mingled  emotions  of  joy  and 
sorrow — of  joy,  that  I  am  permitted  to  greet  so  many  of  those 
brave  patriots  whose  anxious  countenances  have  been  so  often  re- 
flected from  the  camp-fires  that  were  wont  to  illumine  the  front 
of  the  Union  armies — men  who  have  witnessed  those  trying 
hours  of  the  nation,  and  passed  through  the  fieiy  ordeal  of  terri- 
ble war  to  save  it — men  who  from  quiet  and  peaceful  citizens,  be- 
came, as  if  by  magic,  panoplied,  disciplined,  and  perfect  soldiers, 
and  who,  when  the  cause  making  them  soldiers  had  passed  away, 
returned  to  their  honorable  pursuits  of  private  life;  of  sorrow,  in 
the  remembrance  that  in  the  necessity  for  maintaining  free  in- 
stitutions and  an  unbroken  Union,  so  many  of  our  brave  brothers 
in  arms  fell  and  died  by  our  sides;  in  the  remembrance  of  those 
who  have  heretofore  assembled  with  us  on  occasions  like  this  of 
to  day,  and  who  since  our  last  meeting  have  been  called  to  unite 
with  comrades  gone  before;  and  in  the  remembrance  of  him 
whose  name  and  memory  are  dearest  in  our  hearts,  whose  kind 
voice  and  honest  face  we  had  longed  most  to  hear  and  see,  by 
whom  it  Was  an  honor  to  have  been  commanded,  and  to  be  a 
friend  of  whom  we  all  feel  proud  to  know  we  were,  whose  career 
as  a  soldier,  citizen,  and  friend,  it  is  virtue  to  emulate.  Unswerv- 
ing honesty,  unyielding  patriotism,  devoted  husband,  faithful 
friend,  are  but  synonyms  of  the  name  of  our  beloved  President, 
General  George  II.  Thomas. 

Comrades — In  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Cleveland,  I  bid  you 
here  to-day  a  hearty  welcome.  They  know  your  record  and  the 
history  of  your  merited  renown  by  heart.  They  were  not  un- 
mindful of  your  wants  and  sacrifices  from  the  beginning  to  the 
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close  of  the  war;  and  those  kind  hearts  who  here  organized  the 
first  Soldiers'  Aid  Society,  forming  a  nucleus  for  the  most  bene- 
ficial and  successful  of  sanitary  arrangements,  are  still  here,  and 
beat  in  unison  with  yours  to-day.  As  they  remembered  you  in 
those  dark  hours,  sympathized  in  your  struggles,  and  provided  for 
your  health  and  comfort,  so  to-day  they  grasp  you  by  the  hand, 
and  with  the  warmest  pulsations  of  love  and  friendship,  welcome 
you  to  their  city,  and  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  their  homes  ; 
and  assure  you  of  their  most  sincere  desire  for  your  enjoyment 
and  pleasure.  1  congratulate  you  upon  the  prosperous  condi- 
tion of  our  Society,  on  the  manifest  interest  that  is  felt  by  all  of 
the  members  in  its  continuation  and  preservation,  and  the  entire 
harmony  and  good  feeling  that  has  heretofore  prevailed,  and  that 
still  exist  among  us.  That  wise  provision  in  the  by-laws,  forbid- 
a*  ding  the  introduction  or  discussion    of  political  subjects    in  our 

meetings,  removed  the  elements  dangerous  to  our  unity  and 
success  ;  and  we  find  ourselves  here  to-day  a  band  of  brothers, 
united  by  those  enduring  ties  of  friendship  and  respect  which 
were  formed  while  struggling  for  a  common  and  glorious  cause  ; 
and  unanimously  resolved  that  in  our  meetings  and  re-unions 
the  word  "politics"  shall  be  forever  blotted  from  our  vocabu- 
laries. 

Comrades — The  presidential  chair  of  this  Society  having  be- 
come vacant  by  the  death  of  our  noble  old.  chief,  another  must 
preside  over  the  deliberations  of  this  meeting,  but  we  may  imag- 
ine, and  I  trust  will  feel,  that  the  spirit  of  "Old  Pap"  Thomas  is 
with  us,  and  will  watch  over  us.  No  enemy  of  his — if  ho  had  an 
enemy — will  be  called  upon  now,  or  ever  hereafter,  to  fulfill  his 
duties.  The  executive  duties  of  this  meeting  devolve  upon  no 
stranger  among  us,  but  on  one  whom  we  recognize  with  pride. 
You  remember  him  wrho  took  command  at  Bowling  Green,  and 
you  know  the  hero  of  Stone  River,  whose  unyielding  spirit, 
indomitable  will,  dashing  presence,  courageous  conduct,  and  bril- 
liant maneuvers,  turned  defeat  into  victory,  and  made  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  renowned  for  its  pugnacity  and  esprit  du  corps, 
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and  opened  up  for  it  a  career  of  militar}-  achievements  that  will 
ever  blaze  with  splendor  in  the  brightest  pages  of  our  national 
history.  I  need  hardly  tell  you  that  we  call  him  "Rosy."  And 
now,  Comrades,  after  having  said  to  you  again,  "  Welcome,  and 
God  bless  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,"  I  turn 
over  the  executive  duties  of  this  meeting  to  the  ranking  Vice- 
President,  the  friend  of  Thomas,  and  our  old  Commander,  Gen- 
eral W.  S.  RoSECRANS. 

Major  General  William  S.  Rosecrans,  senior  Vice-Pres- 
ident, was  then  conducted  to  the  chair,  and  was  received  by 
the  Society  with  enthusiastic  applause.  lie  expressed  the 
pleasure  he  experienced  in  being  present,  modified  by  the  sad- 
ness  which  all  felt  from  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
duties  of  presiding  officer  devolved  upon  him. 

The  Society  called  upon  their  distinguished  comrades  who 
occupied  the  platform  for  speeches.  In  response  they  spoke 
nearly  as  follows : 

General  Sherman  said : 

I  can  scarcely  find  words  to  express  my  thanks  to  you 
for  this  cordial  reception,  and  the  happiness  I  feel  that  I 
can  meet  so  many  of  those  who  stood  by  my  side  during  our 
country's  dark  hours.  We  were  soldiers  in  war,  and  we  are 
brothers  in  peace,  bound  together  by  ties  that  can  not  be 
sundered.  I  am  glad  to  see  }7ou  all  looking  so  healthy  and 
happy,  and  I  trust  you  may  live  long,  be  good  citizens, 
and  help  to  make  our  Nation  the  admiration  of  the  civilized 
world.  We  fought  not  in  anger  1  It  was  from  a  sense  of  honor, 
of  pride,  of  duty  to  our  Government.  Europe  was  looking 
upon  us  with  contempt  and  disdain ;  France  and  Germany 
were  laughing  at  our  disintegrated  government,  whose  democ- 
racy was  too  weak  to  hold  together. 
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But  now  we  read  of  a  war  between  these  countries,  of  vast 
armies  tramping  the  battle  plain,  and  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  men  shut  up  in  Paris.  I  don't  believe  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  would  consent  to  be  shut  in  as  long  as  they 
have!  We  have  always  regarded  France  as  the  impersonation 
of  military  skill  and  courage,  and  physique,  and  we  can  scarcely 
believe  that  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  are  actually 
shut  up  in  that  city.  I  am  not  making  a  speech.  I  am  only 
whiling  away  the  time  until  some  business  can  be  prepared 
for  the  meeting.  Once,  I  confess,  I  was  a  man  of  action  ;  but 
now  I  am  content  to  keep  silent  and  read  of  the  actions,  of 
other  men.  I  hope  you  may  become  great  men,  in  military 
or  civil  life,  and  then  I  will  gladly  take  a  back  seat.  This 
is  not  the  proper  time  for  me  to  speak,  as  I  am  expected  to 
occupy  a  portion  of  your  time  at  the  banquet  to-morrow  night, 
and  as  there  are  others  here,  who  are  far  better  speakers 
than  I,  I  give  way  to  them,  again  thanking  you  for  this  kind 
reception. 

General  Hooker  responded : 

I  came  somewhat  reluctantly  to  this  meeting,  on  account  of 
my  enfeebled  condition,  and  should  have  been  still  more  reluc- 
tant if  I  had  known  what  use  you  were  going  to  put  me  to. 
When  General  Sherman  transferred  the  talking  to  other  gentle- 
men I  know  he  didn't  mean  me.  I  am  not  a  talker  ;  I  don't  want 
you  to  think  I'm  one.  I  am  always  willing  to  do  my  duty  in  my 
own  line,  but  out  of  it  I  want  some  one  to  do  it  for  me.  There 
are  plenty  of  young  lawyers  and  others  here  who  can  talk. 
Why  don't  you  call  on  them?  I  am  glad,  delighted,  to  see 
so  many  of  m}r  old  friends  and  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  I'm  ready  for  the  next  war!  It  will  be  with  Can- 
ada, and  it  is  bound  to  come.  We  want  no  British  possessions 
nearer  than   across  the  Atlantic  ocean.     We  don't  want  to  buy 
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Canada,  we  want  to  whip  her.     Once  more,  my  friends  and  com- 
rades, I  am  rejoiced  to  meet  with  you,  to  enjoy  this  reunion. 

General  Palmer  said : 

Comrades : 

These  gentlemen,  General  Sherman  and  General  Hooker, 
sa}T  they  are  not  talkers,  and  I  will  sajT  it  is  not  my  time  to  talk  ; 
I  am  posted  for  something  more  formal  to-morrow.     I  did  a  little 
fighting,  though  not  as  much  as  Sherman  and  Hooker,  but  I've 
done  more  talking  than  both  of  them  put  together.     I  am  very 
happy  to  greet  my  old  comrades,  and  I  can  say  now  some  things 
that  I   could    not   in   a  formal    address.     Our  honored    presiding 
officer  belongs  to  this  Society,  while  General  Sherman  and  Gen- 
eral Hooker  are  entitled  to  membership  in  any  army  Society. 
I  need  not  say  that  I  mean  "  Rosy."     He  belongs  to  us,  and  we 
belong   to   Sherman    and    Hooker.      I  do  not  know   whether  I 
am  paying  the  highest  compliment  to  them  or  to  "Rosy" — one 
in    that   of  respect,  and    the    other    is    what  we    call    in    Illinois, 
-'Sucker  good  will."     It  is  idle  for  me  to  speak  of  Sherman  and 
Hooker.     "Rosy"  joined  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  just  at  the 
beginning  of  great  movements,  and  from  the  first  he  commanded 
our  confidence  and  our  love.     I  would  not  like  to  repeat  all  the 
hard  things  I  said  about  him  while  I  was  under  him.     The  right 
to  abuse  a  superior  officer  wtip  one  thi.t  none  of  us  would  surren- 
der under  any  circumstances.     I  used  to  say  all  I  felt,  but  how 
much  that  was  I  can  not  remember.     I  have  forgotten   it  all   now. 
I  am  glad  to  sec  present  to-day  gallant  representatives  of  other 
armies.     We  have  all  come  together  to  have  a  good  time.     There 
are  certain  formalities  and  usages  that  must  be  observed,  but  our 
object  is  to  have  a  good  time.     When  wo  were  in   war  some  of 
us  were  high  privates,  some  had  those  things  upon  the  shoulders 
with  ono  bar,  two  bars,  leaves  or  stars,  as    indications  of  rank, 
and  we  all  know  how  we  valued  them  then,  but  to-day  we   all 
meet  as  soldiers  on  an  equality.     Sherman  and  Rosecrans  used  to 
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outrank  us,  but  to-day  they  are  no  better  than  anybody  else.  I 
used  to  touch  my  hat  to  them,  but  I  shall  not  do  it  to-day.  We 
are  all  brethren — there  are  no  words  of  command.  Let  us  do 
what  we  came  for — enjoy  ourselves,  and  have  a  good  time. 

Generals  Wood  and  Davis  excused  themselves  from 
making  speeches,  with  thanks  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
calls  upon  them. 

General  Koyes  being  called  upon  said  : 

He  had  not  met  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  before,  since  it 
united  with  the  Army  of  the   Tennessee,  near  Chattanooga,  when 
they  started  together  on  that  pic-nic   excursion  to  the  sea,  by 
the  way  of  Atlanta.      Although    he   had  a  wooden   leg  he  was 
L  no  stump  speaker.     While  Europe  was  being  drenched  with  blood 

and  devastated  by  the  horrors  of  war,  we  had  great  cause  for 
thanksgiving  that  we  were  enjoying  peace  and  prosperity — dis- 
tracted by  no  sectional  ditferences,  and  having  no  animosities 
toward  other  nations. 

General  Kimball  thanked  the  Society  and  excused  him- 
self by  calling  out  General  Garfield,  who  said  : 

It  is  not  my  time  to  make  a  speech,  but  you  seem  determined 
to  make  me  say  something,  and  I  am  in  the  same  fix  that  a  detach- 
ment of  cavalry  was  that  General  Sherman  once  met.  He 
thought  they  were  not  going  fast  enough  and  told  the  command- 
ing officer  to  gallop.  "But  where  shall  I  gallop  to?"  said 
he.  "Why  gallop!  Gallop  anywhere,  but  d — n  it,  gallop!"  I 
will  tell  you  a  little  story  about  Chattanooga.  One  day  when 
we  were  all  hard  at  work  building  fortifications,  General  Eose- 
crans  came  riding  along  the  lines  making  short  speeches  to  the 
men.  There  was  a  tall,  lank  fellow,  with  the  fat  all  worn  off  by 
hard  campaigning,  sitting  upon  a  log,  eating  soup  out  of  a  confis- 
cated domestic  utensil.  As  "Eosy"  rode  by,  after  making  a 
little  speech,  I  heard  the  fellow  exclaim :  "Less  blowing  and  more 
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sow-belly  bacon  would  suit  me  a  durned  sight  better !"  I  am 
glad  to  meet  you  all  to-day.  How  we  all  felt  as  we  saw  Gen- 
eral Hooker  hobbling  along,  unable  to  walk  without  assistance  ! 
May  it  be  many  years  before  he  goes  up  higher  among  the  clouds 
than  he  did  at  Lookout  Mountain  !  We  are  all  equal  here,  as 
General  Palmer  has  said.  We  know  each  other  by  our  first 
names,  and  we  call  them  as  we  used  to  in  the  army,  "  Bill "  Sher- 
man and  "Joe"  Hooker,  and  "Tom"  Wood,  and  "Bob" 
Granger  !  I  gladly  join  with  you  in  the  hope  that  wo  may 
have  a  good  time  together. 

Generals  Ammen,  Granger,  and  Opdyke,  each  excused 
himself  in  a  few  happy  words. 

After  a  few  remarks  on  the  business  of  the  Society,  by 
the  presiding  officer,  on  motion  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet 
at  half  past  three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Thursday,  November  24,  1870. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The     Society    met    pursuant    to     adjournment.      The 
presiding  officer,  General  Rosecrans,  called  the  Society  to  |, 

order,  and  announced  the  following  Committees :  i. 

Committee  on  Time  and  Place  of  Next  Meeting : 

General  Charles  Cruft,  Indiana.  > 

General  William  L.  Stoughton,  Michigan. 
General  B.  D.  Fearing,  Ohio. 
Colonel  G.  C.  Wharton,  Kentucky. 
Major  L.  II.  Drury,  Illinois. 

Committee  on  Orator  and  Alternate  : 

General  T.  J.  Wood,  Ohio. 
General  Nathan  Kimball,  Indiana. 
General  N.  L.  Anderson,  Ohio. 

Committee  on  Memorials : 

General  T.  F.  Brown,  Illinois. 

Colonel  Henry  Stone,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Colonel  J.  E.  Jacobs,  Missouri. 

Colonel  Willtam  McMiciiael,  Pennsylvania. 

Captain  J.  P.  Drouillard,  Tennessee. 
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Committee  on  Nomination  of  Officers: 

General  J.  A.  Garfield,  Ohio. 
General  E.  Opdyke,  New  York. 
General  E.  S.  Granger,  Ohio. 
General  Jacob  Ammen,  Ohio. 
General  C.  H.  Grosvenor,  Ohio. 
General  Benjamin  LeFevre,  Ohio. 
Colonel  J.  E.  Jacobs,  Missouri. 

Committee  on  Publication :  J 

General  Henry  M.  Cist,  Ohio. 

Major  William  D.  Bickiiam,  Ohio. 

I 
Captain  William  C.  Bunts,  Ohio. 

General  J.  S.  Fullerton,  Treasurer  of  the  Society, 
submitted  his  annual  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  on 
motion  referred  to  an  Auditing  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Chair,  consisting  of  Generals  H.  A.  Barnum,  A.  C. 
Ducat,  and  W.  D.  Whipple. 

General  Nathan  Kimball,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publication,  reported  as  follows : 

The  undersigned,  Committee  on  Publication  of"  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Third  Eeunion,  held  at  Indianapolis,  on  the  15th 
and  16th  of  December,  1869,  respectfully  report  that  they 
deemed  it  best  to  follow  the  general  plan  of  arrangement  adopted 
in  the  first  volume  published  by  the  Society.  The  book  was 
published,  on  contract,  by  Messrs.  Eobert  Clarke  &  Co.,  of 
Cincinnati,  in  excellent  style.  An  edition  of  fifteen  hundred 
was  ordered  and  furnished  for  the  sum  of  thirteen  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars  and  thirty -five  cents,  being  but  a  fraction 
over  ninety  cents  per  volume.     This  edition  permitted  the  officers 


Minutes,  19 


of  the  Society  to   furnish  one  volume  to  each  member,  and   still 
leave  on  hand   about  five  hundred  volumes  for  future  disposition. 

Nathan  Kimball, 
Charles  Cruft, 
A.  D.  Streight, 

Committee. 

On  motion,  the  time  in  which  the  Committee  of  Board 
of  Trustees  for  the  Record  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
of  which  General  J.  S.  Fullerton  is  Chairman,  were  to 
report,  was  extended. 


General  D.W.  II.  Day  offered  the  following  resolution 


1 : 


Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  former  action  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  relating  to 
incorporation  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  with  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  as  to  the  present  status  of  that  Army  in  this 
organization. 

The  motion  carried.  The  Chair  appointed  Generals 
J.  A.  Campbell,  B.  F.  Scribner,  C.  II.  Grosvenor. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Certificates  of  Mem- 
bership being  called  for,  Colonel  Hunter  Brooke,  in  view 
of  the  next  preceding  motion  and  questions  raised  there- 
upon, asked  for  further  time  in  which  to  report. 

Request  granted. 

General  J.  A.  Garfield  then  read  a  letter,  addressed 
to  himself,  from  Professor  D.  II.  Maiian,  of  West  Point, 
relative  to  measures   to  be  adopted    to  properly  secure    to 
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the  country  the  remembrance  of  General  George  IT. 
Thomas  : 

West  Point,  November  21,  1870. 

MY  DEAK  SIR: 

I  have  been  waiting  and  hoping  to  see  a 
movement  by  some  influential  loyal  association  to  memorialize 
Congress  for  a  national  monument  to  that  pure  patriot,  great 
soldier,  and  disinterested  citizen,  the  late  General  George  H. 
Thomas. 

The  present  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum-  I. 

berland  seems  a  fitting  moment,  and  that  body  itself  a  most  ap- 
propriate one  for  inaugurating  some  movement  of  this  character. 
Though  feeling  that  I  am  but  uttering  what  is  in  the  hearts  of 
many  members  of  that  body,  I  have  ventured  to  call  your 
attention  to  it.  ) 

Such  a  monument  seems  the  more  called  for  from  the 
nation  when  we  contrast  the  course  taken  by  this  noble  man 
with  that  of  the  late  rebel  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  for  whom 
the  present  governor  of  Virginia,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  in 
a  special  message  to  the  State  legislature,  has  suggested  some 
public  monument  by  the  State. 

Very  truly  yours, 

D.  II.  MAIIAN. 

After  remarks  upon  the  subject  by  Generals  Garfield, 
Whipple,  and  the  Chair,  it  was  on  motion  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Memorials.  General  Nathan  Kimball  offered 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  report 
to  this  Society,  to-morrow,  the  proper  mode  of  expressing  its 
sorrow  over  the  death  of  General  Thomas,  and  some  suitable 
plan   of  perpetuating  his   memory,  and  that  all   correspondence 
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and   resolutions,   touching    the   same   be    referred   to    that    Com- 
mittee. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Generals  Garfield,  Palmer,  Wood,  Grosvenor,  and 
Crupt,  were  appointed  as  that  Committee.  It  was  stated 
by  the  Chairman  that  this  Committee  would  act  in  concert 
with  the  Committee  on  Memorials. 

General  Barnum  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  be  authorized 
to  sell  at  publisher's  cost,  the  remaining  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  first  meeting  that  he  has  on  hand  to  the  members  of  the 
Society,  reserving  always  fifty  copies. 

Surgeon  Ezra  Head  offered  the  following  resolution, 
concerning  pensions,  which  was  adopted: 

Whereas,  By  the  present  law  of  Congress  on  the  subject 
of  granting  pensions  to  persons  disabled  in  the  military  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  no  applicant  can  have  the 
benefit  of  a  pension  commencing  at  the  date  of  his  disability, 
except  application  has  been  made  within  five  years  therefrom; 
and 

Whereas,  Five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  there  yet  remain  many  meritorious  soldiers  and  officers 
who  for  various  reasons  have  not  made  application  for  the  pen- 
sions to  which  they  are  entitled;  now,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  all  pensions  which  heretofore,  or  which  may 
hereafter  for  three  years  be  granted,  on  account  of  death  accru- 
ing, disease  contracted,  or  wounds  received  in  the  military  or 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  should    commence   from   the 
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date  of  death  or  disability,  as  shown  by  the  proof  made  on  the 
application  for  the  term  of  three  years,  in  addition  to  the  five 
years  now  expired. 

Resolved^  That  we,  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  earnestly  recommend  this  subject  to  the  speedy 
attention  and  favorable  action  of  the  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress. 

General  H.  M.  Cist,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Memorials,  reported  that  memorials  had  been  prepared  of 
General  IIasbrouck  Davis,  Colonel  James  S.  Boyd,  Cap- 
tain William  Harmon,  Major  George  Burroughs,  and 
General  S.  J.  McGroariy,  which  were  presented  to  the  So- 
ciety, and  the  same  were,  on  motion,  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  the  next  annual  volume  of  Reports. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  till  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  to 
hear  at  that  time  the  oration  of  General  Garfield  upon  the 
character  and  career  of  General  George  II.  Thomas. 
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Case  Hall,  Friday,  November  25,  1870. 

The  Society  gathered  at  headquarters,  and  at  11  o'clock 
marched  to  Case  Hall. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  General  W.  S.  Rose- 
crans.  The  Secretary  submitted  his  report  of  Thursday's  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Officers  of  the  Society 
for  the  ensuing  year,  through  General  Grosvenor,  their  Chair- 
man, submitted  the  following  report  : 

"We  recommend  for 

PRESIDENT. 
Major  General  W.  S.  Rosecrans. 

Vice  Presidents. 

General  J.  D.  Cox,  of  Ohio. 
General  Nathan  Kimball,  of  Indiana. 
General  Thomas  J.  Wood,  of  Kentucky. 
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Captain  J.  P.  Drouillard,  of  Tennessee. 

General  W.  L.  Stouguton,  of  Michigan. 

General  Joseph  Hooker,  of  New  York. 

General  W.  W.  Lowe,  of  Iowa. 

General  G.  W.  Mindell,  of  New  Jerse}'. 

General  John  A.  Martin,  of  Kansas. 

General  \Y.  D.  Whipple,  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

General  P.  II.  Sheridan,  of  Illinois. 

General  Yan  Cleve,  of  Minnesota. 

Colonel  P.  II.  Ramsey,  of  Pennsylvania. 

General  John  C.  Starkweather,  of  Wisconsin. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles  B.  Lamborn,  of  Missouri. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
General  II.  M.  Cist. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  W.  Steele. 

Treasurer. 
General  J.  S.  Pullerton. 

General  Rosecrans  called  General  Nathan  Kimball  to 
the  chair. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  then  accepted. 

The  persons  recommended  by  the  Committee  were  elected 
by  acclamation. 

General  Rosecrans  was  then  conducted  to  the  chair,  and 
in  a  few  remarks  thanked  the  Society  for  the  honor  conferred 
upon  him,  and  recommended  as  eminently  proper,  as  a  respect- 
ful, reverential,  and  fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  of  General 
Thomas,  our  first  President,  that,  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society, 
a  vacant  chair,  draped  in  mourning,  be  placed  upon  the  plat- 
form. 
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General  1ST.  L.  Anderson  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  At  the  suggestion  of  the  Chair,  that  at  every  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  a  chair,  draped 
in  mourning,  bo  placed  at  the  left  of  the  presiding  Officer,  in 
memory  of  General  George  H.  Thomas. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Colonel  C.  Goddard  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Society  that  paragraph 
1,  Article  III,  of  the  Constitution,  shall  be  construed  to  mean  that 
the  Vice  Presidents,  to  be  elected  annually,  need  not  necessarily 
be  residents  of  the  State  which  they  are  elected  to  represent. 

Adopted. 

General  T.  J.  Wood  asked  that  he  be  allowed  to  with- 
draw from  the  position  of  Vice  President  for  Kentucky. 

The  request  was  submitted  to  the  Society  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  refused. 

Colonel  Hunter  Brooke,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Certificates,  reported  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  preparation  of  a 


"Certificate  of  Membership  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland"  would 
respectfully  report  that  after  a  careful  study  of  all  similar  Certifi- 
cates, they  have  decided  to  offer  the  accompanying  steel  plate,  with 
its  various  issues  and  prints,  on  parchment,  parchment  paper,  and 
plain  paper,  with  the  respective  cost  of  printing:  The  expense  for 
design  was  $100;  for  plate  (steel,  engraved  by  the  best  artist  in 
New  York),  §700  ;  and  for  prints,  in  accordance  with  former  re- 
port made  at  Indianapolis. 

The  striking  of  the  impressions  has  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  Messrs.  Strobridgc  &  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  and  they  have  made 
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ample  arrangements  to  furnish  the  Certificates  as  the  Society  may 
order. 

We  would  also  report  that  since  the  death  of  our  revered 
President,  and  the  real  founder  of  the  Society,  General  George 
H.  Thomas,  your  Committee  took  the  responsibility  of  having  his 
fac  simile  signature  cut,  in  the  shape  of  a  metallic  stencil  press, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  his  name  upon  every  certificate,  to  he 
countersigned  by  the  President  de  facto  of  the  Society,  and  we  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  adoption  of  the  same. 

The  cost  of  the  press,  etc.,  is  $16.  The  Committee  wore  em- 
powered to  act  at  Indianapolis,  and  respectfully  submit  their 
action  for  the  approval  of  the  Society. 

Hunter  Brooke, 
H.  M.  Cist, 
Egbert  II.  Ramsey. 

Report  adopted. 

Colonel  C.  Goddard  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  be  directed  to 
procure  a  sufficient  number  of  certificates  of  membership  printed 
on  parchment,  from  the  plate  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  issue 
the  same  to  the  members,  and  that  the  fac  simile  of  the  signature 
of  General  George  II.  Thomas  be  attached  thereto,  and  that  the 
present  President,  General  W.  S.  Rosecrans,  be  requested  to 
countersign  the  same. 

General  II.  A.  Barnum,  Chairman  of  Auditing  Committee, 
reported  the  Treasurer's  accounts  correct. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  Committee  discharged. 

The  Committee  on  Time  and  Place  made  the  following 
report  through  their  Chairman,  General  Cruft  : 
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The  Committee  on  the  Time  and  Place  for  holding  the  next 
Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  respectfully  report : 

That  two  plans  have  been  suggested  for  the  next  Keunion. 

1.  A  field  encampment  for  three  days  at  some  central  position, 
easily  accessible. 

2.  Meeting  at  some  city,  as  we  have  heretofore  done. 

j 

In  case  an  encampment  should  be  determined  upon,  the  Com- 
mittee recommend  that  it  be  held  on  the  grounds  at  the  Soldiers' 
Home,  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  the  29th,  30th,  and  31st  of  August,  1871. 
Tf  the  usual  plan  is  adopted,  the  Committee  propose  to  the  Society, 
for  its  choice,  the  cities  of  St.  Louis  or  Detroit,  and  recommend 
the  14th  and  15th  of  December,  1871. 

The  Committee  also  submitted  the  following  action  of 
members  of  the  Society,  resident  in  Chicago  :  . 


At  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  resident  in  Chicago,  held  at  the  Sherman  House, 
November  19,  1870,  the  following  action  was  had  : 

Whereas,  Believing  that  some  plan  may  be  adopted,  whereby 
at  our  annual  meetings  a  greater  degree  of  social  intercourse  can 
be  secured  than  has  been  afforded  at  the  hotels  of  the  large  cities, 
where  our  Society  has  heretofore  met: 

Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  resident  in  Chicago,  respectfully  suggest  to  the  So- 
ciety, at  its  meeting  in  Cleveland,  the  propriety  of  appointing  a 
Committee  to  make  arrangements  for  holding  our  next  meeting  as 
a  Field  Encampment,  at  a  suitable  time  and  place. 

Resolved,  That  Major  L.  II.  Drury  be  appointed  to  present 
the  action  of  this  meeting  to  the  Society,  at  its  fourth  annual 
meeting,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland. 

Charles  W.  Davis,  President. 
George  I.  Waterman,  Secretary. 


£S  Arm,y  of  the  Cumberland. 


The  report  was  aceepted. 

After  some  discussion,  it  was  moved  that  the  Society 
adopt  the  usual  method  suggested  by  second  clause  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  Society. 

The  President  appointed  General  N.  L.  Anderson,  Col- 
onel G.  C.  Wharton,  and  Captain  J.  P.  Drouillard,  Tellers, 
and    the  Society  proceeded   to  ballot  on  place,  as  between 

Detroit, 
St.  Louis. 

The  Secretary  announced  the  ballot  for  place: 

St.  Louis — 49. 
Detroit — 57. 

It  was  moved  to  change  the  time  of  meeting  to  the  last 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  August. 

Motion  lost. 

Moved  to  meet  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  December,  anni- 
versary of  the  battle  of  Nashville. 

Motion  lost. 

Moved  to  meet  on  the  15th  and  16th  of  November. 

Submitted  by  the  President  and  carried. 

General  Ciias.  Cruft,  in  the  absence  of  General  Gar- 
field, Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Memorial  to  General 
Thomas,  reported  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

On  the  28th  of  March,  1870,  Major  General  Georoe  IT. 
Thomas,  the  great  soldier,  who  has  presided  over  this  Soeiety  from 
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its  institution,  Fell  at  his  post  with  all  his  harness  on.  His  spirit 
returned  to  God,  who  gave  it,  and  the  memory  of  his  greatness 
and  goodness  is  all  that  is  now  left  to  us.  llis  death  was  a 
national  calamity  and  an  irreparable  loss  to  his  comrades.  There- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  vain  by  words  to  attempt  to  express  our 
loss,  or  to  describe  the  grief  which  pervades  this  Society  in  view 
of  this  sad  event. 

Resolved,  That  the  banners  of  this  Society  be  draped  in 
mourning,  and  that  an  appropriate  memorial  page  be  inscribed 
upon  its  records. 

Resolved,  That  some  fitting  monument  should  be  erected  by 
his  countrymen  to  mark  the  spot  where  the  remains  of  our  be- 
loved commander  rest;  and  that  this  Society  shall  take  the  in- 
itiatory steps  for  its  erection  ;  and  to  that  end  a  committee  of 
one  from  each  State  represented  in  the  Society  be  now  appointed 
to  arrange  some  method  to  procure  the  necessary  funds,  and  to 
provide  a  design,  specifications,  and  estimates  therefor,  and  to  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  shall  appoint  some  comrade  to 
prepare  a  biography  of  General  Thomas,  and  collate  and  arrange 
the  obituary  preceedings  of  the  various  States  and  Associations  in 
honor  of  his  memory,  with  a  view  to  future  publication  by  this 
Society. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  adopted. 

General  T.  J.  Wood,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Orator 
for  1871,  reported: 

The  Committee  to  select  a  comrade  to  deliver  the  Annual 
Address  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society,  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port as  follows  : 


30  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


For  Orator — General  IT.  A.  Barnum. 
Alternate — General  J.  Warren  Keifer. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

General  Wood  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted: 

Resolved.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  General  James  A.  Garfield,  for  the  able  and 
masterly  analysis  of  the  character  of  the  late  lamented  President 
of  the  Society,  for  the  truthful  historical  record  of  his  great  ser- 
vices, and  for  the  lofty  tribute  to  his  memory  and  worth. 

General  Fearing  submitted  the  following  motion  : 

Moved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  wait  upon  the  owner  of 
the  portrait  of  General  Thomas,  and  purchase  the  same  for  the 
Society,  if  deemed  expedient. 

Motion  adopted. 

Chair  appointed  General  B.  I).  Fearing,  General  1ST.  L. 
Anderson,  Colonel  Hunter  Brooke,  as  that  committee. 

General  J.  Barnett,  Chairman  of  the  Local  Executive 
Committee  made  verbal  report,  which  was  on  motion  re- 
ceived. 

General  Anderson  presented  the  following  dispatch  just 
received  by  him  from  General  ITickenlooper,  Corresponding 
Secretary  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  it  is  impossible  forme  to  be  with 
you.  Please  present  the  following  resolution,  passed  at  our  last 
meeting,  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Louisville,  Ky.,  Novem- 
ber 18,  1869: 


-a/ 
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Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  tender  our  greetings  to  kindred 
Societies  of  other  Armies,  and  invite  the  attendance  of  their  mem- 
bers at  our  meetings. 

W.  T.  Sherman,  President. 

L.  M.  Dayton,  Recording  Secretary. 

A.  Hickenlooper,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

General  John  M.  Palmer  moved  that  the  thanks  of  this 
Society  he  tendered  to  General  Barnett  and  his  colleagues 
of  the  Local  Executive  Committee,  and  to  the  citizens  of 
Cleveland,  for  their  attentions  and  hospitality. 

Motion  unanimously  adopted. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Status  of  the  Army 
of  the  Ohio  then  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  undersigned,  to  whom  was  referred  the  question  of  the 
status  of  the  members  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  in  this  organization, 
have  examined  the  subject  matter  of  said  reference  fully,  and 
report : 

At  the  meeting  for  the  organization  of  this  Society,  had  at 
Cincinnati,  February  1,  18G8,  before  the  final  completion  of  the 
organization,  and  before  the  constitution  and  by-laws  had  been 
adopted,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  twenty-third  army  corps,  which  served 
with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  in  the  important  campaign  of 
Franklin  and  Nashville,  while  Major  General  Thomas  was  in 
command  of  the  joint  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  of  the  Ohio,  is 
entitled  to  membership  in  this  association,  and  our  brothers  in 
arms — the  officers -and  soldiers  of  that  corps — are  heartily  invited 
to  take  their  places  in  this  Society. 

At  that  meeting  a  number  of  the  officers  of  tire  twenty-third 
corps  joined  this  Society.  This  resolution  and  the  action  of  the 
twenty-third  corps  fixed  the  status  of  the  members  of  the  Army  of 
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the  Ohio,  and  they  are  members  of  this  Society  of  right  and  not 
by  courtesy  any  more  than  the  members  of  any  other  corps. 

After  the  passage  of  the  resolution  above  referred  to,  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  thus  constituted,  adopted  as 
its  badge  the  badge  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  adopted  in  18G5, 
and  published  in  general  orders,  headquarters  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, June  19,  18G5;  and  that  action  of  the  Society  was  not 
opposed  by  any  member  of  the  twent3r-third  corps  at  that  time, 
although  many  were  present  and  acting  with  the  Society. 

This  having  been  the  condition  of  things  for  over  three  years, 
we  can  not  recommend  any  change  in  the  badge  of  the  Society; 
but  to  accommodate  our  brethren  who  have  come  to  us  from  the 
several  corps,  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  aro  authorized  to  place  the  distinctive  badge  of  the 
corps  of  the  army  to  which  they  have  belonged  upon  the  pin  of 
the  Society  badge. 

B.  F.    SCRIBNER. 

C.  H.    GROSVENOR. 

It  was  moved  to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table  for  one  year. 

General  II.  M.  Cist  moved  as  an  amendment  to  adopt 
the  report.  ; 

Amendment  carried,  and  report  adopted. 


The  President  announced  the  following  Committees: 


On  Monument  to  General  Thomas: 

General  J.  D.  Cox,  Ohio. 
General  Joseph  Hooker,  New  York. 
General  C.  0.  Loomis,  Michigan. 
General  John  M.  Palmer,  Illinois. 
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General  John  A.  Martin,  Kansas. 
General  Wm.  Yandeveer,  Iowa. 
Colonel  Wm.  II.  Sinclair,  Texas. 
General  Nathan  Kimball,  Indiana. 
General  John  T.  Croxton,  Kentucky. 
General  Gates  Thurston,  Tennessee. 
General  John  W.  Bishop,  Minnesota. 
General  R.  II.  Ramsey,  Pennsylvania. 
Surgeon  J.  I).  Bromley,  New  Jersey. 
General  W.  P.  Cogswell,  Massachusetts. 
Colonel  Joseph  Howard,  West  Virginia. 
General  Charles  F.  Manderson,  Nebraska. 
Colonel  J.  W.  Burke,  Georgia. 
General  D.  S.  Stanley,  Dakota  Territory. 
General  Horace  Porter,  District  of  Columbia. 

Local  Executive  Committee  for  1871: 

General  A.  S.  Williams,  Detroit. 
General  J.  G.  Parkiiurst,  Detroit. 
Lieutenant  II.  M.  Duffield,  Detroit. 

On  publication  of  tlie  Life  and  Services  of  General 
Thomas  : 

Chaplain  Thomas  T.  Van  Horne,  of  Piqua,  O. 

The  President  appointed  General  James  Barnett  to  take 
charge  of  the  property  of  the  Society,  with  instructions  to 
hold  the  same  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Local  Executive  Committee  for  1871. 

General  T.  F.  Brown  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Society  be  ex-officio 
Chairman  of  the  Monument  Committee. 
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General  T.  F.  Brown,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Memorials,  made  the  following  request : 

The  Chairman  of  tho  Memorial  Committee  respectfully  re- 
quests the  members  of  the  Society,  that  in  the  event  of  the  death 
of  any  member  of  the  Society  coming  to  their  knowledge,  they 
will  notify  him  by  letter  at  Chicago. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  and  are  hereby 
extended  to  the  several  Railroad  Companies  that  have  furnished 
free  return  tickets  to  members  of  the  Society  attending  this 
meeting. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  to 
listen  to  the  annual  oration  by  General  John  M.  Palmer. 

After  listening  to  the  address,  the  Society,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  tendered  to 
Major  General  John  M.  Palmer  for  his  able  address. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Society  adjourned 
to  meet  at  the  banquet  at  nine  o'clock  p.  m. 

After  which  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  15th 
day  of  November,  a.  d.  1871,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 

John  W.  Steele, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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J.  S.  Fullerton,  Treasurer, 
In  account  with 

The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Dr. 

1869. 

Dec.     15.     To  balance  in  the  Treasury,  this  date,  as  reported 

at  the  Indianapolis  meeting  of  the  Society..  $2,667  05 

Dec.  16.  To  Society  dues  for  the  year  1868-9,  paid  by 
eleven  members  of  the  Society  at  the  Indi- 
anapolis meeting 55  00 

Dec.  16.  To  Society  dues  paid  for  the  years  1869-70  by 
one  hundred  and  four  members  at  the  Indi- 
anapolis meeting 520  00 

Dec.  16.  To  Society  initiation  fees  paid  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  new  members  at  the  Indian- 
apolis meeting,  being  five  dollars  each 625  00 

1870. 
July      2.     To  six  months' interest  on  three  U.S.  5-20  bonds 

of  '67,  $90*coin,  sold  for  currency 101   05 

Aug.    26.     To  repayment  of  postage  paid  in  Society  book 

sent  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield 24 
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Sept.  21.  To  proceeds  of  sale  of  one  U.S.  5-20  bond  of  67 
sold  to  raise  funds  to  pay  for  Society  book 
published  by  Robert  Clarke  &  Co.,  Cincin- 
nati, O.,  sold  at  110}  currency $1,102  50 

Nov.  20.  To  Society  dues  for  the  year  1868-9,  paid  by 
eighteen  members  at  different  periods  since 
the  Indianapolis  meeting.  (For  names  of 
said  members  and  dates  of  payment,  see  Ex- 
hibit A  filed) 90  00 

Nov.  20.  To  Society  dues  for  the  year  1869-70,  paid  by 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  members  at 
different  periods  since  the  Indianapolis 
meeting.  (For  names  of  said  members  and 
dates  of  payment,  see  Exhibit  B  tiled) 685  00 


$5,845   84 


Cr. 

1869. 
Dec.     15.     By  account  of  Col.  Lyman  Bridges  for  express 
charges  paid  by  him   for   Society,  as    per 
voucher  No.  1 $10  00 

Dec.  16.  By  counterfeit  bill  taken  at  Indianapolis  meet- 
ing (see  bill) 5  00 

Dec.  21.  By  express  charges  paid  on  box  of  Army  Society 
books  sent  to  Indianapolis,  as  per  voucher 
No.  2 3  50 

Dec.  21.  Postage  stamps  for  correspondence  with  mem- 
bers   3  00 

1870. 
Jan.       4.     By  amount  paid  for  three  U.  S.  5-20  bonds  of '67 
purchased  as  directed  by  Society,  bought  at 
112}  currency 3,367   50 

Jan.  6.  By  stationery  bill  of  Linson  &  Blythe,  for  print- 
ing circulars  for  distribution  to  members, 
and  envelopes,  as  per  voucher  3 9  00 

Jan.      6,     By  postage  stamps  for  circulars  for  members...  4  50 
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Jan.     24.     By  telegram  to  Col.  Hunter  Brooke  in  relation  to  . 
"certificate  of  membership,"  as  per  voucher 
No.  4 50 

Jan.  26.  By  amount  paid  bill  of  Strobridge  &  Co.  for 
making  designs  of  certificate  of  membership, 
as  per  voucher  No.  5 $100  00 

March  1.  By  bill  of  Linson  &  Blythe  for  printing  circu- 
lars tor  members  in  relation  to  Society  dues, 
and  envelopes,  as  per  voucher  G 13  50 

March  3.     By  postago  stamps  for  circulars 21   00 

March  5.     By  postago  stamps  for  circulars G  00 

April    3.     By  postage  paid  on  manuscript  sent  publishers 

of  Society  Army  book 36 

May  3.  By  amount  of  bill  of  James  Ferguson  for  mak- 
ing list  of  members  of  Society,  and  arranging 
the  same  alphabetically  for  Society  roster, 
as  per  voucher  No.  7 25  00 

July  16.  By  amount  paid  James  Ferguson  for  making 
copy  of  roster  for  publishers  of  Society  book, 
as  per  voucher  No.  8 10  00 

July  19.  By  postage  paid  on  manuscript  sent  to  Publish- 
ing Committee  of  Society  book 30 

Sept.    22.     By  bill  of  Robert  Clarke  &  Co.  for  publishing 

Society  book,  as  per  voucher  No.  9  and  Ex...  1,351  35 

Oct.  3.  By  bill  of  Fry  &  McHenry  for  printing  circu- 
lars for  members  in  regard  to  Society  dues, 
and  distribution  of  Society  books,  as  per 
voucher  No.  10 4  00 

Oct.       3.     By  bill  of  Linson  &  Blythe,  for  envelopes,  as 

pervoucherNo.il 3  50 

Oct.       3.     By  postago  stamps  purchased  for  circulars 13  50 

Oct.  21.  By  postage  stamps  for  correspondence  with 
members,  and  for  sending  invitations  for 
Cleveland  meeting  to  others 4  50 
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Oct.     29.     By  express  charges  paid  on  box  of  Society  flags, 

as  per  voucher  12 $1   25 

Nov.  19.  By  "bill  of  James  P.  Wilton  for  transferring 
names  of  members  from  old  to  new  roster 
(986  names,  with  rank  and  address),  as  per 
voucher  No.  13 10  00 

Nov.    24.     By  balance  cash  in  hand 878  58 

$5,845  84 


1870.         Balance  in  Treasury. 

Nov.    24.     Cash $878  58 

Two  U.  S.  5-20  bonds  of  '67,  each  for  $1,000. 
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GENERAL  JOHN   M.  PALMER. 

Mr.  Vice  President  and  Gentlemen  op  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland: 

When  I  accepted  the  invitation  that  was  so  kindly  ex- 
tended to  me  to  address  you  at  this  reunion,  I  knew  but  little 
of  the  difficulty  or  the  delicacy  of  the  task  I  then  undertook. 

I  recognized  the  act  of  your  Society  as  an  invitation  to 
meet  comrades  and  brethren  in  patriotic  duty,  with  whom  I 
had  shared  in  marches  and  battles,  in  reverses  and  in  victories, 
and  I  realized  that  it  implied  an  expectation  that  I  would 
contribute  something  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion;  but  I  did 
not  reflect  then  that  the  mere  choice  of  the  subject  of  an 
address,  proper  to  an  occasion  like  this,  would  be  both  diffi- 
cult and  embarrassing. 

The  great  Army  of  the  Republic,  organized  to  defend  lib- 
erty and  unity  against  the  efforts  of  our  dissatisfied  country- 
men, who  sought  to  overthrow  them,  was  essentially  but  one. 
It  came  from  all  parts  of  the  Republic,  from  the  Valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  from  the  slopes  that  look  toward  the  rising 
and  the  setting  sun;  from  the  borders  of  the  lakes  of  the 
North;  and  the  States  of  the  Gulf  contributed  something  to 
the  mighty  host.  All  were  animated  by  a  common  purpose — 
to  save  the  Republic,  or  perish  in  the  struggle.  All  of  these 
millions,  who  clothed  themselves  in  the  uniform  of  the  nation, 
and  enrolled  themselves  under  its  flag,  alike  offered  homes 
and  loved  ones,  property  and  life — all,  indeed,  but  liberty  and 
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honor — that  the  bonds  that  bound  the  Union  together  should 
not  be  sundered,  and  that  its  flag  might  float,  and  liberty  live 
forever;  and  in  the  struggle  for,  these  great  objects  they  were 
one  and  inseparable.  It  makes  no  difference  that  some  fought 
and  struggled  on  the  Potomac,  on  the  Mississippi,  or  on  the 
seaboard,  or  that  their  lines  of  operation  were  crossed  by  the 
Tennessee  and  the  Cumberland — they  battled  for  common 
objects,  they  saddened  at  common  defeats,  and  shouted  in  tri- 
umph over  victories  wherever  won;  and  when  the  flag  of 
resistance  to  the  national  authority  went  down  in  Northern 
Virginia,  in  North  Carolina,  and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
when  white-winged  peace  again  returned  to  gladden  all,  all 
shared  in  the  joy  of  that  happy  hour. 

We,  then,  were  brethren  all;  we  were  clothed  in  the  same 
uniform,  and  had  followed  the  same  flag  we  loved,  had  served 
the  same  country,  and  we  separated,  each  to  seek  his  home, 
honored  by  the  same  patriotic  people;  and  it  was  only  when 
busy  memory  recalled  the  scenes  of  the  war,  and  the  incidents 
and  associations  of  our  soldier  lives,  and  the  forms  of  loved 
friends  and  gallant  comrades,  some  of  whom  are  now  sepa- 
rated from  us  by  rivers  and  mountains,  and  others  by  that 
narrow  stream  that  divides  the  life  that  is  from  the  life  that  is 
to  be — stood  before  us  in  fancy,  that  we  were  able  to  remem- 
ber that,  for  the  convenience  of  administration,  and  to  meet 
the  necessities  of  the  service,  we  had  been  divided  into  sepa- 
rate armies,  and  that  these  were  designated  by  the  names  of 
rivers  or  mountain  ranges  that  crossed  or  limited  the  theaters 
of  operation. 

To  every  soldier,  our  country,  its  uniform,  and  its  flag, 
were  words  and  signs  that  inspired  to  patriotism,  or  roused  to 
heroic  deeds;  but  the  designations  of  companies,  regiments, 
brigades,  divisions,  corps,  and  armies,  summoned  before  us,  as 
if  in  bodily  personal  presence,  leaders  and  comrades,  living  and 
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dead,  and  with  them  we  again  march  and  again  battle.  Who 
of  us,  when  we  hear  the  name  of  our  army  spoken,  do  not 
act  and  speak  as  if  we  were  now  amid  scenes  long  passed 
away?  What  man  is  there  that,  when  he  speaks  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  does  not  in  fane}'  again  look  upon  the  fields 
of  Perry  ville,  of  Murfreesboro',  of  Chickamauga,  and  does  not 
again  see  Rosecrans,  the  bravest  of  the  brave,  always  noblest 
amid  the  storms  of  actual  battle?  And  who  does  not  once 
more  stand  in  the  presence  of  the  noblest  of  them  all,  the 
same  everywhere,  in  camp  and  in  field,  in  peace  and  in  war — 
everywhere  the  type  of  the  soldier  and  patriot — George  II. 
Thomas?  Death  has  conquered  his  mortal  form,  but  he  could 
not  disturb  his  noble,  manly  spirit;  nor  will  the  lovers  of  lib- 
erty and  constitutional  government  forget  him  who,  on  that 
bloody  Sabbath  of  September,  1863,  won  for  himself  the  im- 
perishable title  of  "The  Rock  of  Chickamauga. "  We  speak, 
then,  of  the  grand  army — of  all  who  struggle  for  our  country, 
on  the  land  and  on  the  sea — as  patriot  brethren.  We  claim 
for  all  an  equal  share  of  patriotism,  of  courage  and  endurance; 
but  for  our  comrades,  who  stood  by  our  sides  on  bloody  fields, 
with  whom  we  shared  our  blankets  and  our  rations,  we  enter- 
tain feelings  of  fraternal  regard,  the  outgrowth  of  intimate 
association,  of  kindnesses  received  and  kindnesses  conferred  in 
days  of  peril  and  nights  of  watchfulness. 

Then,  regardful  of  every  soldier,  and  of  every  organiza- 
tion of  the  army  of  the  nation,  claiming  no  superiority  over 
any,  and  without  one  spark  of  envy  of  the  noble  achievements 
of  others,  we  may  to-day,  here  in  this  beautiful  eityr  that 
nestles  on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  grasp  hands,  welcome  our 
comrades  and  guests,  and  devote  an  hour  to  friendship  and 
joy;  and  if  any  of  us  grow  vain  and  fight  our  battles  over 
again,  our  friends  and  comrades  who  are  here  or  elsewhere 
will  pardon  much  to  the  inspiration  of  so  glad  an  occasion. 
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But  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  upon  a  recital  of  the  history 
of  the  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  nor  to 
recount  its  deeds,  for  these  are  already  written  ;  nor  will  I 
attempt  to  account  for  its  failures  or  reverses,  for  it  is  too 
soon  to  engage  in  a  work  that  must  be  addressed  to  posterity, 
and  that  can  not  be  impartially  performed  by  an  actor  in  the 
great  and  stirring  events  to  which  such  a  story  must  relate; 
nor  will  I  revive  old  controversies  by  estimates  of  the  compar- 
ative merits  of  the  different  commanders  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  for  all  of  them  were  patriotic  men,  all  possessed 
distinguished  qualities,  all  deserved  well  of  their  country,  and 
to  concede  that  each  may  have  erred,  is  but  to  confess  that 
they  were  mortal. 

Let  the  dead  past  bury  its  own  dead  rivalries,  resentments, 
and  passions,  and  let  us  all  rest  calmly,  and  with  full  confi- 
dence that  if  any  are  now  less  esteemed  by  our  countrymen 
than  we  merit,  time,  that  buiids  up  as  well  as  destroys,  will  do 
perfect  justice;  and  if  any  of  us  have  seized  the  trumpet  of 
fame,  and  have  blown  our  own  names  and  deeds  too  loudly, 
we  may  be  reminded  that,  in  spite  of  our  efforts,  its  notes  will 
grow  fainter  and  weaker,  so  that  if  they  reach  the  end  of  the 
life  of  the  next  generation,  they  will  only  be  heard  as  the 
sound  of  a  whisper,  and  then  perhaps  be  silent  forever. 

No,  let  none  revive  our  controversies  while  our  hearts  are 
warm  with  friendship  and  life.  When  we  pass  away,  the 
historian  may,  if  he  will,  open  our  graves  and  disturb  our 
remains  in  his  search  for  pitiless  facts,  as  he  will  say,  to  vindi- 
cate the  truth  of  history. 

Nor  can  I  interest  you  that  listen  to  me  here,  or  those  that 
will  elsewhere  read  what  I  may  say,  by  any  extended  discus- 
sion of  the  actual  events  of  the  war,  or  of  the  part  borne  by 
armies  or  individuals. 

It  is  most  strange,  and  yet  it  is  true,  that  the  civil  war, 
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that  only  commenced  in  1861  and  terminated  in  1865,  is  now, 
to  public  apprehension  and  memory,  almost  as  distant  as  that 
of  the  Revolution.  The  contest  itself,  with  all  its  wonderful 
sacrifices  and  astonishing  incidents,  is  obscured  by  the  more 
startling  political  and  social  changes  it  has  contributed  to  pro- 
duce. 

Indeed,  to  those  who  took  part  in  the  war,  and  were 
somewhat  familiar  with  public  affairs  as  they  existed  before  it 
commenced,  it  seems  to  have  been  but  little  more  than  a  pain- 
ful though  necessary  incident  to  our  national  development. 
It  was,  as  all  can  now  well  understand,  but  the  culmination  of 
the  conflict  between  two  opposing  political  and  social  systems. 
It  might  have  been  postponed,  but  that  it  must  have  come  at 
some  time  seems  now  to  have  been  inevitable. 

Our  fathers  attempted  to  reconcile  the  coincident  existence 
of  the  complete  freedom  of  one  class  with  the  absolute  and 
hopeless  slavery  of  another,  and  they  asserted  the  broadest  and 
most  liberal  republican  ideas  amid  the  most  aristocratic  insti- 
tutions. 

This  did  not  seem  illogical  or  inconsistent,  while  men 
were  not  agreed  as  to  the  measure  or  extent  of  the  rights  of 
man,  and  the  statesmen  of  Virginia  might  find  employment 
for  their  eloquence  and  genius  in  maintaining  the  doctrine 
that  all  men  are  by  nature  endowed  with  the  inalienable 
rights  of  life  and  liberty,  so  long  as  others  maintained  the 
divine  rights  of  rulers  to  govern;  and  while  these  fundamental 
and  now  conceded  principles  were  in  dispute,  it  is  not  surpris- 
ing that  even  Mr.  Jefferson  was  unsuccessful  in  his  efforts  to 
apply  them  to  relieve  the  condition  of  an  alien  and  then  de- 
graded race. 

But  with  the  progress  of  intelligence  and  civilization,  the 
minds  of  the  American  people  first  reached  the  sure  conclusion 
that  all  citizens  are  equally  free  and  equal  before  the  law,  and 
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were  rapidly  approaching  the  application  of  this  theory  to  all 
men,  of  all  colors,  and  of  all  races. 

But,  in  the  meantime,  unobserved  causes  were  in  operation 
that  seized  hold  of  the  interests  and  prejudices  of  a  portion  of 
the  people,  and  led  them  to  accept  the  theory  that  slavery  was 
the  normal  condition  of  some  races  of  men,  and  that  the  doc- 
trine of  natural  liberty  was  not  true  in  politics  nor  in  harmony 
with  religion.  The  slave  States  were  the  principal  seat  of  this 
new  gospel,  for  they  had  made  wonderful  progress,  not  in  free 
population,  but  in  the  accumulation  of  wealth  which  was  the 
product  of  a  peculiar  and  profitable  industry,  that  greatly  en- 
hanced the  importance  of  slavery  and  the  usefulness  and  value 
of  slaves. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  the  most  sagacious  and  far-seeing  of  the 
statesmen  of  his  section,  early  detected  the  growth   of  this  \ 

opinion,  and  was  the  first  to  perceive  the  political  value  of 
slavery  when  used  as  a  means  of  arousing,  uniting,  and  con- 
solidating the  people  of  the  Southern  States  ;  and  his  logical 
mind  was  prompt  to  confess  that  the  American  doctrine  that 
asserted  freedom  to  be  the  right  of  all  men  was  fatal  to  the 
pretexts  by  which  slavery  was  upheld  and  defended.  He, 
therefore,  denied  its  truth;  and  other  public  men,  with  less 
courage,  and  with  far  less  respect  for  vigorous  logic,  aimed  to 
reach  the  same  result  by  declaring  that,  in  their  grand 
"Declaration,"  the  fathers  of  the  Republic  meant  no  more 
than  to  assert  that  European  immigrants  to  this  continent 
were  by  nature  as  free  as  those  they  left  behind. 

Southern  statesmen  soon  discovered  that  their  own  move- 
ments and  declarations  in  respect  to  slavery  were  producing 
the  effect  intended  by  them;  that  the  people  everywhere  were 
interested  and  excited;  and  having  no  confidence  that  their 
denial  of  the  rights  of  all  mankind  to  life  and  liberty  would 
be  accepted,  measures  were  adopted  to  withdraw  the  system 
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from  the  domain   of  reason   and  discussion,  and  to  place  its 
existence  under  the  protection  of  force. 

By  skillful  and  bold  maneuvers,  they  gained  the  substan- 
tial control  of  the  National  Government,  and  caused  its  judicial 
head  to  decide  that,  though  the  Federal  Government  possessed 
no  powers  that  could  be  employed  to  oppose  slavery,  it  had  all 
power  necessary  for  its  protection  and  defense;  and  then,  to 
increase  the  security  of  that  which  was  now  declared  to  be 
4%  an  institution,"  the  powers  reserved  to  the  States  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  inrernal  government,  and  to  be  employed  to 
influence  and  moderate  the  action  of  the  federal  system,  to 
check  any  tendency  to  consolidation  and  consequently  despo- 
tism, were  exaggerated  and  enlarged  until  each  member  of  the 
Federal  Union  became  a  menace  to  the  peace  of  all.  By  such 
means  slavery,  that  was  everywhere  else  under  the  ban  of  civ- 
ilization, morals,  and  religion,  was  made  to  be  an  institution  of 
the  States  that  no  American  could  be  allowed  to  condemn,  but 
that  all  were  required  to  defend.  For  its  protection  the  press 
was  suborned,  religion  was  degraded,  freemen  were  threatened 
and  overawed;  the  Government  was  revolutionized,  and  it  was 
formally  announced  to  the  free  people  of  the  United  States 
that  the  interest  of  slavery  required  that  none  but  its  servants 
should  be  intrusted  with  power;  and  to  this  was  added  the 
haughty  declaration  that  no  pledge  of  fidelity  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  to  the  faithful  enforcement  of  all  the  laws  would 
be  accepted.  It  was  said,  in  effect,  that  unless  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  would  submit  to  be  governed  and  dom- 
inated by  a  single  section,  d<  voted  to  one  interest,  their  free 
const'tutional  government  should  bedashed  into  pieces;  and 
then  they  were  taunted  with  the  imputation  that  they  pos- 
sessed neither  the  intellect  no;-  the  courage  to  prevent  it. 

Selecting  the  first  day  of  January,  18C0,  as  the  culminat- 
ing point  in  the  growth  of  the  power  of  the  men  who  had  de- 
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termined  upon  revolution,  it  may  be  asserted  that  on  that  day 
all  the  departments  of  the  Government  were  under  their  sub- 
stantial control;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  though  they 
had  really  committed  themselves  to  revolutionary  measures, 
they  were  trusted;  because  but  few  believed  them  to  mean 
more  than  to  test  the  patriotism  and  patience  of  the  American 
people.  But  they  had  even  then  destroyed  the  constitutional 
rights  and  powers  of  the  governments  of  the  slave  States,  by 
filling  them  with  creatures  devoted  to  the  will  of  the  conspira- 
tors, and  by  subordinating  State  independence  and  State  inter- 
ests to  the  purposes  of  secession  and  revolution. 

They  had  succeeded  in  alienating  the  people  of  the 
Southern  States  from  the  Federal  Government;  and,  in  place 
of  fraternal  regard,  they  had  excited  in  them  the  bitterest 
feelings  against  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  non-slaveholding 
States.  They  had  debauched  the  morals  and  perverted  the 
religion  of  the  people  to  bring  them  down  to  the  low  level 
required  for  the  defense  of  human  slavery.  They  had  suc- 
ceeded in  arousing  a  tempest  of  prejudice  and  passion,  and 
that  the  people  might  be  blinded  to  the  danger  upon  which 
they  were  rushing,  they  were  flattered  with  the  idea  of  their 
superiority  in  manhood  and  courage  to  the  men  who  would 
oppose  them. 

Confident  in  the  completeness  of  their  preparations  for 
the  work  of  disruption  and  rebellion,  and  misled  by  the  calm- 
ness of  the  people  when,  in  May,  18G0,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  pre- 
sented as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  his  supporters  and 
the  country  were  told  with  transparent  frankness  that  they 
might  elect  him  if  they  chose,  but  that  if  they  did  so  the 
Union  was  at  an  end  forever;  and  then,  apprehensive  that 
their  threats  would  produce  too  much  alarm,  and  thus  defeat 
the  contingency  upon  which  they  depended,  they  threw  off 
their  former  political  engagements,  betrayed  and  insulted  the 
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formidable  organization  that  was  then  devoted  to  one  of  the 
greatest  modern  political  leader?,  and  made  the  election  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  certain,  and  produced  the  very  result  they  had  pro- 
fessed to  deplore. 

At  once,  all  the  agencies  of  mischief  and.  ruin  were  seen 
to  be  in  motion,  and  within  thirty  days  after  the  election  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  known,  that  State  which  is  now,  in  vindica- 
tion of  Divine  justice,  governed  by  the  men  who  were  then 
its  slaves — South  Carolina — adopted  a  parody  upon  the  Decla- 
ration of  National  Independence,  and  announced  its  with- 
drawal from  the  Federal  Union  ;  and  it  was  soon  followed 
by  other  States,  whose  Senators  and  Eepresentatives  only 
remained  in  their  places  at  Washington  to  plot  against  the 
Government  they  were  sworn  to  support,  to  denounce  and 
embarrass  it,  to  aid  in  guiding  the  movements  of  affiliated 
traitors  there  and  elsewhere;  and  then,  when  their  work  was 
done,  they  demanded  and  received  from  its  treasury  the  pay 
for  their  infamous  services,  and,  exulting  in  what  they  fancied 
to  be  the  ruin  they  had  wrought,  they  wended  their  way  to 
Montgomery,  the  seat  of  the  long-meditated  slave  republic. 

The  enemies  of  human  liberty  abroad,  and  the  conspira- 
tors against  constitutional  government  at  home,  then  vainly 
imagined  their  work  was  completed,  and  that  the  great  Repub- 
lic, that  they  believed  had  so  long  rested  upon  the  shoulders 
of  the  men  who  had  abandoned  it,  now  that  their  support  was 
withdrawn,  must  perish. 

There  is  evidence  to  be  found  in  contemporary  history, 
that  after  these  ambitious  men  reached  Montgomery,  and  were 
surrounded  by  the  victims  of  their  perfidy  and  selfishness, 
they  amused  themselves  with  dreams  of  the  easy  conquest  of 
Northern  cities,  with  the  anticipation  of  lordly  possessions, 
the  adulation  of  servile  whites,  and  retinues  of  slaves.  "Man 
proposes,  but  God   disposes,"  and  the  effect  of  the  war  they 
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provoked  has  been  to  dissipate  all  these  dreams.  The  patriotic 
people  of  the  United  States,  who  had  stood  silent  so  long  with- 
out believing  that  the  fantastic  tricks  of  the  secessionists  meant 
more  than  empty  menace,  discovered  now  that  there  was  work 
to  be  done.  Indeed,  the  thunders  of  hostile  artillery,  directed 
against  Fort  Sumter,  awoke  the  whole  North  to  the  conviction 
that  war  could  not  be  averted,  even  by  submission  to  the  dis- 
integration of  the  Republic,  for  the  demagogues  who  then 
controlled  the  councils  of  the  insurgents  were  so  confident  of 
their  ultimate  triumph  that,  if  everything  then  demanded  had 
been  conceded  to  them,  they  would  have  made  a  refusal  to 
surrender  the  capitol  at  Washington  a  pretext  for  bloodshed 
and  strife.  It  was  readily  perceived  that  their  plans  contem- 
plated more  than  independence,  for  they  were  already,  by  their 
influence  in  the  national  councils,  more  than  independent. 
They  meditated  schemes  of  conquest  and  continental  domina- 
tion, so  that  resistance  wTas  made  not  only  a  duty,  but  an  im- 
perious necessity. 

The  freemen  of  the  nation  aroused,  clothed  themselves  in 
the  garments  of  war,  and  went  forth  to  the  field  of  strife. 
We  smote  the  Dagon  of  slavery,  so  that  he  died  in  the  very 
temple  dedicated  to  his  worship.  We  broke  the  fetters  of 
four  millions  of  bondmen  and  bondwomen,  and  made  them 
free.  We  crushed  the  conspiracy  against  the  liberties  of  man- 
kind and  the  peace  of  a  free  continent.  We  restored  free 
government  and  national  unity,  and  consumed  the  aristocratic 
institutions  that  demanded  the  commission  of  so  many  crimes 
against  humanity  as  with  lire,  and  scattered  their  ashes  so 
that  they  can  be  gathered  again  no  more  forever.  And  we 
re-established  republican  governments  in  all  the  States,  and 
placed  their  powers  under  the  control  of  the  people;  and  we 
have  placed  the  manhood  and  courage  of  the  people  of  the 
whole  Union  on  grounds  that  will  tempt  no  party  hereafter  to 
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engage  in  war  with  the  expectation   that  they  will  not  find 
ready  and  prompt  resistance. 

In  view  of  these  marvelous  changes,  who  can  wonder 
that  our  countrymen  should  feel  but  little  interest  in  the  in- 
struments by  which  they  were  produced?  And  when  we 
remember  that  we  became  soldiers  merely  to  vindicate  the 
authority  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  Mr.  Lincoln  himself  would  have  saved  the 
Union  with  slavery  if  he  could — would  have  saved  the  Union 
with  the  partial  overthrow  of  slavery  if  that  had  been  possi- 
ble; and  that  in  the  warning  proclamation  of  September,  18G2, 
he  offered  to  leave  slavery  untouched  if  those  in  resistance 
would  submit  to  the  laws;  and  that  the  insurgents  were  even 
then  so  blindly  confident,  that  the  Richmond  Government 
gravely  threatened  us  with  uthe  black  flag"  if  an  attempt  was 
made  to  give  effect  to  emancipation — we  must  conclude  that 
neither  we,  nor  Lincoln,  nor  Davis,  foresaw  the  point  to  which 
all  were  tending.  And  now,  that  such  astonishing  results 
have  been  realized,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  after  devoting  a  brief  time  to  exultation  and 
rejoicing,  should  give  us  a  glance  of  approbation,  and  then 
hasten  to  forgive  Jefferson  Davis  and  his  guilty  associates 
and  followers,  that  they  might  the  more  quickly  forget  them, 
and  then  hurry  on  to  gather  the  fruits  of  the  great  industrial 
and  social  revolution  that  resulted  from  the  triumphs  of  the 
national  arms. 

And  it  is  consolatory  to  find  in  the  popular  indifference 
to  the  events  and  circumstances  of  the  late  civil  war,  additional, 
and,  indeed,  conclusive  evidence  that  the  natural  and  proper 
condition  of  the  Republic  is  peace. 

A  state  of  war  is  always  pregnant  with  danger  to  free 
institutions.  If  popular  liberty  survives  the  period  of  actual 
war,  it  may  afterward  perish  from  the  influence  acquired  by 
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military  leaders,  or  from  the  intolerable  burdens  and  corrup- 
tions tbat  follow  vast  expenditures,  or  that  are  generated  and 
grow  and  fatten  while  the  reign  of  law  is  relaxed.  It  is  to  us 
a  matter  of  the  most  profound  satisfaction  that  our  country- 
men exhibit  no  signs  of  that  infatuation  that  sometimes  follows 
great  success ;  that  they  manifest  no  disposition  to  imitate  the 
example  of  some  other  peoples  by  allowing  military  merit 
more  than  its  just  influence.  They  know,  as  we  do,  that,  as 
soldiers,  we  did  our  duty,  and  did  nothing  more;  and  they 
know  that,  in  a  Government  like  ours,  no  class  of  citizens 
can  be  allowed  to  claim  for  itself  any  privileges  or  honors 
on  the  score  of  services  done  to  the  Republic. 

My  comrades,  we  were  citizens  of  a  free  and  powerful 
Republic  that  was  happy  under  wise  and  equal  laws;  it  was 
threatened  by  those  who  desired  its  overthrow  that  they  might 
make  its  great  and  only  crime  eternal.  We  became  soldiers, 
and  encountered  death  on  the  battle-Held,  and  in  pestilential 
camps  and  on  weary  marches,  not  to  win  honors  or  privileges 
for  ourselves,  but  to  maintain  liberty  and  equal  rights  for  all. 
By  the  blessings  of  that  Divine  Being  that  guided  us  through 
dangers,  seen  and  unseen,  while  so  many  of  the  noble  and  the 
brave  perished,  we  have  won  the  right  to  be  again  called  the 
free  citizens  of  a  free  Republic.  We  have  secured  an  inherit- 
ance of  liberty  and  protection  for  those  little  oues  whose 
gentle  faces  would  steal  into  our  presence  while  we  sat  by  the 
solitary  camp-tire  on  distant  fields,  or  who  would  come  to  us 
in  our  dreams  and  nestle  in  our  arms  and  whisper  to  us  words 
of  hope  and  encouragement,  and  our  grateful  country  has 
conferred  upon  us  the  only  title  of  honor  a  free  government 
can  or  ought  to  bestow,  or  that  free  citizens  can  accept,  that 
of  "  citizens  who,  having  done  their  duty,  deserve  well  of  the 
Republic."  It  has  founded  homes  for  our  destitute  comrades  ; 
it  has  pensioned  our  disabled,  and  has  cared  for  the  orphans 
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of  our  slain  ;  and  if  I  had  not  said  enough  to  excite  our  grat- 
itude or  justify  our  pride,  mark  the  magnanimity  of  the 
restored  Republic  to  the  citizens  whose  unpatriotic  passions 
inflicted  upon  the  whole  country  so  much  suffering,  so  many 
wToes.  They  erred  sadly — yes,  wickedly  ;  for  they  took  up 
arms  not  only  to  destroy  us  but  themselves ;  but  they  have 
suffered  terribly.  Who  can  control  a  feeling  of  pity  when  he 
contemplates  the  condition  of  these  brave  but  misguided  men 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  who  had  struggled  so  long  and  so  gal- 
lantly, even  in  the  bad  cause  of  their  country's  overthrow? 
They  had  fought  their  last  battle;  they  had  seen  the  last  thin 
lines  melt  and  disappear,  leaving  them  all  alone,  and  then  all 
hope  perished.  They  laid  down  their  arms,  and,  clad  in  the 
thin-worn  uniform  that  we  had  hated  but  they  had  worshiped, 
they  depart  on  their  weary  way  alone  to  seek  desolated  homes, 
if  any  homes  remain  to  them  after  the  land  had  been  torn  by 
the  hoof-prints  of  war.  I  pause;  I  have  said  enough.  Who 
is  it  that  has  a  soldier's  heart  and  knows  what  a  soldier  may 
suffer,  that  would  not  reach  forth  his  hand  to  help  them,  and, 
as  they  disappear  in  the  dim  distance,  drop  a  tear  of  sympathy 
with  their  sorrows? 

We  may  then  forgive  all.  And  now  that  our  work  is 
done,  and  this  broad  land  lies  before  us,  inviting  us  to  engage 
in  all  the  pursuits  of  its  profitable  industries,  with  a  country 
free,  and  its  flag  honored  everywhere,  who  will  say  that  the 
patriotic,  faithful  soldier  has  not  his  rich  reward  ?  And  we, 
my  comrades,  will  assemble  from  year  to  year  in  our  hospi- 
table cities,  and  grasp  the  friendly  hands  that  will  be  offered 
us,  and  that  will  be  none  the  less  dear  that  they  will  be  with- 
ered ;  and  when  our  locks  are  whitened  and  our  steps  become 
unsteady,  we  will  then  talk  over  our  battles  and  shoulder  our 
crutches  and  show  how  fields  were  won. 
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GEORGE    HENRY  THOMAS 

July  31,  1816 
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ORATION 

OP 

GENERAL  JAMES  A.  GARFIELD, 

ON 

The  Life  and  Character  of 

GENERAL  GEORGE  H.  THOMAS. 

Comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  : 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  arise  to  discharge,  as  best  I 
may,  the  most  honorable  and  the  most  difficult  duty  which  it 
was  possible  for  you  to  assign  me.  You  have  required  me 
to  exhibit,  in  fitting  terms,  the  character  and  career  of  George 
II.  Thomas. 

I  approach  the  theme  with  the  deepest  reverence,  but  with 
the  painful  consciousness  of  my  inability  to  do  it  even  ap- 
proximate justice. 

There  are  now  living  not  less  than  two  hundred  thousand 
men  who  served  under  the  eye  of  General  Thomas;  who  saw 
him  in  sunshine  and  storm — on  the  march,  in  the  fight,  and  on 
the  field  when  the  victory  had  been  won.  Enshrined  in  the 
hearts  'of  all  these,  are  enduring  images  and  most  precious 
memories  of  their  commander  and  friend.  Who  shall  collect 
and  unite  into  one  worthy  picture,  the  bold  outlines,  the'  in- 
numerable lights  and  shadows  which  make  up  the  life  and 
character  of  our  great  leader?     Who  shall  condense  into  a 
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single  hour,  the  record  of  a  life  which  forms  so  large  a  chapter 
of  the  nation's  history,  and  whose  fame  fills  and  .overfills  a 
hemisphere?  No  line  can  be  omitted,  no  false  stroke  made,  no 
imperfect  sketching  done,  which  yon,  his  soldiers,  will  not  in- 
stantly detect  and  deplore.  I  know  that  each  of  you  here 
present,  sees  him  in  memory  at  this  moment,  as  we  often 
6a\v  in  life  ;  erect  and  strong,  like  a  tower  of  solid  masonry; 
his  broad,  square  shoulders  and  massive  head;  his  abundant 
hair  and  full  beard  of  light  brown,  sprinkled  with  silver;  his 
broad  forehead,  full  face,  and  features  that  would  appear 
colossal,  but  for  their  perfect  harmony  of  proportion  ;  his 
clear  complexion,  with  just  enough  color  to  assure  you  of 
robust  health  and  a  well-regulated  life;  his  face  lighted  up  by 
an  eye  which  was  cold  gray  to  his  enemies,  but  warm,  deep  blue 
to  his  friends;  not  a  man  of  iron,  but  of  live  oak.  His  atti- 
tude, form  and  features  all  assured  you  of  inflexible  firmness, 
of  inexpugnable  strength;  while  his  welcoming  smile  set 
every  feature  aglow  with  a  kindness  that  won  your  manliest 
affection.  If  thus  in  memory  you  see  his  form  and  features, 
even  more  vividly  do  you  remember  the  qualities  of  his  mind 
and  heart.  His  body  was  the  fitting  type  of  his  intellect  and 
character;  and  you  saw  both  his  intellect  and  character  tried, 
again  and  again,  in  the  fiery  furnace  of  war,  and  by  other 
tests  not  less  searching.  Thus,  Comrades,  you  see  him;  and 
your  memories  supply  a  thousand  details,  which  complete  and 
adorn  the  picture.  I  beg  you,  therefore,  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency of  my  work  from  these  living  prototypes  in  your  own 
hearts.  , 

No  human  life  can  be  measured  by  an  absolute  standard. 
In  this  world,  all  is  relative.  Character  itself  is  the  result  of 
innumerable  influences,  from  without  and  from  within,  which' 
act  unceasingly  through  life.  Who  shall  estimate  the  effect 
of  those  latent  forces  enfolded  in   the  spirit  of  a  new-born 
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child — forces  that  may  date  back  centuries  and-  find  their 
origin  in  the  life,  and  thought,  and  deeds  of  ro$aote  ancestors — 
forces,  the  germs  of  which,  enveloped  in  the  awful  mystery 
of  life,  have  been  transmitted  silently  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration, and  never  perish  !  All  cherishing  nature,  provident 
and  unforgetting,  gathers  up  all  these  fragments,  that  nothing 
may  be  lost,  but  that  all  may  ultimately  reappear  in  new  com- 
binations. Each  new  life  is  thus  the  "heir  of  all  the  ages," 
the  possessor  of  qualities  which  only  the  events  of  life  can  un- 
fold. The  problems  to  be  solved  in  the  study  of  human  life 
and  character  are  therefore  these:  Given  the  character  of  a 
man,  and  the  conditions  of  life  around  him,  what  will  be  his 
career?  Or,  given  his  career  and  surroundings,  what  was  his 
character?  Or,  given  his  character  and  career,  of  what  kind 
were  his  surroundings?  The  relation  of  these  three  factors  to 
each  other  is  severely  logical.  From  them  is  deduced  all 
genuine  history.  Character  is  the  chief  element,  for  it  is  both 
a  result  and  a  cause — a  result  of  influences  and  a  cause  of 
results. 

Each  of  these  elements  in  the  career  of  General  Thomas 
throws  light  on  the  others;  for  throughout  his  life,  whether 
we  consider  causes  or  results,  there  appears  a  harmony  of 
proportion,  both  logical  and  beautiful,  which  can  spring  only 
from  a  genuine  soul,  true  to  itself,  and,  therefore,  false  to 
none. 

From  the  meager  materials  at  our  command,  it  appears 
that  he  was  of  Welsh  descent  on  his  father's  side;  though  his 
ancestors  resided  for  some  time  in  England  before  they  crossed 
the  sea.  Both  physically  and  intellectually,  General  Thomas 
bore  unmistakable  marks  of  that  sturdy  Cumbrian  character 
which,  for  four  centuries,  defied  the  conquering  arms  of  Home, 
and  which  preserves  to  this  day,  in  a  small  corner  of  Great 
Britain,  a  language,  literature,  and  body  of  traditions  all  its 


58  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

own.  On  his  mother's  side  he  was  of  French  origin  ;  she  hav- 
ing descended  from  the  Rochelles,  a  Huguenot  family  that  fled 
from  the  oppression  of  Louis  XIV.,  to  find  an  asylum  in  the 
New  World.  Few  elements  ever  mingled  in  our  national 
life  that  added  such  purity  and  brilliancy  as  that  which  the 
religious  wars  of  the  sixteenth  century  sent  to  us  from  France; 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  form  a  happier  combination  than 
the  honest  solidity  of  the  Welsh,  joined  to  the  genial  vivacity 
of  the  French. 

Both  branches  of  Thomas'  family  settled  in  Southeastern 
Virginia,  in  the  early  days  of  that  colony,  and  became 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  American  spirit. 

His  own  birthplace  and  home  was  in  that  region  of  South- 
ampton county,  Virginia,  which  forms  the  water-shed  between 
the  James  river  and  the  streams  that  flow  into  Albemarle 
Sound.  Southampton,  like  many  of  the  counties  in  that 
region,  was  named  by  the  colonists  in  memory  of  their  old 
English  home. 

George  Henry  Thomas  was  born  on  the  31st  of  July 
1816.  We  know  but  little  of  his  early  boyhood,  beyond  the 
fact  that  it  was  passed  in  a  happy  country  home,  in  the  society 
of  brothers  and  sisters,  and  under  the  direction  of  cultivated, 
parents,  who  ranked  among  the  most  respectable  and  influen- 
tial of  Virginia  farmers.  One  class  of  influences  is  specially 
worthy  of  notice.  There  was  much  in  the  surroundings  of  a 
young  Virginian  at  that  time  to  make  him  justly  proud  of  his 
own  State.  The  glorious  part  she  had  borne  in  the  war  of 
independence,  and  in  that  noble  statesmanship  which  produced 
the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  Republic,  was  not 
forgotten  by  her  young  men.  But  much  more  could  be  said 
of  Virginia.  When  Thomas  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  had  been  in  force  forty-live 
years;  and  during   that  period  Virginia  had  held  the  Fresi- 
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dency  thirty-two  years,  had  filled  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  had  given  to  the  Nation 
its  greatest  Chief  Justice  for  thirty-four  years. 

These  honorable  evidences  of  leadership  gave  peculiar  sig- 
nificance and  popularity  to  the  doctrine  of  a  great  Virginia 
statesman,  embodied  in  the  now  sadly-famous  resolutions  of 
1798,  in  which  Virginia  put  forth  the  theory  that  the  National 
Constitution  was  a  compact  between  the  several  States,  and 
that  each  State,  in  its  own  sovereign  right,  was  the  final  judge 
of  any  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  also  of  the  measure 
and  mode  of  redress.  Daring  the  first  quarter  of  this  century, 
Virginia  did  not  see  that  the  inevitable  logic  of  this  theory 
was,  first,  Nullification,  and  finally  Secession.  She  saw  in  it 
only  a  safeguard  against  possible  aggression  on  the  part  of  the 
National  Government  or  her  sister  States.  It  was  gratifying 
to  the  pride  of  her  citizens,  to  look  upon  their  proud  State  as 
a  virgin  queen,  foremost  in  founding  a  great  republic,  and 
nobly  supporting  it  by  her  sovereign  will.  We  shall  never  do 
full  justice  to  the  conduct  of  Virginians  in  the  late  war  with- 
out making  full  allowance  for  the  influence  of  these  resolutions 
of  1798. 

When  Thomas  had  reached  the  age.  of  twenty,  and  had 
made  some  progress  in  the  study  of  the  law,  his  family  secured 
him  an  appointment  as  cadet  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  lie  entered  in  1836;  and,  after  a  thorough  and  solid 
rather  than  a  brilliant  course,  he  graduated  in  1840,  ranking 
twelfth  in  a  class  of  forty-two  members,  among  whom  were 
Sherman,  Ewell,  Jordan,  Getty,  Herbert,  Kingsbury,  Van 
Vliet,  and  others,  who  afterward  attained  celebrity.  As  a 
cadet,  he  was  distinguished  for  what  Bacon  has  called  "  round- 
about  common  sense ''  rather  than  for  genius,  and  for  the  pos- 
session  of  an  honest,  sturdy  nature  that  accomplished  what- 
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ever  he  undertook  by  thorough,  intelligent,  persistent,  hard 
work. 

Assigned  to  duty  on  the  day  of  graduation  as  second  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Third  Artillery,  he  served  in  the  Regular  Army 
for  twenty  years,  during  which  time  he  rendered  honorable 
and  faithful  service  in  the  Florida  war  from  18 JO  to  1842  ;  in 
command  of  various  forts  and  barracks  from  1842  to  1845  ;  in 
the  military  occupation  of  Texas  in  1845-46;  in  the  Mexican 
war  from  1846  to  1848,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista  and  in  nearly  all  the  operations  of  General  Taylor's 
army;  in  the  Seminole  war  in  1849-50  ;  as  instructor  in  artil- 
lery and  cavalry  at  West  Point  from  1851  to  1854;  on  frontier 
duty  at  various  posts  in  the  interior  of  California  and  Texas, 
leading  several  expeditions  against  the  Indians  from  1855  to 
the  autumn  of  1860.  During  these  twenty  years  he  was 
repeatedly  brevetted  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services,  and 
rose  through  all  the  grades  to  a  captaincy  of  artillery ;  and  in 
1855  was  made  a  major  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  which  regi- 
ment he  commanded  for  three  years.  lie  was  wounded  in  a 
skirmish  with  the  Indians,  at  the  head- waters  of  the  Brazos 
river,  in  August,  I860;  and,  in  the  following  November,  went 
East  on  a  leave  of  absence. 

Here  let  us  pause,  on  the  threshold  of  the  great  events 
then  impending,  and  inquire  what  manner  of  man  Thomas 
had  become.  He  was  forty-four  years  of  age;  had  walked  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  steadily  and  uncomplainingly,  in 
the  rugged  paths  of  a  soldier's  life;  had  made  himself  com- 
plete master  of  all  the  details  of  his  profession  ;  had  honored 
every  station  he  had  occupied ;  was  in  turn  honored  by 
his  Government  and  his  comrades;  and  was  held  in  peculiar 
honor  by  the  people  of  his  own  State.  Virginia  had  presented 
him  a  splendid  sword,  as  a  recognition  of  his  high  quali- 
ties and  gallant  conduct  in  the  Mexican  war;  and  the  proud 
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aristocracy  of  Southampton,  to  which  his  family  belonged, 
esteemed  him  a  bright  ornament  of  their  society.  He  had 
scarcely  reached  home,  when  the  fearful  portents  of  the 
storm  began  to  appear.  Sharing  in  the  traditional  sentiment 
of  the  army  that  a  soldier  should  take  no  part  in  politics,  he 
had  never  identitied  himself  with  any  political  party,  and  prob- 
ably had  never  cast  a  vote.  But  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  he  shared  in  the  general  sentiments  of  Virginia,  and  dep- 
recated any  agitation  which  should  disturb  her  social  institu- 
tions. During  the  winter  of  1860-61,  he  watched  with  painful 
anxiety  the  culmination  of  that  conflict  of  opinion  which  pre- 
ceded the  war ;  and  he  regarded  the  growing  political  strife 
as  a  measureless  outrage,  in  which  both  contestants  were 
wrong,  but  in  which  Northern  agitators  were  the  first  aggress- 
ors. The  teachings  of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  relating  to  \ 
the  subject  matter  of  the  contest,  were  sadly  obscured  by  the 
legal  subtleties  then  employed  to  defend,  or  apologize  for,  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union.  The  President  had  declared  in  his 
annual  message  to  Congress,  December  4,  1860,  that  "  the 
Constitution  confers  upon  Congress  no  power  to  coerce  into 
submission  a  State  that  is  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the 
Union,"  .  .  .  and  that  "  the  sword  was  not  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Congress  to  preserve  the  Union  by  force."  To  the 
officers  of  the  army,  this  official  declaration  of  their  Command- 
er-in-Chief amounted  to  a  decree  that  should  their  States 
secede,  neither  he  nor  they  could  do  any  lawful  military  act  to 
prevent  it.  They  had  a  right  to  regard  this  decree,  while  it 
remained  uurevoked,  a3  an  order  for  the  regulation  of  their 
conduct. 

Before  the  middle  of  February,  1861,  seven  States  had 
passed  ordinances  of  secession  ;  the  Confederate  Government 
was  actually  set  up  at  Montgomery ;  Southern  leaders  de- 
clared  the    Union    lawfully  and    permanently   dissolved,   and 
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that  there  would  be  no  war.  Looking  back  from  our  present 
standpoint,  we  can  hardly  understand  how  widespread  was  the 
opinion,  both  North  and  South,  that  the  Union  was  gone,  and 
the  Government  was  powerless  to  restore  it.  To  an  officer  of 
the  army  the  situation  was  painful  and  perplexing  to  the  last 
degree.  Dissolution  of  the  Union  without  war,  would  carry 
with  it  the  inevitable  dissolution  of  the  army ;  and,  besides 
the  shame  and  humiliation  which  an  officer  must  feel  at  the  j 

ruin  of  a  nation  whose  honor  he  had  so  long  defended  in 
arms,  he  saw  that  he  must  look  about  him  for  some  new  pur- 
suit by  which  to  earn  his  bread.  What  will  Thomas  do? 
What  path  will  he  mark  out  for  his  own  feet  to  follow  through 
this  bewildering  maze?  His  State  had  not  yet  seceded ;  but  her 
heart  was  on  fire,  and  no  one  knew  how  far  she  would  go,  nor 
how  many  would  follow  her  in  the  work  of  ruin.  \ 

Let  us  consider  more  closely  his  surroundings.  He  was 
a  major  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  a  regiment  organized  in  1855 
by  Jefferson  Davis,  Secretary  of  War,  out  of  the  elite  of  the 
Army.  Either  by  accident  or  design,  three- fourths  of  its 
officers  were  from  the  slave  States.  Its  roster  [see  Ap- 
pendix A],  as  printed  in  the  Army  Register  of  I860,  shows 
a  list  of  names  now  widely  notorious  in  the  history  of  the 
war.  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  was  its  colonel,  Robert  E.  Lee 
its  lieutenant  colonel,  and  W.  J.  Hardee  its  senior  major. 
Among  its  captains  and  lieutenants,  were  Van  Dorn,  Kirby 
Smith,  Jenifer,  Hood,  and  Fitzhugii  Lee.  More  than  one- 
third  of  its  officers  afterward  became  rebel  generals,  and  others 
held  less  conspicuous  rank  in  the  same  service. 

The  regiment  had  served  for  live  years  on  the.  Indian 
frontier  ;  and  its  officers,  thu3  remote  from  the  social  and  polit- 
ical centers,  had  lived  on  terms  of  the  closest  official  and  per- 
sonal intimacy.  It  is  difficult  to  overestimate  the  combined 
influence  of  these  brilliant  and  cultivated  men  upon  the  senti- 
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ments  and  conduct  of  each.  We  have  seen  already,  how  strong 
were  the  influences  of  family,  neighborhood,  and  early  life  that 
bound  Thomas  to  his  State.  All  these  were  now  thrown  vio- 
lently into  the  Southern  scale.  Beside  the  fact  that  his  wife 
was  a  patriotic  Northern  lady,  there  was  scarcely  a  counter- 
vailing force  in  the  whole  circle  of  his  domestic  and  social  life. 
Given  these  facts  and  the  impending  conflict,  what  will  be  the 
conduct  of  a  man  possessing  clear  perceptions,  high  character, 
and  real  nerve?  He  would  be  less  than  a  man  who  could 
choose  his  path  without  the  keenest  suffering.  Only  a  man 
of  the  highest  type  could  comprehend  all,  suffer  all,  and,  reso- 
lutely striking  through  the  manifold  entanglements  of  the 
problem,  follow,  with  steady  eye  and  unfaltering  step,  the  high- 
est duty.  While  the  contest  was  confined  to  the  politicians, 
and  found  expression  only  in  constitutional  theories  and  legal 
subtleties,  the  wisest  'might  well  be  perplexed.  But  the 
flash  of  the  first  gun  revealed  to  the  clear  intellect  of  Thomas 
the  whole  character  and  spirit  of  the  controversy ;  and  his 
choice  was  made  in  an  instant.  Relinquishing  the  remainder 
of  his  leave  of  absence,  he  reported  for  duty  at  Carlisle  .Bar- 
racks, Pa.,  on  the  14th  of  April,  the  day  that  our  flag  went 
down  at  Sumter,  and  less  than  forty-eight  hours  after  the  first 
shot  was  fired. 

His  regiment,  betrayed  in  Texas  by  the  treachery  of  Gen- 
eral Twiggs,  had  come  North  to  be  reorganized  and  equipped  ; 
and  he  entered  at  once  upon  the  work.  Three  days  after  his 
arrival  at  Carlisle,  by  fraud  and  intrigue  in  her  convention, 
Virginia  resolved  herself  out  of  the  Union  ;  and  (pending  a, 
ratification  of  the  act  by  a  popular  vote  to  be  taken  on  the 
23d  of  May)  formed  a  treaty  offensive  and  defensive  with 
the  rebel  government  of  Jefferson  Davis.  The  resolutions  of 
1798  had  borne  their  bitter  fruits.  The  same  day,  Governor 
Letcher,  as  the  chief  of  a  "  sovereign  State,"  issued  his  procla- 
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mation,  calling  upon  "  all  efficient  and  worthy  Virginians  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  withdraw  therefrom  and  en- 
ter the  service  of  Virginia." 

Three  days  later  ^April  20),  Robert  E.  Lee  resigned  his 
commission,  after  a  service  of  thirty  years,  and  his  example 
was  followed  by  hundreds  of  Southern  officers.  With  bat 
two  exceptions,  all  the  officers  from  seceded  States  who  be- 
longed to  the  Second  Cavalry  joined  the  rebellion.  Thomas 
was  one  of  the  two.  While  his  brother  officers  were  leaving, 
and  at  once  taking  high  command  in  the  rebel  army,  a  com- 
rade asked  Thomas  what  he  would  do  if  Virginia  should  vote  to 
secede.      "  /  will  help  to  whip  her  back  again"  was  his  answer. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  the  people  of  Virginia  enacted  the 
mockery  of  an  election,  to  ratify  her  secession  from  the 
Union  against  which  she  had  already  taken  up  arms. 

Their  overwhelming  vote  in  favor  o'f  secession,  swept  away 
from  our  army  nearly  all  the  Virginians  who  had  not  left  in 
April.  With  the  news  of  this  election,  there  came  to  Thomas 
the  passionate  appeals  of  his  family  and  friends,  the  summons 
of  his  State  to  join  her  armies,  and  the  threatening  anathemas 
of  them  all  in  case  he  should  refuse.  He  answered  by  leaving 
Carlisle  Barracks  on  the  27th  of  May,  and  leading  a  brigade 
from  Chambersburg  across  Maryland  to  Williamsport,  and.  on 
the  16th  of  June,  rode  across  the  Potomac  in  full  uniform,  at 
the  head  of  his  brigade,  to  invade  Virginia  and  light  his  old- 
commanders;  and,  a  few  days  later,  he  led  the  right  wing  of 
General  Patterson's  army  in  the  battle  of  Falling  Waters, 
where  the  rebels  under  Stonewall  Jackson  were  defeated.  Such 
was  the  answer  that  Thomas  made  to  the  demands  of  rebellion! 

Before  leaving  this  period  in  the  life  of  General  Thomas,  it 
is  due  to  his  memory  and  to  the  truth  of  history  that  I  should 
notice  an  attempt  which  was  first  made  in  the  South,  amidst 
the  passions  of  war,  to  throw  a  shadow  on  his  good  name,  by 
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declaring  that  he  sought  service  on  the  rebel  side,  and  only 
determined  to  stand  by  the  Union  when  he  failed  to  receive 
such  rank  as  he  desired  amonsr  his  enemies. 

When  peace  reopened  intercourse  between  the  North  and 
South,  these  voices  of  calumny  were  silent,  and  remained  so  as 
long  as  Thomas  was  alive  to  answer.  But  when  he  was  dead,  his 
detainers  ventured  again  to  speak.  The  spectacle  of  a  grateful 
nation  standing  in  grief  around  his  honored  grave,  awakened  to 
new  energy  the  envy  and  malice  of  those  who  had  staked  all  and 
lost  all,  in  the  mad  attempt  to  destroy  that  Republic  which 
Thomas  had  so  powerfully  aided  to  save.  I  should  dishonor 
his  memory,  were  I  even  to  notice  the  wicked  assaults  made 
upon  him  in  rebel  journals,  by  writers  who  withheld  their 
names,  or  shielded  themselves  behind  the  impersonal ty  of  a 
newspaper  editorial. 

One  attack,  however — and,  so  far  as  I  know,  only  one — has 
had  the  indorsement  of  a  responsible  name.  The  Richmond 
(Va.)  Dispatch,  of  April  23,  1870,  contains  a  letter  from  Fitz- 
hugii  Lee,  late  a  general  in  the  rebel  army,  and  before  the  war 
a  lieutenant  in  the  regiment  of  which  Thomas  was  major. 

In  this  letter,  Lee  asserts :  That  just  before  the  war  Thomas' 
feelings  were  strongly  Southern;  that  in  1801  he  expressed  his  inten- 
tion to  resign ;  and  about  the  same  time,  sent  a  letter  to  Governor 
Letcher,  offering  his  services  to  Virginia. 

To  this  statement  I  invite  the  most  searching  scrutiny. 
That  prior  to  the  war  the  sentiments  of  Thomas  were  generally 
in  accord  with  those  which  prevailed  in  Virginia,  and  that  he 
strongly  reprobated  many  of  the  opinions  and  much  of  the, 
conduct  of  Northern  politicians,  were  facts  well  known  to  his 
friends  and  always  frankly  avowed  by  himself.  That  in  the 
winter  of  1800-61  he  contemplated  the  resignation  of  his  com- 
mission, we  have  no  proof  except  the  declaration  of  Fitziiugui 
Lee.     But  it  would  not  be  in  the  least  surprising  or  inconsis- 
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tent,  if,  at  that  timo,  it  seemed  to  him  more  than  prohable  that 
disunion  would  be  accomplished,  and  the  army  dissolved  by 
political  action  and  without  war.  Should  that  happen,  he 
must  perforce  abandon  his  profession  and  seek  some  other 
employment.  If  it  should  appear  that  at  that  time  he  made 
inquiries  looking  toward  a  prospective  employment  as  profes- 
sor in  some  college,  the  fact  would  only  indicate  his  fear  that 
the  politicians  would  so  ruin  both  his  country  and  its  army, 
that  the  commission  of  a  soldier  would  be  no  longer  an  object 
of  honorable  desire. 

The  charge  that  he  ever  offered  or  proposed  to  offer  his 
sword  to  Virginia,  or  to  any  rebel  authority,  except  point  fore- 
most, and  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  is  utterly  and  infamously 
false.  Not  a  shadow  of  a  proof  has  ever  been  offered,  nor  can 
it  be.     When  Fitziiugh  Lee's  letter  was  published,  he  was  \ 

challenged  on  all  sides  to  produce  the  letter  which  he  alleged 
Thomas  had  written,  tendering  his  services  to  the  rebellion. 
His  utter  failure  to  produce  any  such  letter,  or  any  proof  that 
such  a  letter  was  ever  written,  is  a  complete  refutation  of  the 
charge. 

A  few  weeks  after  his  first  assault,  Lee  did  indeed  publish 
what  purports  to  be  a  letter  written  by  General  Thomas,  dated 
New  York  city,  January  18, 1861. 

"Whether  this  letter  is  genuine  or  not,  and  if  genuine, 
whether  printed  as  it  was  written,  we  have  no  other  evidence  > 

than  our  faith  in  those  who  received  and  published  it.  But 
waiving  the  question  of  its  genuineness,  and  of  the  correctness 
of  the  printed  text,  I  appeal  to  the  letter  itself.  It  is  not 
addressed  to  Governor  Letcher,  nor  to  any  rebel  authority; 
nor  doe3  the  writer  tender  his  services  to  Virginia  or  to  any 
government  or  person.  It  is  a  letter  addressed  to  a  gentleman 
who  had  advertised  in  the  newspapers  for  some  one  to  fill  a 
professorship  in   a  military  college  in   Virginia.      The  letter 
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inquires  what  salary  pertains  to  the  situation.  It  expresses  no 
intention  or  willingness  to  resign;  and  states  as  the  writer's 
reason  for  making  the  inquiry,  that  from  present  appearances 
he  fears  it  will  soon  be  necessary  for  him  to  be  looking  up  some 
means  of  support.  This  letter  strongly  confirms  the  views  I 
have  taken  of  General  Thomas'  character  and  feelings. 

Since  the  publication  of  Lee's  letters,  testimony  has  come 
from  all  quarters  which  annihilates  forever  all  ground  for  this 
charge;  and  now,  while  the  witnesses  are  living,  I  desire  to 
put  on  record  at  least  a  small  portion  of  their  testimony.  Gen- 
eral IIartsuff,  now  and  for  many  years  a  soldier  of  whom 
the  nation  is  proud,  writes  that  he  saw  Thomas  many  times, 
near  the  close  of  1860,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  heard 
him  discuss  the  state  of  the  country,  in  company  with  many 
officers  who  afterward  went  into  the  rebel  army.     He  says : 

"  General  Thomas  was  strong  and  bitter  in  his  denunciations 
against  all  parties  North  and  South  that  seemed  to  hi  in  responsi- 
ble for  the  condition  of  affairs.  .  .  .  But  while  he  reprobated, 
sometimes  very  strongly,  certain  men  and  parties  North,  in  that 
respect  going  as  far  as  any  of  those  who  afterward  joined  the  reb- 
els, ho  never,  in  my  hearing,  agreed  with  them  respecting  the 
necessity  of  going  with  their  States;  but  he  denounced  the  idea, 
and  denied  the  necessity  of  dividing  tho  country,  or  destroying 
the  Government.  This  was  before  tho,  actual  secession  of  any  of 
the  States,  when  the  prospect  of  war  was  not  strong." 


These  statements  of  General  IIartsuff  are  abundantly 
corroborated  by  other  testimony.  Let  it  be  remembered  that 
the  question  is  not  what  were  General  Thomas'  opinions  of  the 
political  causes  that  led  to  the  war;  nor  who  was  at  fault  in 
bringing  on  the  agitation  ;  but  it  is  this  :  Did  he  give  any  coun- 
tenance, sympathy,  or  support  to  the  idea  of  disunion,  or  of 
war  against  the  Government? 

Listen  to  the  testimony  of  General    R.  W.  Johnson,  for 
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many  years  a  gallant  soldier  of  our  army,  and  now  an  honored 
member  of  this  Society.     lie  says  : 

"After  the  surrender  in  Texas,  my  regiment  (of  which  Thomas 
was  major)  concentrated  at  Carlisle  Barracks.  I  was  intimately 
associated  with  General  Thomas  from  that  time  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  During  the  Patterson  campaign  we  messed  together, 
and  frequently  conversed  freely  together  in  regard  to  the  war.  I 
remember  to  have  asked  him  what  ho  should  do  if  Virginia 
seceded.  His  reply  was  characteristic  of  the  man  :  '  I  will  help 
to  whip  her  back  again.'  General  Thomas  never  flinched  nor 
faltered,  nor  wavered  in  his  devotion  to  his  country." 

General  Patterson,  under  whose  command  Thomas  per- 
formed his  first  duty  in  the  field,  in  May  and  June,  1861, says 
of  him  : 

"  General  Thomas  contemplated  with  horror  the  prospect  of  a 
war  between  the  people  of  his  own  State  and  the  Union  ;  but  ho 
never  for  a  moment  hesitated,  never  wavered,  never  swerved,  from 
his  allegiance  to  the  nation  that  had  educated  him  and  whoso  ser- 
vant he  was.  Prom  the  beginning  I  would  have  pledged  my 
hopes  here  and  hereafter  on  the  loyalt}'  of  Thomas.  .  .  .  lie 
was  the  most  unselfish  man  I  ever  knew;  a  perfectly  honest  man, 
who  feared  God  and  obeyed  his  commandments." 

What  weightier  testimony  can  be  conceived  than  that  of  his 
classmate  and  friend  of  many  years,  the  General  of  our  Army, 
the  great  soldier  with  whom  Thomas  served  so  grandly  in  the 
darkest  hours  of  the  war.  General  Sherman  has  favored  me 
with  a  letter  from  which  I  quote.  After  stating  that  he  went 
to  Williamsport  to  visit  Thomas  early  in  18G1,  he  says: 

"  It  was  June  16,  the  very  day  Patterson's  army  crossed  the 
Potomac.  I  had  a  long  personal  conversation  with  Thomas  that, 
day,  and  after  discussing  the  events  that  then  pressed  so  heavily 
on  all  who  dreaded  civil  war,  especially  the  course  taken  by  our 
friends  who  had  abandoned  our  service  and  gone  South,  I  asked 
him  how  he  felt.  His  answer  was  emphatic:  'I  have  though*  t  it  all 
over,'  he  said,  'and  I  shall  stand  firm  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment.' " 
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General  Sherman  also  writes,  under  date  of  August  1, 
1870: 

"I  have  seen  the  letters  published  by  FiTZiiuGn  Lee,  Sustain- 
ing the  assertion  that,  at  the  outset  of  our  civil  war,  Thomas  leaned 
to  the  South.  1  understand  the  state  of  his  mind  at  that  dreadful 
crisis,  and  see  how  a  stranger  might  misconstrue  him.  At  the 
time  to  which  Fitzhugii  Lee  alludes,  the  Buchanan  administra- 
tion was  in  power,  and  had  admitted  that  the  Federal  Government 
could  not  coerce  a  sovereign  State;  and  his  cabinet  did  all  they 
could  to -make  army  officers  feel  insecure  in  their  offices.  The 
Northern  politicians,  as  a  rule,  had  been  unfriendly  to  the  army, 
and  when  the  election  of  Lincoln  and  Hamlin  was  complete,  they 
(the  officers)  naturally  felt  uneasy  as  to  their  future,  and  cast 
about  for  employment.  Several  of  them,  I  among  the  number, 
were  employed  at  the  military  colleges  of  the  South,  and  it  was 
natural  that  Thomas  should  look  to  his  friend,  and  our  classmate, 
Gilham,  then  employed  at  Frank  Smith's  military  school  at  Lex- 
ington, Virginia.  Thomas  also  entertained,  as  you  must  know, 
that  intense  mistrust  of  politicians  to  which  the  old  army  was 
bred,  and  feared  the  complications  of  18G0  would  result  in  some 
political  compromise  or  settlement,  if  not  in  a  mutual  agreement 
to  separate;  in  which  case  it  is  possible  he  would  have  been  forced 
for  a  support  to  have  cast  his  lot  with  the  Southern  part.  It  is 
more  than  probable  that,  at  the  mess-table,  Thomas  may  have 
given  vent  to  some  such  feelings  and  opinions,  then  natural  and 
proper  enough.  But  as  soon  as  Mr.  Lincoln  was  installed  in 
offico,  and  manifested  the  deep  feeling  of  love  for  all  parts  of  the 
country — deprecating  civil  war,  but  giving  the  key-note  that  the 
Union  should  be  maintained,  even  if  it  had  to  be  fought  for,  and 
that  forcible  secession  was  treason — then  Thomas,  like  all  national 
men,  brushed  away  the  subtleties  of  the  hour,  saw  clearly  his  duty, 
and  proclaimed  it,  not  by  mere  words,  but  by  riding  in  full  uni- 
form at  the  head  of  his  regiment  and  brigade,  invading  without  a 
murmur  his  native  State,  and  commanding  his  men  to  put  down 
forcible  resistance  by  the  musket." 

This  just  and  masterly  analysis  is  more  than  sufficient  to 
settle  the  whole  controversy.  But  I  can  not  dismiss  the  sub- 
ject without  opposing  to  his  slanderers  the  stainless  shield  of 
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Thomas  himself — his  own  unimpeachable  words,  recorded  by 
Colonel  A.  L.  Hough,  his  confidential  aid  at  the  time  they 
were  spoken,     Colonel  Hough  says: 

"A  slander  upon  the  General  was  often  repeated  in  the  South- 
ern papers  during  and  immediately  subsequent  to  the  rebellion. 
It  was  given  upon  the  authority  of  prominent  rebel  officers,  and 
not  denied  by  them.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  he  was  disappointed 
in  not  getting  a  high  command  in  the  rebel  army  he  had  sought 
for;  hence  his  refusal  to  join  in  the  rebellion.  In  a  conversation 
with  him  on  this  subject,  the  General  said  this  was  an  entire  fab- 
rication, not  having  an  atom  of  foundation ;  not  a  line  ever  passed 
between  him  and  the  rebel  authorities;  they  have  no  genuine 
letter  of  his,  nor  was  a  word  spoken  by  him  to  any  one  that  could 
even  lead  to  such  an  inference.  Ho  defied  any  one  to  produco 
any  testimony,  written  or  oral,  to  sustain  such  allegation  ;  he  never 
entertained  such  an  idea,  for  his  duty  was  clear  to  him  from  the 
beginning." 

Among  these  utterances  of  General  Thomas,  one  brief 
sentence,  simple  and  sublime,  is  an  epitome  of  his  character 
and  life.     It  is  this: 

"My  duty  was  clear  from  the  beginning  of  the  war." 

It  is  not  enough  to  compare  the  conduct  of  Thomas  at 
this  trying  period  with  that  of  Northern  officers  who  remained 
true  to  the  flag.  The  real  measure  of  his  merit  is  found  by 
comparing  him  with  such  men  as  Lee  and  Johnston;  Let  us 
compare  and  contrast  the  conduct  of  Thomas  with  that  of 
Robert  E.  Lee,  who  become  the  military  chief  and  idol  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy,  and  who,  by  the  verdict  of  both  friends 
and  enemies,  possessed  many  high  qualities. 

"We  have  seen  that,  on  the  20th  of  April,  Lee  resigned  his 
commission.  On  the  same  day,  he  wrote  to  a  relative  words 
which  will  remain  forever  as  the  most  veritable  picture  of  his 
character.     He  said : 
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"The  whole  South  is  in  a  state  of  revolution,  into  which 
Virginia,  after  a  long  struggle,  has  been  drawn;  and  though  I 
recognize  no  necessity  for  this  state  of*  things,  and  would  have 
forborne  and  pleaded  to  the  end  for  redress  of  grievances,  real 
or  supposed,  yet  in  my  own  person  I  had  to  meet  the  question 
whether  I  should  take  part  against  my  native  State  With  all 
my  devotion  to  the  Union,  and  the  feelings  of  loyalty  and  duty  of 
an  American  citizen,  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  up  my  mind  to 
raise  my  hand  against  my  relatives,  my  children,  and  my  home. 
I  have  therefore  resigned  my  commission  in  the  army,"  etc. 

Lee  here  avows  his  devotion  to  the  Union,  his  feelings  of 
loyalty  and  obligation  as  an  American  citizen,  and  declares 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  rebellion;  and  yet,  after 
these  confessions  and  declarations,  which  surrender  utterly  and 
forever  air  grounds  for  the  justification  of  his  conduct,  he 
abandons  his  Government,  and  offers  his  sword  to  Virginia  and 
to  that  rebellion  which  he  neither  justified  nor  approved. 

Like  Lee,  Thomas  deplored  the  suicidal  strife,  and  denied 
the  justice  or  necessity  of  rebellion.  Like  Lee,  he  was  warmly 
attached  to  his  family  and  friends,  to  Virginia  and  her  glorious 
traditions.  Like  Lee,  he  acknowledged  his  obligations  to  the 
great  Republic,  of  which  all  the  people  of  Virginia  were  citi- 
zens, and  to  the  support  and  defense  of  which  he  had  regis- 
tered his  solemn  oath  when  he  became  a  soldier.  But,  unlike 
Lee,  when  the  supreme  hour  of  trial  came,  he  rose  to  the  full 
hight  of  the  great  occasion,  and,  esteeming  the  sanctity  of  his 
oath  and  the  life  of  the  Republic  more  precious  than  home,  or 
kindred,  or  State,  drew  his  sword  to  put  down  a  rebellion 
which,  even  by  Lee's  confession,  was  both  unnecessary  and. 
indefensible. 

There  was  one  thing  in  Lee's  conduct  which  would  have 
been  impossible  to  Thomas'  nature.  Though  Lee  wrote  his 
resignation  April  20,  it  was  not  accepted  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  till  the  25th ;  and  the  letter  of  the  Adjutant  General,  in. 
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forming  him  of  the  acceptance,  was  not  written  till  the  27th. 
Yet,  on  the  23d  of  April,  Lee  accepted  the  appointment  of 
Major  General  from  the  rebel  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  the 
same  day,  issued  and  published  a  general  order,  assuming  com- 
mand of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  that  State,  which 
forces,  five  days  before,  had  attacked  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  also  at  the  Gosport  navy  yard, 
and  were  at  that  moment  levying  war  against  the  Government 
which  he  had  solemnly  sworn  to  defend  "  against  all  its  enemies 
and  opposers  whatsoever.''  Instead  of  keeping  this  oath,  he 
assumed  command  of  the  armed  enemies  of  the  Union  two 
days  before  his  contract  of  service  was  canceled — a  contract 
which  he  had  lately  renewed  by  accepting  from  Abraham 
Lincoln  the  commission  of  Colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  I 

States.     [See  Appendix  B.]  \ 

If  there  had  been  no  other  sufficient  motive,  the  religious 
respect  with  which  Thomas  regarded  his  oath  would  alone  have 
prevented  him  from  following  the  example  of  Lee.  I  conclude 
the  discussion  of  this  topic  by  declaring  what  I  doubt  not  will 
be  the  just  and  unalterable  verdict  of  history,  that  this  was 
no  doubting  Thomas;  that  he  did  not  need  to  behold  the 
bleeding  wounds  of  his  country  before  lie  believed,  for  his 
"duty  was  clear  from  the  beginning,"  and  he  followed  it  with- 
out a  murmur.  Both  these  men  are  in  their  graves,  and  the 
judgment  of  mankind  will  finally  assign  them  their  places  in 
history.     For  the  verdict,  I  confidently  appeal  from  the  Vir-  , 

ginia  of  to-day  to  the  Virginia  of  the  future. 

After  serving  through  the  brief  campaign  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, General  Thomas  entered  upon  a  wider  field  of  action', 
and  began  that  career  which  his  country  knows  by  heart.  It 
is  not  possible,  within  the  limits  of  this  address,  to  give  more 
than  the  most  meager  outline  of  his  military  services  during 
the  war  for  the  Union.'    I  shall,  therefore,  attempt  no  more 
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than  to  state  the  nature  and  scope  of  his  work,  and  to  consider 
Borne  of  the  qualities  which  he  exhibited  while  performing  it. 
The  fame  of  General  Thomas  as  a  soldier  is  linked  for- 
ever with  the  history  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland;  for,  in 
18G1,  he  mustered  in  and  organized  its  first  brigade,  and  in 
1865,  at  Nashville,  the  scene  of  his  greatest  victory,  he  passed 
in  farewell  review,  and  mustered  out  of  the  service,  more  than 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  of  its  war-worn  veterans. 
The  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  embracing,  at  first,  only 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  was  created  by  the  War  Department, 
August  15,  18G1,  and  General  Robert  Anderson  placed  in 
command.  At  Anderson's  request,  Sherman,  Thomas,  and 
Buell  were  made  Brigadier  Generals  of  Volunteers,  and  as- 
signed to  his  command. 

The  remainder  of  1861  was  the  period  of  organization. 
The  first  month's  work  that  Thomas  performed  in  the  depart- 
ment, was  at  Camp  Dick  Robinson,  where  he  mustered  into 
service,  eleven  regiments  and  three  batteries  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee  troops.  These  he  organized  into  the 
First  Brigade,  which  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  division,  then 
of  the  corps,  and  finally  of  the  great  army  which  he  afterward 
commanded  so  long. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  career  of  General  Thomas,  it 
is  necessary  to  comprehend  not  only  the  magnitude  of  the  work 
to  be  accomplished  by  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  but  also 
the  relation  which  that  army  and  its  work  sustained  to  the 
other  great  armies  of  the  Union. 

It  is  now  easy  to  see  that,  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  States,  there  are  three  great  natural  pathways  of  in- 
vasion;  and  to  put  down  the  rebellion,  it  was  necessary  that 
each  of  these  be  traversed  and  held  by  a  great  army.  The 
first  was  the  long  and  narrow  slope  from  the  chain  of  the 
Alleghany  and  Cumberland  mountains  to  the  Atlantic  coast. 
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The  second  was  the  great  Western  slope  from  the  same  moun- 
tain chain  to  the  Ohio,  the  Tennessee,  and  Tombigbee  rivers, 
and  extending  southward  to  the  Gulf.  The  third  was  the 
Mississippi  river  itself,  and  the  immediate  territory  along  its 
banks. 

Peculiarities  of  topography  and  surroundings  required,  for 
each  of  these  lines,  different  modes  of  supplying  an  army  and 
of  conducting  campaigns.  The  army  of  the  East,  which  oper- 
ated on  the  first  line,  was  in  great  part  supplied  from  the  sea; 
and  many  of  its  operations  were  carried  on  in  conjunction  with 
the  navy.  The  army  on  the  third,  or  Western  line  was  sup- 
plied from  the  Mississippi  river;  and  the  gun-boat  service 
formed  a  novel  and  important  feature  in  its  military  operations. 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  held  the  center  line,  which 
was  in  many  respects  the  most  difficult  of  all.  There  could 
be  but  little  naval  co-operation  with  its  movements;  and  only 
for  a  short  distance  could  it  be  supplied  by  river  transporta- 
tion. Its  main  supply  was  by  a  single  line  of  railroad,  running 
hundreds  of  miles  among  a  hostile  population,  and  requiring  a 
heavy  force  for  its  protection.  The  great  central  pathway  led 
into  the  heart  of  the  rebellion.  It  crossed  the  only  line  of 
railway  (the  Memphis  and  Charleston)  which  united  the  East- 
ern and  Western  States  of  the  Confederacy.  Extraordinary 
obstacles  lay  in  the  pathway  of  an  army  moving  southward 
over  this  central  route.  Besides  the  broad  and  deep  rivers 
which  cross  it,  the  great  mountain  chain  itself,  bending  sharply 
near  the  Georgia  line,  sweeps  westward  until  it  loses  itself  in 
the  low  sand-hills  and  plains  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  thus 
presenting  a  most  formidable  barrier  to  an  army  invading  the 
Gulf  States.  The  great  gateway  of  the  mountain  chain  is  at 
Chattanooga,  where  the  Tennessee  river  bursts  through  the 
barrier. 

Nothing   more   strikingly  illustrates  the  military  genius 
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and  foresight  of  General  Sherman,  than  the  fact  that  so  early 
as  Octoher,  1861,  he  comprehended  the  vastness  of  the  struggle 
upon  which  the  nation  had  entered,  and  the  vital  importance 
of  this  central  line  of  operation.  At  that  time,  heing  in  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  the  Cumherland,  he  sent  to  the 
War  Department  his  estimate : 

"That  to  advance  on  the  lino  of  the  Louisville  and  Nashville 
railroad,  would  require  an  armjr  of  at  least  sixty  thousand  men; 
and  to  advance  the  great  lino  of  the  center  to  its  ultimate  objec- 
tive, and  reap  the  legitimate  rewards,  would  require  an  army  of 
two  hundred  thousand  men." 

This  estimate  was  not  only  construed  to  his  prejudice  by 
the  authorities  at  Washington,  but  you  will  remember  that  the 
public  journals  regarded  his  views  as  a  conclusive  evidence  of 
insanity!  At  his  own  request,  Sherman  was  relieved  of  the 
command,  and,  on  the  15th  of  November,  went  to  duty  in  an- 
other department,  not  to  return  again  to  the  great  line  of  the 
center  until  the  country  and  its  authorities  had  been  educated 
up  to  his  views  of  1861. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  General  Buell  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  department;  and,  as  if  to  narrow  the  field  of 
operations  and  restrict  the  views  which  General  Sherman 
had  expressed,  the  name  of  the  department  was  changed,  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  "  The  Department  of  the 
Ohio." 

The  rebel  authorities  early  saw  the  vital  importance  of 
pushing  as  far  North  as  possible  on  this  central  line;  a^nd, 
before  the  end  of  1861,  they  had  established  themselves  in 
force  on  a  line  extending  from  the  base  of  the  Cumberland 
mountains,  by  way  of  Bowling  Green,  Forts  Donelson  and 
Henry,  to  Columbus  on  the  Mississippi.  While  the  forces  at 
Cairo,  under  General  Grant,  were  threatening  the  left  of  this 
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line  at  Columbus,  and  General  Buell's  main  force  was  pre- 
paring to  move  on  Bowling  Green  against  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston,  who  commanded  the  center  and  right,  a  rebel  move- 
ment was  in  progress  in  Eastern  and  Southern  Kentucky, 
which  threatened  the  left  and  rear  of  General  Buell's  army, 
and  would  seriously  disturb  its  movement  against  Johnston. 

In  the  early  autumn  of  1861,  the  rebel  authorities  had 
organized  a  brigade  in  Eastern  Tennessee  and  Southwestern 
Virginia,  for  the  special  purpose  of  guarding  the  mountain 
passes  at  Pound  Gap  and  Cumberland  Gap.  Before  the  end 
of  the  year,  they  had  also  organized  two  active  forces  to  oper- 
ate in  front  of  these  gaps — one  under  Marshall,  which  moved 
from  the  neighborhood  of  Pound  Gap  down  the  Sandy  valley, 
and  the  other,  a  larger  force,  under  Zollicoffer,  which  occu- 
pied the  road  leading  from  Cumberland  Gap  to  Lexington. 

The  first  work  of  General  Buell's  campaign  was  to 
drive  back  these  forces  and  occupy  the  two  mountain  passes, 
in  order  to  protect  his  flank  and  rear.  General  Thomas  had 
been  placed  in  command  of  the  First  Division  of  the  army, 
and,  on  the  31st  of  December,  was  ordered  to  move  against 
Zollicoffer.  In  pursuance  of  this  order,  he  fought  and  won 
the  battle  of  Mill  Springs,  January  19,  1802,  which  was  by 
far  the  most  important  military  success  that  had  yet  been 
achieved  west  of  Virginia;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  de- 
feat of  Marshall,  near  Prestonburg,  nine  days  before,  it  was 
the  first  victory  in  the  department.  In  this  battle,  General 
Thomas  laid  the  foundation  of  his  fame  in  the  army  of  the 
center.  It  was  the  largest  and  most  important  command 
he  had  held  up  to  that  time,  and  his  troops  came  out  of  the 
fight  with  the  strongest  confidence  in  his  qualities  as  a  com- 
mander. 

This  battle  fully  launched  him  upon  his  career;  and  from 
that  time  to  the  end  of  the  war,  his  life  was  so  crowded  with 
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events  that  I  can  do  no  more  than  note  the  stages  of  com- 
mand and  responsibility  through  which  he  passed;  and  even 
this  I  do,  only  to  recall  it  to  your  minds  as  a  subject  of  re- 
flection. 

From  the  30th  of  November,  18G1,  to  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1862,  he  commanded  a  division  of  General  Buell's  army, 
without  intermission,  except  that  during  the  months  of  May 
and  June  he  commanded  the  right  wing  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  in  and  around  Corinth.  On  the  30th  of  September, 
1862,  he  was  appointed  second  in  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Ohio,  and  served  in  that  capacity  in  the  battle  of  Perry  - 
ville,  and  until  October  30,  1862,  when  the  old  name  of  "De- 
partment of  the  Cumberland"  was  restored,  and  General 
Rosecrans  assumed  command.  That  officer  reorganized  the 
army,  then  known  as  the  "Fourteenth  Army  Corps,"  into 
three  distinct  commands — right,  left,  and  center — and  assigned 
Thomas  to  the  center,  which  consisted  of  five  divisions.  He 
held  this  command  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  and  until  the 
0th  of  January,  1863,  when,  by  order  of  the  AVar  Department, 
the  three  divisions  of  t  le  army  were  made  army  corps.  One 
of  these,  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  Thomas  commanded 
during  the  campaigns  of  Middle  Tennessee  and  Chickamauga, 
which  resulted  in  driving  the  rebels  beyond  the  Tennessee 
ri  er  and  gaining  possession  of  Chattanooga.  On  the  19th 
of  October,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment he  relieved  General  Rosecrans  and  assumed  command 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber/and.  Soon  afterward,  two  other 
armies,  Sherman's  and  Sciiofield's,  were  brought  to  Chat- 
tanooga, the  three  forming  a  grand  army  under  General 
Grant,  for  the  purpose  of  pushing  the  rebels  further  South  on 
the  great  line  of  the  center.  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
consisting  of  four  corps,  formed  the  center  of  the  grand  army. 
In  this  position  Thomas  commanded  it  at  the  storming  of  Mis- 
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sion  Ridge,  and  in  that  series  of  masterly  movements  and  bat- 
tles in  Georgia,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  Sep- 
tember 1,  186-4. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  Thomas  was  ordered  to'Tennes- 
see  to  protect  the  department  against  the  invasion  of  Hood. 
"While  in  this  command,  he  conducted  the  operations  Avhich 
resulted  in  the  combats  along  the  Duck  river;  the  battle  of 
Franklin,  November  30;  the  destruction  of  Hood's  army  in  the 
battle  of  Nashville,  December  15  and  16,  1864;  and  finally  in 
the  capture  of  Jefferson  Davis,  in  May,  1865. 

From  June,  1865,  to  May,  1869,  he  commanded  most  of 
the  territory  which  had  been  the  theater  of  his  service  during 
the  war;  and  on  the  15th  of  May,  1869,  he  started  for  San  Fran- 
cisco, where  he  remained  in  command  of  the  Military  Division 
of  the  Pacific  until  the  date  of  his  death,  March  28,  1870. 

lie  was  appointed  Major  General  of  Volunteers,  April  25, 
1862;  Brigadier  General  in  the  Regular  Army,  October  27, 1863, 
and  Major  General,  December  15,  1864. 

In  the  presence  of  such  a  career,  let  us  consider  the  qualities 
which  produced  it  and  the  character  which  it  developed.  We 
are  struck,  at  the  outset,  with  the  evenness  and  completeness 
of  his  life.  There  were  no  breaks  in  it,  no  chasms,  no  up- 
heavals.    His  pathway  was  a  plane  of  continued  elevation. 

It  was  so  at  the  Military  Academy.  Slowly,  but  steadily 
and  thoroughly,  he  worked  lip  the  sturdy  materials  of  his 
nature  into  that  strength  and  harmony  which  culture  alone  can 
produce.  At  the  end  of  his  first  year,  on  the  basis  of  general 
merit,  he  ranked  twenty-sixth  in  his  class.  Each  year  wit- 
nessed an  upward  movement.  At  the  end  of  his  course  he 
stood  twelfth  in  his  class.  He  was  successively  corporal,  ser- 
geant, and  lieutenant  of  cadets.  The  rules  of  the  Academy 
make  the  slightest  irregularity  of  conduct  or  appearance,  a 
ground  for  demerit;  and  many  cadets  were  marked  hundreds 
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of  dements  in  the  course  of  a  year.  Thomas  had  hut  twenty 
during  his  first  year,  nineteen  the  second,  eighteen  the  third, 
and  fourteen  the  fourth. 

In  the  army  he  never  leaped  a  grade,  either  in  rank  or  com- 
mand. He  did  not  command  a  company  until  after  long  ser- 
vice as  a  lieutenant.  He  commanded  a  regiment  only  at  the 
end  of  many  years  of  company  and  garrison  duty.  He  did 
not  command  a  brigade  until  after  he  had  commanded  his  reg- 
iment three  years  on  the  Indian  frontier.  He  did  not  command 
a  division  until  after  he  had  mustered  in,  organized,  disciplined, 
and  commanded  a  brigade.  He  did  not  command  a  corps  until 
he  had  led  his  division  in  battle  and  through  many  hundred 
miles  of  hostile  country.  He  did  not  command  the  army  until, 
in  battle,  at  the  head  of  his  corps,  he  had  saved  it  from  ruin. 

This  regular  and  steady  advancement  was  suited  to  the  char- 
acter of  his  mind  and  the  habits  of  his  life.  When,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1862,  he  was  offered  the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
Ohio,  he  peremptorily  declined  it  and  urged  the  retention  of 
General  Buell.  It  would  have  violated  his  law  of  growth,  to 
leap  from  a  division  to  the  head  of  an  army,  without  first  hav- 
ing assured  himself,  by  actual  trial,  that  he  could  handle 
a  corps.  The  law  of  his  life  was  greater  than  his  love  of 
fame. 

In  such  a  career,  it  is  by  no  means  the  least  of  a  man's 
achievements,  to  take  his  own  measure,  to  discover  and  under- 
stand the  scope  and  range  of  his  own  capacity.  Probably  the 
best  gauge  of  military  ability  is  found  in  the  number  of  troops 
a  man  can  handle  wisely  and  well  in  battle.  , 

The  most  successful  soldier  of  our  war  has  said,  that  when 
he  accepted  the  command  of  his  Illinois  regiment,  he  deeply 
distrusted  his  ability  to  handle  so  large  a  number  of  men.  He 
knew  he  could  handle  a  company,  for  he  had  done  that  in 
Mexico;  but  how  much  higher  his  range  extended  he  did  not 
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know.  General  Sherman  has  expressed  the  opinion  that  no 
man  can  effectually  handle  more  than  70,000  men,  in  battle,  in 
a  wooded  country  like  ours.  Thomas  was  right  in  declining 
to  command  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  in  1862.  A  year  later 
he  had  tested  himself,  and  was  ready  to  bear  greater  responsi- 
bility. 

His  career  was  not  only  great  and  complete,  but,  what  is 
more  signficant,  it  was,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  work  of  his 
own  hands.  It  was  not  the  result  of  accident  or  happy 
chance.  I  do  not  deny  that  in  all  human  pursuits,  and 
especially  in  war,  results  are  often  determined  by  what  men 
call  fortune — "that  name  for  the  unknown  combinations  of 
Infinite  power."  But  this  is  almost  always  a  modifying  rather 
than  an  initial  force.  Only  a  weak,  a  vain,  or  a  desperate  man 
will  rely  upon  it  for  success. 

Thomas'  life  is  a  notable  illustration  of  the  virtue  and 
power  of  hard  work :  and  in  the  last  analysis  the  power  to 
do  hard  work  is  only  another  name  for  talent.  Professor 
Church,  one  of  his  instructors  at  West  Point,  says,  of  his 
student  life,  that  "he  never  allowed  anything  to  escape  a 
thorough  examination,  and  left  uothing  behind  that  he  did  not 
fully  comprehend."  And  so  it  was  in  the  army.  To  him  a 
battle  was  neither  an  earthquake,  nor  a  volcano,  nor  a  chaos  of 
brave  men  and  frantic  horses,  involved_iu  vast  explosions  of 
gunpowder.  It  was  rather  a  calm,  rational  concentration  of 
force  against  force.  It  was  a  question  of  lines  and  positions; 
of  weight  of  metal,  and  strength  of  battalions.  He  knew 
that  the  elements  and  forces  which  bring  victory  are  not 
created  on  the  battle  field,  but  must  be  patiently  elaborated  in 
the  quiet  of  the  camp,  by  the  perfect  organization  and  outfit  of 
his  army.  His  remark  to  a  captain  of  artillery  while  inspecting 
a  battery,  is  worth  remembering,  for  it  exhibits  his  theory  of 
success:  "Keep  everything  in   order,  for  the  fate  of  a  battle 
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may  tarn  on  a  buckle  or  a  linch-pin."  He  understood  so 
thoroughly  the  condition  of  his  army,  and  its  equipment,  that 
when  the  hour  of  trial  came,  he  knew  how  great  a  pressure  it 
could  stand,  and  how  hard  a  blow  it  could  strike. 

His  character  was  as  grand  and  as  simple  as  a  colossal 
pillar  of  chiseled  granite.  Every  step  of  his  career  as  a 
soldier,  was  marked  by  the  most  loyal  and  unhesitating  obedi- 
ence to  law — to  the  laws  of  his  Government,  and  to  the  com- 
mands of  his  superiors.  The  obedience  which  he  rendered  to 
those  above  him  he  rigidly  required  of  those  under  his  com- 
mand. 

Ilia  influence  over  his  troops  grew  steadily  and  constantly. 
lie  won  liis  ascendancy  over  them,  neither  by  artifice,  nor  by 
any  one  act  of  special  daring,  but  he  gradually  tilled  them 
with  his  own  spirit,  until  their  confidence  in  him  knew  no 
bounds. 

His  power  as  a  commander  was  developed  slowly  and 
silently  ;  not  like  volcanic  land  lifted  from  the  sea  by  sudden 
and  violent  upheaval,  but  rather  like  a  coral  island,  where 
each  increment  is  a  growth — an  act  of  life  and  work. 

Power  exhibits  itself  under  two  distinct  forms— strength 
and  force — each  possessing  peculiar  qualities,  and  each  perfect 
in  its  own  sphere.  Strength  is  typified  by  the  oak,  the  rock, 
the  mountain.  Force  embodies  itself  in  the  cataract,  the  tem- 
pest, the  thunderbolt. 

The  great  tragic  poet  of  Greece,  in  describing  the  punish- 
ment of  Prometheus  for  rebellion  against  Jupiter,  represented 
Vulcan  descending  from  heaven,  attended  by  two  mighty 
spirits,  Strength  and  Force,  by  whose  aid  he  held  and  bound 
Prometheus  to  the  rock. 

In  subduing  our  great  rebellion,  the  liepublic  called  to  its 
aid  men  who  represented  many  forms  of  great  excellence  and 
power.     Avery  few  of  our  commanders  possessed  more  force 
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than  Thomas — more  genius  for  planning  and  executing  bold  and 
daring  enterprises;  but,  in  my  judgment,  no  other  was  so  com- 
plete an  embodiment  and  incarnation  of  strength — the  strength 
that  resists,  maintains,  and  endures.  His  power  was  not  that 
of  the  cataract,  which  leaps  in  fury  down  the  chasm,  but  rather 
that  of  the  river,  broad  and  deep,  whose  current  is  steady,  silent, 
irresistible.  j 

It  was  most  natural  that  such  a  man  should  be  placed  in 
the  center  of  movements.  The  work  to  be  accomplished  on 
the  great  line  of  the  center,  was  admirably  adapted  to  the  mil- 
itary character  of  Thomas.  To  advance  steadily,  and  to  stay — 
to  occupy,  and  to  hold — was  the  business  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  from  first  to  last.  It  is  a  significant  fact  that,  from 
the  autumn  of  1862,  till  the  autumn  of  1864 — from  Bowling 
Green  to  Atlanta — whether  commanding  a  division,  a  corps,  \ 

or  an  army,  his  position  on  the  march,  and  his  post  in  battle 
was  the  center.  And  he  was  placed  there  because  it  was  found 
that  when  his  command  occupied  the  center,  that  center  could 
not  be  broken.     It  never  was  broken. 

At  Stone  River  he  was  the  unmoved  and  immovable 
pivot,  around  which  swung  our  routed  right  wing.  As  the  eye 
of  Rosecrans,  our  daring  and  brilliant  commander,  swept  over 
that  bloody  field,  it  always  rested  on  Thomas,  as  the  center  of 
his  hope.  For  five  days  Thomas'  command  stood  fighting  in 
its  bloody  tracks,  until  twenty  per  cent,  of  its  members  were 
killed  or  wounded,  and  the  enemy  had  retreated. 

But  it  was  reserved  for  the  last  day  at  Chickamauga  to 
exhibit,  in  one  supreme  example,  the  vast  resources  of  his  pro- 
digious strength.  After  a  day  of  heavy  fighting  and  a  night 
of  anxious  preparation,  General  Rosecrans  had  established 
his  lines  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  road  to  Chattanooga. 
This  road  was  to  be  the  prize  of  that  day's  battle.     If  our  army 
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failed  to   hold  it,  not  only  was  our  campaign   a  failure,  but 
inevitable  destruction  awaited  the  army  itself. 

Rosecrans  had  crossed  the  Tennessee,  and  had  success- 
fully maneuvered  the  enemy  out  of  Chattanooga.  The  greater 
work  remained  to  march  his  own  army  into  that  place,  in  the 
face  of  Bragg's  army,  heavily  reinforced,  and  greatly  outnum- 
bering his  own. 

The  Rossville  road — the  road  to  Chattanooga — was  the 
great  prize  to  he  won  or  lost  at  Chickamauga.  If  the  enemy 
failed  to  gain  it,  their  campaign  would  be  an  unmitigated  dis- 
aster; for  the  gateway  of  the  mountains  would  be  irretrieva- 
bly lost.  If  our  army  failed  to  hold  it,  not  only  would  our 
campaign  be  a  failure,  but  almost  inevitable  destruction 
awaited  the  army  itself.  The  first  day's  battle  (September  19), 
which  lasted  far  into  the  night,  left  us  in  possession  of  the 
road;  but  all  knew  that  next  day  would  bring  the  final  de- 
cision. Late  at  night,  surrounded  by  his  commanders  assem- 
bled in  the  rude  cabin  known  as  the  Widow  Glen  House, 
Rosecrans  gave  his  orders  for  the  coming  morning.  The  sub- 
stance of  his  order  to  Thomas  was  this  :  "  Your  line  lies  across 
the  road  to  Chattanooga.  That  is  the  pivot  of  the  battle. 
Hold  it  at  all  hazards;  and  I  will  reinforce  you,  if  necessary, 
with  the  whole  army." 

During  the  whole  night,  the  reinforcements  of  the  enemy 
were  coming  in.  Early  next  morning,  we  were  attacked  along 
the  whole  line.  Thomas  commanded  the  left  and  center  of 
our  arm}7.  From  early  morning,  he  withstood  the  furious  and 
repeated  attacks  of  the  enemy  who  constantly  reinforced  his 
assaults  on  our  left.  About  noon,  our  whole  right  wing  was 
broken,  and  driven  in  hopeless  confusion  from  the  field.  Rose- 
crans was  himself  swept  away  in  the  tide  of  retreat.  The 
forces  of  Longstreet,  which  had  broken  our  right,  desisted 
from  the  pursuit,  and  forming  in  heavy  columns  assaulted  the 
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right  flank  of  Thomas  with  unexampled  fury.  Seeing  the  ap- 
proaching danger,  he  threw  back  his  exposed  flank  toward  the 
base  of  the  mountain  and  met  the  new  peril. 

While  men  shall  read  the  history  of  battles,  they  will 
never  fail  to  study  and  admire  the  work  of  Thomas  during 
that  afternoon.  With  but  twenty-five  thousand  men,  formed 
in  a  semi-circle  of  which  he  himself  was  the  center  and  soul, 
he  successfully  resisted,  for  more  than  five  hours,  the  repeated 
assaults  of  an  army  of  sixty-five  thousand  men,  flushed  with 
victory,  and  bent  on  his  annihilation. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  day,  his  ammunition  began  to 
fail.  One  by  one  his  division  commanders  reported  but  ten 
rounds,  five  rounds,  or  two  rounds  left.  The  calm,  quiet  an- 
swer was  returned  :  "  Save  your  fire  for  close  quarters,  and 
when  your  last  shot  is  fired,  give  them  the  bayonet."  On  a 
portion  of  his  line,  the  last  assault  was  repelled  by  the  bay- 
onet, and  several  hundred  rebels  were  captured.  When  night 
had  closed  over  the  combatants,  the  last  sound  of  battle  was 
the  booming  of  Thomas'  shells  bursting  among  his  baffled  and 
retreating  assailants. 

lie  was,  indeed,  the  "  Rock  of  Ohickamauga,"  against 
which  the  wild  waves  of  battle  dashed  in  vain.  It  will  stand 
written  forever  in  the  annals  of  his  country,  that  there  he 
saved  from  destruction  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  held 
the  road  to  Chattanooga.  The  campaign  was  successful.  The 
gate  of  the  mountains  was  ours. 

Time  would  fail  me  to  notice  other  illustrations  of  his 
qualities,  as  exhibited  at  the  storming  of  Mission  Ridge, 
and  during  the  "  hundred  days  under  fire"  in  the  great  march 
from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta.  Later  in  the  war,  there  awaited 
him  a  tost,  in  some  respects  more  searching  than  any  that 
tried  him. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  1864,  he  was  ordered  by  Gen- 
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eral  Sherman,  to  return  with  a  portion  of  his  army  into  Ten- 
nessee and  defend  the  department  against  Hood's  invasion. 
By  the  end  of  Oetober,  Sherman  had  determined  to  cut  loose 
from  his  base  and  march  to  the  sea.  For  this  service  he 
selected  the  flower  of  his  grand  army,  including  two  of  the 
best  corps  of  Thomas'  army. 

By  the  5th  of  November,  Hood  was  encamped  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tennessee  with  forty  thousand  infantry  and  not 
less  than  twelve  thousand  of  the  best  cavalry  in  the  rebel  ser- 
vice. Thus  Thomas  was  confronted  by  that  veteran  army 
which  had  so  ably  resisted  Sherman's  army  on  its  march  to 
Atlanta.  At  the  same  date,  Thomas  had  an  effective  force  of 
but  twenty-three  thousand  infantry  and  seven  thousand  cav- 
alry. Convalescents  and  dismounted  cavalry  were  coming  I 
back  to  him  from  Atlanta ;  raw  recruits  were  arriving  from  i 
the  North,  and  two  divisions  were  en  route  from  Missouri. 
The  problem  before  him  was  how  to  delay  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  until  he  could  organize  a  force  strong  enough  to  win  a 
battle. 

The  history  of  this  campaign  is  too  well  known  to  need 
repetition  here.  I  allude  to  it  only  to  exhibit  his  characteris- 
tics as  a  soldier.  After  the  skillful  resistance  at  Duck  river 
and  Spring  Hill,  and  the  remarkably  brilliant  and  bloody  bat- 
tle at  Franklin,  he  found  Hood's  army  in  front  of  Nashville  on 
the  1st  of  December.  With  his  accustomed  care,  he  had 
measured  the  force  of  the  opposing  armies  and  determined 
that  by  one  plan  only  could  he  achieve  certain  success.  That 
plan  required  him  to  delay  the  battle  until  he  could  get  his 
new  and  improvised  army  fully  in  hand,  and  could  organize  a 
cavalry  force  to  secure  the  fruits  of  victory.  The  authorities  t 
at  Washington,  fearing  the  breaking  up  of  our  communica-' 
tions  with  Chattanooga,  and,  perhaps,  another  invasion  of 
Kentucky,  were  dissatisfied  with  his  delay,  and  urged  him  to 
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give  battle  immediately.  He  knew,  better  than  any  other 
could  know,  the  law  of  his  own  mind  and  the  methods  by 
which  he  had  a  right  to  expect  success.  The  9th  of  December 
came,  and  with  it  the  intelligence  that  an  order  was  prepared 
to  suspend  him  from  command  and  to  require  another  to  make 
the  attack. 

It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  his  response  to  this  in- 
telligence will  not  confer  more  glory  on  his  name  than  the 
winning  of  a  battle.  In  his  dispatch  of  December  9th  to  Gen- 
eral IIalleck,  he  said  : 

"  Your  dispatch  of  10:30  a.  m.  this  date  is  received.  I  regret 
that  General  Grant  should  feel  dissatisfaction  at  my  delay  in  at- 
tacking the  enemy.  I  feel  conscious  that  I  have  done  everything 
in  my  power  to  prepare,  and  that  the  troops  could  not  have  been 
got  ready  before  this  ;  and  if  he  should  order  me  to  be  relieved  I 
will  submit  without  a  murmur.  A  terrible  storm  of  freezing  rain 
has  come  on  since  daylight,  which  will  render  an  attack  impossi- 
ble until  it  breaks." 

On  receiving  this  dispatch,  General  Grant  answered  him 
that  he  had  telegraphed  to  suspend  the  order  relieving  him, 
and  in  conclusion  said:  "I  hope  most  sincerely  that  the  facts 
will  show  that  you  have  been  right  all  the  time." 

On  the  11th,  however,  he  received  from  General  Grant 
a  peremptory  order  to  "  delay  no  longer  for  weather  or  rein- 
forcements." Still  the  storm  raged,  and  Nashville  was  locked 
in  ice.  On  the  12th  he  attempted  to  form  his  lines  for  battle  ; 
but  the  ground  was  so  thickly  incrusted  with  ice,  that  his 
troops  could  neither  ascend  the  slopes  nor  move  in  good  order 
on  level  ground.  That  night,  he  stated  the  situation  to  Gen- 
eral IIalleck,  in  a  telegram  which  concluded  with  these 
words  :  "  Under  these  circumstances,  I  believe  that  an  attack 
at  this  time  would  only  result  in  a  useless  sacrifice  of  life." 
Not  until  the  morning  of  the  15th  did  he  deem  it  possible  to 
win   a  battle.      That    morning,  the    Lieutenant  General    had 
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started  from  City  Point,  Virginia,  on  his  way  to  Nashville  to 
assume  the  command  himself;  but  at  Washington,  the  news 
reached  him  of  the  first  clay's  fight.  On  the  evening  of  the 
IGth  Thomas  had  substantially  destroyed  the  army  of  Hood. 
In  reviewing  these  transactions  there  would  be  no  justice  in 
crimination  or  recrimination  ;  in  blaming  the  living  in  order  to 
praise  the  dead.  It  was  the  spectacle  of  two  able  commanders, 
each  true  to  himself,  each  honoring  the  other  while  following 
his  highest  convictions  of  duty — the  one,  impelled  by  the  wishes 
of  his  superiors,  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War,  and  by 
his  own  judgment  of  the  situation  to  deliver  immediate  battle — 
the  other,  preferring  to  lose  his  command  rather  than  to  sacri- 
fice his  army,  to  be  right  rather  than  seem  so.  Of  Thomas'  con- 
duct on  this  trying  occasion,  our  comrade,  General  Cox,  who 
bore  so  noble  a  part  in  the  Nashville  campaign,  has  well  said  : 

"lie  waited  with  immovable  firmness  tor  the  right  hour  to  come. 
It  came,  and  with  it  a  justification  oi  both  his  military  skill  and 
his  own  so  If- forgetful  patriotism,  so  complete  and  glorious  that  it 
would  be  a  mere  waste  of  words  to  talk  ab  >ut  it." 

General  Grant  himself  has  officially  put  it  on  record,  that 
the  defeat  of  Hood  was  the  vindication  of  Thomas'  judgment. 

N"ashville  was  the  only  battle  of  our  war  which  annihilated 
an  army.  Hood  crossed  the  Tennessee  late  in  November,  and 
moved  northward  with  an  army  of  titty-seven  thousand  vete- 
rans. Before  the  end  of  December  twenty-tive  thousand  of 
that  number  were  killed,  wounded,  or  captured;  thousands 
more  had  deserted,  and  the  rabble  that  followed  him  back  to 
the  South  was  no  longer  an  army. 

In  summing  up  the  qualities  of  General  Thomas,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  find  his  exact  parallel  in  history.  His  character  as  a 
man  and  a  soldier  was  unique.  In  some  respects  he  resembled 
Zaciiauy    Taylor;    and    many   of   his    solid    qualities,    as    a 
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soldier,  were  developed  by  his  long  service  under  that  honest 
and  sturdy  commander. 

In  patient  attention  to  all  the  details  of  duty  ,i  nthe  thorough- 
ness of  organization,  equipment,  and  discipline  of  his  troops 
and  in  the  powerful  grasp  by  which  he  held  and  wielded  his 
army,  he  was  not  unlike  and  fully  equaled  Wellington. 

The  language  applied  to  the  Iron  Duke,  by  the  historian  of 
the  Peninsular  AVar,  might  almost  be  mistaken  for  a  descrip- 
tion of  Thomas.     Napier  says  : 

"  He  held  his  army  in  hand,  keeping  it,  with  unmitigated  labor, 
always  in  a  fit  state  to  march  or  to  tight.  .  .  .  Sometimes  he 
was  indebted  to  fortune,  sometimes  to  his  natural  genius,  always 
to  his  untiring  industry ;  for  ho  was  emphatically  a  painstaking 
man." 

The  language  of  Lord  Brougham,  addressed  to  Welling- 
ton, is  a  fitting  description  of  Thomas  : 

"  Mighty  Captain  !  who  never  advanced  except  to  cover  his 
arms  with  glory  ;  Mightier  Captain  !  who.  never  retreated  except 
to  eclipse  the  glory  of  his  advance." 

If  I  remember  correctly,  no  enemy  was  ever  able  to  fight 
Thomas  out  of  any  position  he  undertook  to  hold. 

On  the  whole,  I  can  not  doubt  that  the  most  fitting  parallel  to 
General  Thomas  is  found  in  our  greatest  American,  the  man  ^ 

who  was,  "first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen."  The  personal  resemblance  of  General 
Thomas  to  Washington  was  often  the  subject  of  remark.  Even 
at  West  Point,  Rosecrans  was  accustomed  to  call  him  Gen- 
eral Washington. 

He  resembled  Washington  in  the  gravity  and  dignity  of  his 
character;  in  the  solidity  of  his  judgment ;  in  the  careful  accu- 
racy of  all  his  transactions;  in  his  incorruptible  integrity,  and 
in  his  extreme,  but  unaffected,  modesty. 
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Though  his  death  was  most  sudden  and  unexpected,  all  his 
official  papers,  and  his  accounts  with  the  Government,  were  in 
perfect  order,  and  ready  for  instant  settlement.  His  reports 
and  official  correspondence  were  models  of  pure  style,  and  full 
of  valuable  details.  Even  during  the  exciting  and  rapid  cam- 
paign from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  he  recorded,  each  month, 
the  number  of  rounds  his  men  had  fired,  and  other  similar 
facts  concerning  the  equipment  and  condition  of  his  army.  He 
has  left  behind  him  a  great  mass  of  most  valuable  papers,  clas- 
sified and  arranged  in  perfect  order,  the  publication  of  which 
will  make  an  almost  complete  history  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland. 

His  modesty  was  as  real  as  his  courage.  When  he  was  in 
Washington  in  1866,  his  friends  with  great  difficulty  persuaded 
him  to  allow  himself  to  be  introduced  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. He  was  escorted  to  the  Speaker's  stand,  while  the 
great  assembly  of  representatives  and  citizens  arose  and  greeted 
him  with  the  most  enthusiastic  marks  of  affection  and  rever- 
ence.    Mr.  Speaker  Colfax,  in  speaking  of  it  afterward,  said: 

':I  noticed,  as  he  stood  beside  me, that  his  hand  trembled  like  an 
aspen  leaf.  He  could  bear  the  shock  of  battle,  hut  he  shrank 
before  the  storm  of  applause." 

He  was  not  insensible  to  praise;  and  he  was  quick  to  feel 
any  wrong  or  injustice.  While  grateful  to  his  country  for  the 
honor  it  conferred  upon  him,  and  while  cherishing  all  expres- 
sions of  affection  on  the  part  of  his  friends — he  would  not 
accept  the  smallest  token  of  regard,  in  the  form  of  a  gift. 

So  frank  and  guileless  was  his  life,  so  free  from  anything 
that  approached  intrigue,  that  when  after  his  death  his  private 
letters  and  papers  were  examined,  there  was  not  a  scrap  among 
them  that  his  most  confidential  friends  thought  best  to  destroy. 

When  Phidias  was  asked,  why  he  took  so  much  pains  to 
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finish  up  the  parts  of  his  statue  that  would  not  be  in  sight,  he 
said:  "These  I  am  finishing  for  the  gods  to  look  at."  In  the 
life  and  character  of  General  Thomas,  there  were  no  secret 
places  of  which  his  friends  will  ever  be  ashamed. 

But  his  career  is  ended.  Struck  dead  at  his  post  of 
duty,  a  bereaved  nation  bore  his  honored  dust  across  the  conti- 
nent and  laid  it  to  rest  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  amidst 
the  tears  and  grief  of  millions.  The  nation  stood  at  his 
grave  as  a  mourner.  No  one  knew  until  he  was  dead,  how 
strong  was  his  hold  on  the  hearts  of  the  American  people.  Every 
citizen  felt  that  a  pillar  of  State  had  fallen ;  that  a  great,  and 
true,  and  pure  man  had  passed  from  earth. 

There  are  no  fitting  words  in  which  I  may  speak  of  the  loss 
which  every  member  of  this  Society  has  sustained  in  his  death. 

The  General  of  the  army  has  beautifully  said5  in  his  order 
announcing  the  death  of  Thomas  : 

"  Though  he  leaves  no  child  to  bear  his  name,  the  Old  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  numbered  by  tens  of  thousands,  called  him  Father, 
and  will  weep  for  him  in  tears  of  manly  grief." 

To  us,  his  comrades,  he  has  left  the  riah  legacy  of  his  friend- 
ship. To  his  country  and  to  mankind,  he  has  left  his  character 
and  his  fame  as  a  priceless  and  everlasting  possession. 

"0  iron  nerve  to  true  occasion  true! 
O  fallen  at  length  that  tower  of  strength 
Which  stood  four-square  to  all  the  winds  that  blew  !" 

"  Ilis  work  is  done;  y_ 

But  while  the  races  of  mankind  endure, 

Let  his  great  example  stand 

Colossal  seen  of  every  land, 

And  keep  the  soldier  firm,  the  statesman  pure, 

Till  in  all  lands  and  thro'  all  human  story, 

The  path  of  Duty  be  the  way  to  Glory." 
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APPENDIX  TO  GEN.  GARFIELD'S  ORATION. 


A.. 


The  Army  Register  shows  the  following  as  the  Roster  of  the 
Second  U.  S.  Cavalry  in  1860,  with  the  date  of  the  resignation  of 
those  who  went  into  the  rebel  service. 

Colonel  Albert  S.  Johnston,*  resigned  May  3,  1861. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  E.  Lee ,#  resigned  April  25,  1861. 

Major  Wm.  J.  Hardee,*  resigned  January  31,  1861. 

Major  George  II.  Thomas. 

Captain  Earl  Van  Dorn,*  resigned  January  31,  1861. 

Captain  Edmund  K.  Smith ,*  resigned  April  6,  1861. 

Captain  James  Oakes. 

Captain  Innis  N.  Palmer. 

Captain  George  Stoneman. 

Captain  William  R.  Bradpute,  resigned  March  21,  1861. 

Captain  Albert  G.  Brackett.* 

Captain  Charles  J.  Whiting.  V 

Captain  Nathan  G.  Evans,  resigned  February  27,  1861. 

Captain  Richard  W.  Johnson. 

First  Lieutenant  Joseph  II.  McArthur. 

First  Lieutenant  Chas.  W.  Field  *  resigned  May  30,  1861. 

First  Lieutenant  Kenner  Garrard. 

First  Lieutenant  Walter  II.  Jenifer*  resigned  April  30, 1861. 


*  Became  Generals  in  the  Kebel  Arm- 
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I 
First  Lieutenant  William  B.  Royall. 
First  Lieutenant  William  P.  Chambliss. 

First  Lieutenant  Eobert  Nelson  Eagle.  , 

First  Lieutenant  John  T.  Siioaff,  resigned  February  22, 1861. 
First  Lieutenant  George  B.  Cosby,*  resigned  May  10,  1861. 
First  Lieutenant  William  W.  Lowe. 

First  Lieutenant  John  B.  Hood,*  resigned  April  16, 1861. 
Second  Lieutenant  James  B.  Witherell. 

Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  F.  Minter,  resigned  March  31, 1861. 
Second  Lieutenant  Chas.  W.  Pleieer,*  resigned  April  1,  1861. 
Second  Lieutenant  James  E.  Harrison.  I 

Second  Lieutenant  A.  Parker  Porter. 
Second  Lieutenant  Wesley  Owens. 

Second  Lieutenant  Jas.  P.  Major,*  resigned  March  21,  1861. 
Second  Lieutenant  Fitzhugii  Lee,*  resigned  May  21,  1861. 
Second  Lieutenant  Manning  M.Kimmell,  resigned  Aug.  11,  '61.  \ 

Second  Lieutenant  Geo.  A.  Cunningham,  resigned  Feb.  27,  '61. 

Brevet  Second  Lieutenant  Abraham  K.  Arnold. 

.  ,  . 

*  Became  Generals  in  the  Rebel  Army. 
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B. 

November  19,  1870. 
DEAK  GENERAL: 

I  give  you  the  following  from   memory,  having  never 
made  any  written  note  of  it  before. 

It  must  have  been  about,  if  not  upon,  the  10th  April,  1861,  that 
Colonel  E.  E.  Lee,  First  II.  S.  Cavalry,  then  staying  at  Arlington, 
came  to  General  Scott's  office,  opposite  the  War  Department,  in 
Washington,  in  obedience  to  a  message  from  the  General  that  he 
desired  to  see  him.  I  was  the  only  person  present  during  the 
interview.  General  Scott  spoke  lor  about  fifteen  minutes,  the 
substanceof  his  rem  arks*  being  that  it  was  time  Lee  should  clearly 
define  his  position  upon  the  question  which  was  causing  many 
Southern  officers  to  resign  from  the  United  States  Army;  that  he 
had  probably  already  made  up  his  mind,  but  that  he  should  weigh 
well  the  consequence;  that  the  cause  of  the  Southern  people 
against  the  North  could  not  possibly  terminate  in  favor  of  the 
former,  and  should  it  fail  the  result  must  be  disastrous  to  those 
officers  who  left  the  army  to  join  the  South. 

Lee  listened  in  silence,  and  at  last  replied  briefly  :  "  General,  I 
must  go  with  my  native  State  in  what  she  decides  to  bz  best.  My 
children  all  own  property  in  Virginia;  all  that  we  have  is  there. 
I  can  not  raise  m}7  hand  against  my  children." 

The  interview  then  terminated,  and  Lee  sent  in  his  resigna- 
tion the  next  day,  April  20,  1861. 

Yours  truly, 

E.  D.  TOWNSENL: 
General  Garfield,  M.  C. 
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c. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  November  21,  1870. 


DEAR  GENERAL 


I  send  you  the  following  information,  drawn   from  the 
records  in  the  Adjutant  General's  office. 

R.  E.  Lee  recorded  his  name  in  the  Adjutant  General's  office, 
March  5,  1861,  as  Brevet  Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Second 
Cavalry.  Address,  Arlington;  with  the  remark,  "  undei  orders 
from  Department  of  Texas." 

E.  E.  Lee  was  confirmed  by  the  Senate  as  Colonel  First  Cavalry, 
March  23,  1861.  Date  of  Commission,  March  25,  1861,  to  rank 
from  March  10,  1861.     Commission  forwarded  to  him  at  Arlington,  | 

Va.,  March  28,  1861,  and  its  receipt  acknowledged  and  accepted  by 
him  March  30,  1861.  April  20,  1861,  by  letter  from  Arlington, 
R.  E.  Lee  tenders  his  resignation  as  Colonel  First  Cavalry.  Re- 
ceived 1>3T  General  Scott  the  same  day,  and  sent  to  the  Adjutant 
General.  Submitted  to  General  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  April 
21,  1861,  and  accepted  by  him  the  next  day,  April  27,  1861.  lie  was 
informed  at  Richmond  of  the  acceptance,  by  the  President,  of  his 
resignation,  to  take  effect  April  25,  1861. 

In  the  letter  of  tender  of  resignation,  no  reason  given. 

Fitzhugh  Lee  records  his  name  at  the  Adjutant  General's 
office  as  Second  Lieutenant  First  Cavalry,  May  1,  1861,  with  the 
remark,  k' on  seven  diiys'  leave  from  West  Point,"  at  Washington, 
May  16,  1861,  tenders  his  resignation.  Address  Richmond.  Resig- 
nation submitted  to  General  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  May 
21,  1861,  and  accepted  hy  him.  -^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier  General  U.  S.  Army. 
General  J.  A.  Garfield,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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GENERAL 


D. 

Arlington,  Va.,  April  20,  1861 


Since  my  interview  with  3'ou,  on  the  18th  inst.,  I  have 
felt  that  I  ought  not  longer  to  retain  my  commission  in  the  arm}-. 
I  therefore  tender  ni}'  resignation,  which  I  request  you  will  recom- 
mend for  acceptance.  It  would  have  been  presented  at  once  but 
for  the  struggle  it  has  cost  me  to  separate  myself  from  the  service 
to  which  I  have  devoted  all  the  best  years  of  my  life  and  all  the  I 
ability  I  possessed. 

During  the  whole  of  that  time — more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury— 1  have  experienced  nothing  but  kindness  from  my  superiors 
and  the  most  cordial  friendship  from  my  comrades.  To  no  one, 
General,  have  I  been  so  much  indebted  as  to  yourself  for  uniform  ^ 
kindness  and  consideration,  and  it  has  always  been  my  ardent 
desire  to  merit  your  approbation.  I  shall  carry  to  the  grave, the 
most  grateful  recollections  of  your  kind  consideration,  and  your 
name  and  fame  will  always  be  dear  to  me. 

Save  in  defense  of  my  State,  I  never  desire  to  draw  my  sword. 
Be  pleased  to  accept  my  most  earnest  wishes  for  the  continuance 
of  yoiw  happiness  and  prosperity,  and  believe  me,  most  truly 
yours,  E.  E.  LEE. 

Lieutenant  General  Winfield  Scott, 

Commanding  United  States  Army. 

E. 

Headquarters  Richmond,  April  23,  18iJL 
General  Orders  No.  1  : 

In   obedience  to  orders  from  His  Excellency,  John  Letcher 
Governor  of  the  State,  Major  General  Robert  E.  Lee  assumes 
command  of  the  Military  and  Naval  Forces  of  Virginia. 
[Signed]  R.  E.  LEE, 

JUajor  General. 
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I 

F. 

Arlington,  Va.,  April  20,  18G1. 
MY  DEAR  SISTER:  | 

I  am  grieved  at  my  inability  to  see  you.  I  have  been 
waiting  for  a  "more  convenient  season,"  which  has  brought  to 
many  before  me  deep  and  lasting  regret.  Now  wre  are  in  a  state 
of  war  which  will  yield  to  nothing.  The  whole  South  is  in  a 
state  of  revolution,  into  which  Virginia,  after  a  long  struggle,  has 
been  drawn  ;  and  though  I  recognize  no  necessity  for  this  state  of 
things,  and  would  have  forborne  and  pleaded  to  the  end  for 
redress  of  grievances,  real  or  supposed,  yet  in  my  own  person  I 
had  to  meet  the  question  whether  I  would  take  part  against  my 
native  State.  With  all  my  devotion  to  the  Union,  and  the  feeling 
of  loyalty  and  duty  of  an  American  citizen,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  make  up  my  mind  to  raise  my  hand  against  my  relatives,  my 
children,  my  home.  I  have,  therefore,  resigned  my  commission 
in  the  army,  and,  save  in  defense  of  my  native  State,  with  the  hope 
that  my  poor  services  will  never  be  needed,  I  hope  I  may  never 
be  called  on  to  draw   my  sword. 

I  know  you  will  blame  me,  but  you  must  think  as  kindly  of 
me  as  you  can,  and  believe  that  1  have  endeavored  to  do  what  I 
thought  right.  To  show  you  the  feeling  and  struggle  it  cost  me, 
I  send  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Scott,  which  accompanied 
my  letter  of  resignation.     I  have  no  time  for  more. 

E.  E.  LEE. 
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o. 

Washington,  April  7,  1870. 
HON.  J.  A.  GARFIELD, 

House  of  Representatives. 

Sir  : 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  am  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  send  you  the  inclosed  sketch  of  Gen- 
eral Thomas'  services,  and  the  General  Orders  announcing  his 
decease. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant  General. 

(born  Virginia.)  GEORGE  H.  THOMAS.        (appointed  Virginia.) 

MILITARY    HISTORY. 

Cadet  at  the  United  States  Military  Academy  from  July  1, 
1836,  to  July  1,  1840,  when  he  was  graduated,  and  promoted  in 
the  Army  to 

Second  Lieutenant,  Third  Artillery,  July  1,  1840. 

Served    in   garrison   at  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.,   1840;  in   the 
Florida  War,  1840-42,  being  engaged  in  Major  Wade's  capture 
of  seventy  Seminole  Indians,  November  C,  1841;  in  garrison  at 
New  Orleans 
{Brevet  First  Lieutenant,  November  6,  1841,  for  gallantry  and  go^d 

conduct  in  the  war  against  the  Florida  Indians) 
Barracks,  La.,  1842;  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  1842-43;  and  Fort  Mc- 
Henry,  Md.,  1843-45;  on  recruiting  service,  1845;  in  garrison 

(First  Lieutenant,  Third  Artillery,  April  30,  1844) 
at  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  1845;  in   military  occupation   of   Texas, 
1845-46;  in  the  war  with   Mexico,  184G-48,  being  engaged  in  the 
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defense  of  Fort  Brown,  Texas,  May  3-9,  1846;  battle  of  Monterey, 

September  21-23,  1846;  and  battle  of  Buena  Vista, 

{Brevet  Captain,  September  23, 1846,  for  gallant  conduct  in  the  several 

conflicts  at  Monterey,  Mexico) 
February   22,   23,    1847;    in   garrison   at    the    mouth    of   the    Rio 
Grande, 
{Brevet  Major,  February  23,  1847,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct 

in  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  Mexico) 
Texas,  1848-49;  in  Florida  hostilities    against  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, 1849-50;  in  garrison  at  Fort  Independence,  Mass.,  1850;  at 
the   Military  Academy,  as  Instructor   of  Artillery  and   Cavalry, 
April  2,  1851,  to  May  1,  1854;  on  frontier  duty,  on 

{Captain,  Third  Artillery,  December  24,  1853) 
march   to  Benicia,  Cal.,  in   command  of  a  battalion  of  the  Third 
Artillery,  1854;  Fort  Yuma,  Cal.,  1854-55;  in  garrison  at 

{Major,  Second  Cavalry,  May  12.  1855) 
Jefferson  Barracks,   Mo.,    1855;  on   recruiting  service,   1856;    on 
frontier  duty  at  Fort  Mason,  Texas,  1857-58  ;  Fort  Belknap,  Texas, 
1858-59;    Camp    Cooper.   Texas,   and    expedition    to    Red    River 
country,   1859-60;  Kiowa   expedition,   1860,  being  engaged   in  a 
skirmish  near  the  head  of  Clear  Fork  of  the  Brazos  river,  August 
26,  1860,  where  ho  was  wounded  ;  on  leave  of  absence,  1860-61. 
Served  during  the  rebellion  of  seceding  States,  1861-66, 
{Lieutenant  Colonel,  Second  Cavalry,  April  25,  1861) 
in  reorganizing  and  equipping  his  regiment  at  Carlisle  Barracks, 
Pa.,  April  14  to  May  27,  1861  ;  in   operations  in  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley, June  1  to  August  26,  1861,  being  engaged  in  command 
{Colonel  Second  Cavalry,  May  3, 1861;  Fifth  Cavalry,  August  3, 1861) 
of  a  brigade  in  the  action  of  Falling  Waters,  July  2,  1861 ;  skir- 
mish at  Martinsburg,  July  3,  1861,  and  skirmish  at  Bunker  Hill. 
July  15,  1861 ;  in  the  Department  of  the 

{Brigadier  General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  August  17,  1861) 
Cumberland,  September  6  to  November  30,  1861  ;   in   organizing 
Kentucky   and    Tennessee  volunteers,  at  Camp  Dick  Robinson, 


Garfield's  Oration.  DO 


Ky.,  September  18  to  October  28,  18G1  ;  in  the  advance  on  Crab 
Orchard  and  Lebanon,  Ky.,  October  28  to  November  30,  18G1 ;  in 
command  of  division  (Army  of  the  Ohio),  November  30,  1861,  to 
March  19,  1862,  being  in  command  and  engaged  at  the  combat  of 
Mill  Spring,  Ky.,  January  19,  20,  1862,  and  movement  on  Nash- 
ville, via  Somerset,  Lebanon,  and  Louisville,  February  15  to 
March  4,  1862;  in  the  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  campaign,  March 
19  to  June  26,  1862,  being  engaged  in  the  march  on  Pittsburg 
Landing,  Tenn.,  with  his  division  as  the  reserve  of  the  Army  of 
the  Ohio,  March  19  to  April  9,  1862;  in  command  of  the  right 
wing  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  in  the  advance  upon  and  siege 
of  Corinth,  April  9  to  May  30, 

(Major  General  U.  S.  Volunteers,  April  25, 1862,  io  December  15, 1864) 

1862,  and  in  command  of  Corinth,  Miss.,  June  5-22,  1862;  in 
Major  General  Buell's  operations  (Army  of  the  Ohio)  in  North 
Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky,  June  26  to  November  7, 1S63; 
at  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  guarding  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  rail- 
road, June  26  to  July  25,  1862;  in  command  of  Dechard,  August 
5-15,  of  McMinnville,  August  19  to  September  3,  and  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  September  7-14,  1862;  in  pursuit  of  enemy  from 
Prewitt's  Knob  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  September  20-26,  1862;  and  as 
second  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  on  the  advance  into 
Kentucky,  September  30  to  November  7,  1862,  being  engaged  in 
command  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army  during  the  battle  of 
Perryville,  October  8,  1862,  and  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to  Bar- 
boursville;  in  Major  General  Rosecrans'  Tennessee  campaign, 
in  command  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  (Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land), November  7,  1862,  to  October  19,  1863,  being  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  Stone  river,  December  31,  1862,  to  January  3,  1863; 
advance  of  Tallahoma,  June  24  to  July  4,  1863;  action  at  Hoover's 
Gap,  June  26,  1863;  passage  of  Elk  river,  July  3,  and  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, September  2,  1863;  battle  of  Chickamauga,  September  19, 
20,  1863,  and  checking  the  enemy's  advance  September  21,  1863, 
upon  Chattanooga,  to  which  he  retired  and  commenced  fortifying; 
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in  command  of  the  Department  and  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Octo- 
ber 19,  1863,  being  engaged  in  opening  his  communications 

{Brigadier  General  U.  S.  Army,  October  27,  1803) 
by  the  Tennessee  river  and  Lookout  vallc}7,  October  21-27,  1803; 
battle  of  Mission  Ridge,  November  23-25,  1803;  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  and  combat  at  Ringgold,  Ga.,  November  26,  1863;  and  re- 
organizing his  army,  December  1,  18G3,  to  May  2,  1861;  in  the  in- 
vasion of  Georgia,  May  2  to  September  7,  180-1;  in  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  composed  of  the  Fourth,  Fourteenth,  and 
Twentieth  Army  Corps,  and  three  cavahy  divisions,  being  en- 
gaged in  operations  around  Dalton,  May  7-13,  180-1;  demonstra- 
tions against  Resaca,  May  13,  till  occupied,  May  10,  1801;  pursuit 
of  the  enemy,  with  constant  skirmishing,  to  Cassville,  May  17-19, 
186-1;  occupation  of  Rome  by  Davis'  division  of  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps,  May  18,  1804;  action  of  Cassville,  May  19,  1804; 
battle  of  Dallas,  May  25-28,  1804;  movement  against  Pine  Moun- 
tain, with  almost  daily  severe  engagements,  May  28  to  June  20, 
1804;  battles  of  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  20  to  July  2,  1804; 
assault  on  Ruff's  Station,  July  4,  1804;  passage  of  the  Chattahoo- 
chie  river,  July  12-17,  1S04;  combat  of  Peach  Tree  creek,  July 
19-21,  1864;  siege  of  Atlanta,  July  22  to  September  2,  1804; 
assault  of  the  enemy's  intrenchments  at  Jonesboro,  September  1, 
1804:  surrender  of  Atlanta,  September  2,  1804,  and  occupation  of 
the  place,  September  8-27,  1804;  in  organizing,  October  to  Decem- 
ber, 1804,  at  Nashville,  Term.,  in  obedience  to  Major  General 
Sherman's  instructions  of  September  27,  1804,  the  defense  of  Ten- 
nessee against  the  rebel  invasion  under  General  Hood,  by  con- 
centrating his  scattered  forces  behind  Duck  river,  which,  being 
turned,  November  29,  1804,  after  five  days'  constant  skirmishing, 
fell  back  to  Harpeth  river,  m  here  they  were  desperately  engaged 
at  the  battle  of  Franklin,  November  30,  1804,  and  finally  took 
position,  with  other  reinforcements,  before  Nashville,  where  the 
rebel  army  was  utterly  routed 

(Major  General  U.  ,S'.  Army,  December  15,  1804) 
in   the  battle  of  December  15,  16,  1804,  and  driven   beyond  the 
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Tennessee  river,  with  immense  loss  of  men  and  material;  in 
organizing  various  raiding  expeditions,  and  sending  troops  to 
other  departments,  December,  186  i,  to  May,  18G5,  which  materi- 
ally contributed  to  the  overthrow  of  the  rebellion;*  and  in  com- 
mand, June  27,  1865,  to  August  13,  18GG,  headquarters  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Tennessee,  embracing 
the  Departments  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi ;  of  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  August  13,  1866, 
to  March  11,  1807,  headquarters  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  till  Novem- 
ber 1,  18GG,  and  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  till  March  11,  18G7,  when  he 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Military  District 
(Georgia,  Florida,  and  Alabama),  from  which  he  was  relieved,  at 
his  own  request,  March  16,  18G7  ;  and  of  the  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  March  16,  1867,  to  May  15,  1869  ;  and  as  member  of 
the  board  for  recommendations  for  brevets  to  general  officers, 
March  11-21,  1866  ;  President  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  at  Washing-  \ 


*The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
Vmerica  in  Congress  assembled,  resolved,  March  3,  1865  : 

"That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to 
"Major  General  George  H.  Thomas,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his 
command,  for  their  skill  and  dauntless  courage,  by  which  the  rebel  army 
under  General  Hood  was  signally  defeated  and  driven  from  the  State  of 
Tennessee." 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  resolved,  November 
2,    18G5:  ** 

"That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  their  own  name  and  in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  be  presented  to  Major 
General  George  II.  Thomas,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  com- 
mand, for  his  wise  and  spirited,  and  their  brave  and  patriotic  conduct,  in  the 
battle  of  Nashville,  in  defense  of  the  capital  of  the  State,  in  December,  1864, 
and  that  a  gold  medal  be  struck  in  commemoration  of  the  great  and  decisive 
event,  and  be  presented  to  him." 

This  magnificent  gold  medal,  having  General  Thomas'  bust  on  the 
obverse,  and  on  the  reverse  the  State  Capitol,  with  the  motto,  "I  will  hold 
the  town  till  we  starve,"  was  presented  to  him.  with  imposing  ceremonies,  on 
the  second  anniversary  of  the  battle,  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 
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ton,  D.  C,  in  the  case  of  Brigadier  and  Brevet  Major  General 
A.  B.  Dyer,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  from  November  9,  18G8,  to  May 
15,  18G9;  en  route  and  in  command  of  the  Military  Division  of 
the  Pacific,  from  May  15,  186ft,  to  March  28,  1870,  the  date  of  his 
death. 

The  above  is  taken  from  the  records  of  this  office. 

E.  D.  TOWNS  END, 

Adjutant  General. 
A.  G.  Office,  April  7,  1870. 


H. 


General  Orders')  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

y  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

No.  31.  )  Washington,  March,  29,  1879. 


It  has  become  the  painful  duty  of  the  General  to  announce  to 
the  Army  the  death  of  one  of  our  most  exalted  generals,  George 
II.  Thomas,  who  expired  last  evening,  at  half-past  seven,  in  San 
Francisco,  California. 

There  is  no  need  to  turn  to  the  archives  to  search  for  his  his- 
tory, for  it  is  recorded  in  almost  every  page  during  the  past  ten 
years;  but  his  classmate  and  comrade  owes  him  a  personal  tribute, 
in  which  he  knows  every  member  of  the  Army  shares.  General 
Thomas  entered  the  Military  Academy  in  the  class  of  183G ; 
graduated  in  1840,  and  was  commissioned  as  a  Second  Lieutenant, 
Third  Artillery,  and  sent  to  Florida.  He  served  with  his  regiment 
continuously  until  December  24,  1853,  when  he  became  a. Captain, 
having  been  particularly  distinguished  at  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista,  Mexico.  On  the  12th  of  May,  1855,  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Second  Cavalry  as  Major,  and  served  with  that  regiment  con- 
tinuously until  he  became  its  Colonel  on  the  3d  ot  May,  18(31.  The 
great  civil  war  found  him  at  his  post,  true  and  firm,  amidst  the  ter- 
rible pressure  he  had  encountered  by  reason  of  his  birthplace — Vir- 
ginia; and  President  Lincoln  commissioned   him   as  a  Brigadier 
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General  of  Volunteers,  and  sent  him  to  Kentucky.  There,  too, 
bis  services  were  constant  and  eminent  in  the  highest  degree. 
He  won  the  first  battle  in  the  West,  at  Mill  Spring,  Kentucky,  and, 
from  first  to  last,  without  a  day's  or  an  hour's  intermission,  he  was 
at  his  post  of  duty,  rising  steadily  and  irresistibly  through  all  the 
grades  to  the  one  he  held  as  Major  General  of  the  Regular  Army 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  At  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Perry ville,  Stone 
River,  Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  Atlanta,  and  Nashville,  he  ful- 
filled the  proudest  hopes  of  his  ardent  friends,  and,  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  General  George  II.  Thomas  stood  in  the  very  front  rank 
of  our  war  generals. 

The  General  has  known  General  Thomas  intimately  since 
they  sat  as  boys  on  the  same  bench,  and  the  quality  in  him,  which, 
he  holds  up  for  the  admiration  and  example  of  the  young,  is  his 
complete  and  entire  devotion  to  duty.  Though  sent  to  Florida,  to 
Mexico,  to  Texas,  to  Arizona,  when  duty  there  was  absolute  ban- 
ishment, he  went  cheerfully,  and  never  asked  a  personal  favor,  ex- 
emption, or  leave  of  absence.  In  battle  he  never  wavered.  Firm, 
and  of  full  faith  in  his  cause,  he  knew  it  would  prevail,  and  he 
never  sought  advancement  of  rank  or  honor  at  the  expense  of  any 
one.  Whatever  he  earned  of  these  were  his  own,  and  no  one  dis- 
putes his  fame.  The  very  impersonation  of  honesty,  integrity, 
and  honor,  he  will  stand  to  us  as  the  beau  ideal  of  the  soldier 
and  gentleman. 

Though  he  leaves  no  child  to  bear  his  name,  the  Old  Army  of 
the  Cumberl and,  numbered  by  tens  of  thousands,  called  him  father, 
and  will  weep  for  him  in  tears  of  manly  grief. 

His  wife,  who  cheered  him  with  her  messages  of  love  in  the 
darkest  hours  of  war,  will  mourn  him  now  in  sadness,  chastened: 
by  the  sympathy  of  a  whole  country. 

The  last  sad  rites  due  him  as  a  man  and  soldier  will  be  paid 
at  Troy,  New  York,  on  tho  arrival  of  his  remains,  and  of  his 
family,  and  all  his  old  comrades  who  can  be  present  are  invited 
there  to  share  in  tho  obsequies. 

At  all  military  posts  and  stations  the  flag  will  bo  placed  at 
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half  staff,  and  fifteen  minuto-gnns  fired  on  the  day  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  order;  and  the  usual  badges  of  mourning  will  be 
worn  for  thirty  days. 

By  command  of  General  Sherman  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant  ■ 'General. 


i. 


JOINT  RESOLUTION  expressing  the  sympathy  of  Congress  at  the  death 

of  Major  Geneual  Gkouqe  \\.  Thomas.  I. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,    That  the  Senate  . 
and  House  of  .Representatives  have  heard  with  deep  regret  of  tho 
sudden  decease  of  Major  General  George  II.  Thomas,  endeared  i 

to  the  country  by  a  scries  of  unbroken,  patriotic  services  daring  a 
period  of  thirty  years. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  his  distinguished 
career  in  the  defense  of  his  country  against  foreign  and  domestic 
enemies,  his  never  faltering  faith  and  zeal  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  Union  and  the  integrity  of  the  Government,  and  his  stern 
•execution  of  every  trust  confided  to  him,  constitute  a  record  in 
life  made  memorable  in  death. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  President  of  tho 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  are  hereby  authorized  to 
make  such  >arrangemcnts  in  connection  with  his  obsequies  as  will 
attest  the  sympathy  of  Congress  at  this  national  bereavement. 

Approved,  April  5,  1870. 
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In  fflpmoriBm, 


GEN.  STEPHEN  J.  McGROARTY. 

Died. — On  the  2d  day  of  January,  1870,  suddenly,  at  G  o'clock  a.  m.,  at  his 
late  residence,  College  Hill,  from  tlie  effects  of  gunshot  wounds  received  in 
the  service,  General  Stephen  J.  McGroarty,  aged  40  years. 


Stephen  J.  McGroarty  was  born  at  Mount  Charles,  County 
of  Donegal,  Ireland,  in   1830.     When  but  three  years  of  age,  ho  \ 

came  to  Cincinnati  with  his  parents,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
the  time  he  was  absent  from  the  city  as  a  student  and  a  soldier,  he 
alvva}Ts  resided  in  that  city  and  vicinity.  lie  was  graduated  at 
St.  Xavier  College,  and  after  graduating,  he  went  into  the  dry- 
goods  establishments  of  IIaugiiton  &  Co.  and  James  Walker.  He 
afterward  became  associated  with  his  uncle,  John  Boner,  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  John  Boner  &  Co.,  remaining  in  the  firm 
some  five  years.  Tie  then  removed  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he 
commenced  the  study  of  the  law,  and  was  finally  admitted  to 
practice.  After  practicing  his  profession  for  a  short  time  in 
Toledo- he  returned  to  Cincinnati,  and  within  a  short  time  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  himself  in  a  very  handsome  and  remuner- 
ative practice.  His  reputation  as  a  criminal  lawyer  was  of 
the  best  at  the  Cincinnati  bar.  When  the  war  broko  out,  in 
18G1,  he  left  his  business  at  once,  and  enlisting  a  company  of 
his  countrymen,  served  with  them  in  the  Tenth  Ohio  Infantry — 
General  Lytle's  regiment — during  the  three  months'  ser- 
vice, and  re-organizing  his  company  entered  with  it,  in  the 
samo  regiment,  into  the  three  years'  service.  As  soon  as  re- 
organized, the  Tenth  Ohio  was  ordered  to  Western  Virginia,  and 
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under  General  Rosecrans  took  a  very  important  part  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Carnifex  Ferry.  It  was  in  that  engagement  that  Gen- 
eral Groarty  received  his  first  wound — that  of  a  gunshot — 
through  the  right  lung.  It  was  believed  that  his  death  was  the 
remote  result  of  this  wound — with  the  others  he  received.  After 
His  severe  wound  at  Carnifex  Ferry,  he  was  sent  to  his  homo  to  be 
properly  attended  to,  and  while  there  and  while  yet  disabled,  ho 
received  the  appointment,  through  Governor  Tod,  of  Colonel 
of  the  Fiftieth  Ohio  Infantry.  This  regiment  was  afterward  con- 
solidated with  the  Sixty  first  and  Fifty-second  Ohio,  and  the  con- 
solidated regiment  known  as  the  Sixty-first,  with  General  Mc- 
Groarty  as  Colonel.  With  this  regiment  he  remained  until  the 
war  was  over,  frequently  commanding  the  brigades  in  which  his 
regiment  was  serving.  It  was  at  the  head  of  his  brigade  that  ho 
rode  with  Sherman's  hosts,  when  they  made  their  triumphant 
march  through  Washington,  serving  from  the  opening  of  the 
three  months'  service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  had,  in 
consideration  of  his  gallant  and  distinguished  services  and  many 
wounds,  received  the  appointment  of  Brigadier  General  and  tho 
Brevet  of  Major  General. 

At  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  July  20,  18G4,  his  left  arm 
was  shattered  at  the  elbow  by  a  minie  ball.  This  occurred  in  the 
early  part  of  the  engagement,  and  throughout  tho  battle  ho  re- 
fused to  leave  the  field,  but  remained  in  and  through  the  fight, 
his  wounded  arm  hanging  by  his  side,  the  bridle-rein  in  his  mouth, 
and  his  sword  in  his  right  hand,  and  ho  by  his  presence  and  his 
voice  encouraging  his  troops  throughout  tho  entire  action.  He  was 
shortly  afterward  complimented  in  general  orders  for  his  distin- 
guished personal  bravery  and  daring. 

But  he  could  never  feel  that  he  was  rid  of  his  shattered  arm. 
Ho  was  compelled  to  submit  time  and  again  to  having  amputation 
performed  on  his  arm.  Three  times  in  all  was  ho  called  on  to 
have  that  terrible  operation  performed.  And  yet  this  was  not 
all  that  he  suffered  by  reason  of  this  wound.  He  never  could  rid 
himself  of  the  terrible  sensation   ho  experienced   on   the  battle- 
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field  on  that  20th  of  July,  when  he  rode  nearly  half  a  day  with  his 
arm  crushed  at  the  elbow  and  dangling  by  his  side,  each  splin- 
ter of  shattered  bono  giving  increased  agony  at  every  movement, 
and  it  followed  him  to  the  grave.  It  is  related  of  General  Mc- 
Groarty  that  during  his  military  career,  he  was  struck  by  the 
shots  of  the  enemy  no  less  than  twenty -three  times,  bearing  the 
marks  of  that  number  of  wounds  upon  his  person. 

After  the  war  his  friends  in  Cincinnati  obtained  the  appoint- 
ment, by  President  Johnson,  for  the  General,  of  Collector  of  In- 
ternal Revenue  of  the  Second  District  of  Ohio,  which  position  he 
held  some  two  years.  At  the  State  election  in  October,  18G9, 
he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of  Hamilton  county,  and 
would  have,  in  about  a  month,  had  he  lived,  taken  possession  of 
that  office  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  same. 

Many  years  ago,  General  McGroarty  often  contributed  to 
the  poet's  corner  of  the  newspapers,  and  traees  of  his  poetic  tem- 
perament are,  to  those  who  knew  him  well,  visible  throughout  the 
story  of  his  life,  lie  was  a  man  of  generous  impulses,  frank  and 
enthusiastic,  genial  with  and  devoted  to  his  friends,  and  as  a  soldier 
among  the  bravest  of  the  brave.  In  battle,  he  gloried  in  spur- 
ring into  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  in  his  daring  often  ad- 
vanced further  than  even  a  chivalrous  sense  of  duty  would  de- 
mand, and  exposed  himself  to  such  exceptional  hazards  that  it  is 
wonderful  he  survived.  Those  who  were  best  informed,  were 
most  surprised  that  he  lived  through  the  fiery  storm  of  the  war. 
Repeatedly  and  desperately  wounded  while  in  the  army,  at  the 
close  of  the  war  he  was  in  broken  health,  and  only  at  rare  inter- 
vals since  was  he  exempted  from  severe  suffering. 

lie  removed  with  his  family,  some  few  years  ago,  from  the 
noise  and  bustle  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati  proper,  to  the 
most  beautiful  suburb  of  that  city,  College  Hill,  where  lat- 
terly he  spent  more  and  more  of  his  time  resting  and  trying 
to  recover  from  the  severe  shocks  his  system  had  been  sub- 
jected tovduring  the  war.  But  it  had  been  overtaxed,  and  although 
apprehending  nothing  serious  a  very  few  hours  before  his  death, 
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still  his  family  could  seo  that  ho  was  suffering  from  great  exhaus- 
tion, and  that  the  sufferings  he  had  gone  through  were  telling 
with  unerring  effect  upon  him.  He  gave  his  best  years  of  life  and 
his  heart's  best  blood  for  the  cause  of  freedom  and  of  his  adopted 
country,  and  he  gave  them  freely  and  willingly.  His  was  a  sol- 
dier's death,  and  for  all  he  passed  away  quietly  among  loving 
friends  and  relatives,  still  the  wounds  received  by  him  on  the 
battle-field,  shattered  his  system  so  that  life  last  its  hold  upon  him 
years  before  the  time  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have  ceased  to 
live,  had  he  never  entered  the  service. 


GENERAL  HASBROUCK  DAVIS. 

General  Hasbrouck  Davis,  whose  sudden  and  terrible  death 
was  chronicled  to  us  a  littlo  over  a  month  ago,  was  born  on  the 
23d  day  of  April,  1827,  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts.  His  family 
is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  land,  his  father  being  the 
Hon.  John  Davis,  who  was  repeatedly  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
and  for  a  long  time  Senator  of  the  United  States,  and  he  is,  on  his 
mother's  side,  closely  related  to  Bancroft,  the  historian.  After  hav- 
ing graduated  very  young  and  with  high  honors  at  Williams  Col- 
lege, Davis  went  to  Europe  about  the  year  18-17,  and  there  com- 
pleted his  studies  at  the  Universities  of  Leipsic  and  Heidelburg, 
being  especially  distinguished  for  his  love  of  and  proficiency  in 
Belles  Lettres  and  the  modern  languages — a  taste  which  he  always 
retained.  Returning  to  America,  after  an  absence  of  several  }Tcars, 
he  removed  to  Chicago  in  1851,  and  practiced  the  profession  of  law 
very  successfully  for  several  years.  Ever  patriotic  and  willing  to 
"put  his  own  shoulder  to  the  wheel,"  to  carry  out  his  convictions 
of  right  and  justice,  General  Davis  early  resolved  to  join  the 
army  to  put  down  the  rebellion,  and  sacrificing  his  lucrative  busi- 
ness, he  was  active  in  the  organizing  of  the  Twelfth  Illinois  Cav- 
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airy,  of  which  he  was  chosen  Lieutenant  Colonel.  With  his  regi- 
ment ho  left  Martinsburg,  for  the  seat  of  war,  in  the  beginning  of 
February,  18G2,  and  after  several  skirmishes  with  the  enemy, 
General  Davis  gave  the  first  eminent  proof  of  his  qualities  as  a 
soldier,  on  the  7th  of  September  of  the  same  year,  at  Darkcsville. 
Being  nearly  surrounded  by  the  rebels,  at  the  head  of  portions  of 
three  companies  of  his  command,  wTho,  animated  by  his  presence  and 
example,  fought  as  if  each  man  were  a  host,  General  Davis  charged, 
on  a  body  of  eight  hundred  rebels  in  good  position,  and  drove 
them  beyond  AVinchcster,  although  his  own  little  force  did  not 
number  the  tenth  part  of  the  Confederates.  This  action,  wherein 
twenty-five  of  the  rebels  were  slain  outright,  and  twice  as  many 
taken  prisoners,  reads  moro  like  a  tale  of  one  of  Homer's  heroes, 
battling  one  man  against  a  host,  than  a  page  of  modern  history. 
A  few  days  after  this,  General  White's  command  having  been 
shut  up  in  Harper's  Ferry  by  a  greatly  superior  force  of  the 
enemy,  General  Davis,  obtaining  the  necessary  permission  from 
Colonel  Miles,  and  with  the  Twelfth  Illinois  and  other  cavalry, 
amounting  in  all  to  two  thousand  men,  cut  his  way  through  the 
enemy's  lines,  carrying  out  this  most  hazardous  plan  with  a  cool- 
ness and  courage  never  surpassed  in  any  war,  and  bringing  his 
forces,  in  the  teeth  of  rebel  batteries  and  through  overwhelming 
numbers  of  the  Confederates,  safely  to  llagcrstown,  besides  cap- 
turing on  the  way  a  large  train  of  supplies  for  General  Long- 
street's  army.  In  May,  1SG3,  General  Davis  volunteered  with 
his  regiment  on  the  celebrated  "  Stoneman  raid,"  in  which  he  suc- 
ceeded in  cutting  the  Fredericksburg  and  the  Virginia  Central  Rail- 
road, thus  destroying  the  communications  between  Richmond  and 
Lee's  army,  then  confronting  Hooker  on  the  Rappahannock.  The 
gallant  Twelfth,  in  this  raid,  marched  through  two  hundred  miles 
of  the  enemy's  country,  approached  within  five  miles  of  Rich- 
mond, and  destroyed  over  a  million  dollars'  worth  of  property. 
It  is  impossible  within  these  limits  to  enumerate  all  of  General 
Davis'  ^exploits  and  perils  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and 
only  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  can  be  noticed  here. 
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About  the  1st  of  December,  1863,  General  Davis  returned 
to  Chicago  on  recruiting  service,  and  in  a  short  space  of  time  he 
succeeded  in  increasing  his  regiment  up  to  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  men,  being  three  hundred  in  excess  of  the  maximum  or- 
ganization required.  From  this  time  he  was  connected  with  the 
armies  of  the  West.  After  having  taken  part  in  Banks'  disas- 
trous retreat  down  the  Red  river,  during  which  he  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  leg,  General  Davis,  then  commanding  a  brigade 
in  the  cavalry  division,  was  ordered  to  join  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  in  January,  1805,  at  Memphis.  He  remained  in 
command  of  his  brigade  part  of  the  time  in  Memphis,  and 
being  engaged  also  in  several  raids,  until  the  suspension  of  active 
hostilities,  when  ho  resigned  and  returned  to  his  old  home  in 
Chicago.  From  this  timo  till  that  of  his  death,  General  Davis 
played  a  very  prominent  part  in  that  city  as  a  politician,  ora- 
tor, and  lawyer.  lie  was  for  several  months  a  part  proprietor 
of  the  Evening  Post,  but  having  been  chosen  City  Attorney  in 
1867,  ho  was  obliged  to  confine  himself  wholly  to  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  this  office,  which  he  filled  with  honor  to  himself  and 
profit  to  the  city's  interest.  His  term  of  office  expired  last  De- 
cember, and  this  fall,  feeling  the  need  of  a  vacation  and  some 
recreation  after  years  of  toil,  he  determined  to  pass  a  series  of 
months  in  traveling  through  Europe,  in  order  to  renew  the  asso- 
ciations of  twenty  years  before,  and  also  being  impelled  by  a 
desire  to  witness  more  closely  the  gigantic  duel  now  going  on 
between  Franco  and  Prussia.  He  sailed,  together  with  the  family 
of  Colonel  E.  W.  Hayden,  one  of  his  old  war  comrades  and  an 
intimate  friend,  on  the  8th  of  October  last,  in  the  ill-fated  "Cam- 
bria," and  shared  the  fate  of  the  other  passengers  of  that  steamer. 
General  Davis  was  peculiarly  fitted  to  bo  a  cavalry  officer; 
brave,  without  rashness,  he  knew  just  when  a  headlong  daring 
was  expedient,  as  ho  evinced  in  the  charge  at  Darkcsville.  Of 
great  presence  of  mind,  and  always  cool,  he  had  the  dash  and  fire 
necessary  to  make  a  successful  cavalry  leader,  and  that  personal 
magnetism  which  caused  his  men   to  worship  him.     Of  peculiar 
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modesty,  and  inclined  to  be  reserved  in  his  intercourse  with 
strangers,  ho  was  the  most  genial  and  attractive  of  men  on  any 
convivial  occasion,  and  his  brilliant  wit,  his  sparkling  conversa- 
tional powers,  and  ready  polished  eloquence  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  those  who  have  had  the  pleasure  to  meet  him  at  the  ban- 
quet, or  hear  him  from  the  rostrum.  "Honest  John  Davis"  was 
the  soubriquet  of  his  father,  and  if  there  be  any  truth  in  the  com- 
monly received  idea  that  the  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  are  trans- 
mitted from  father  to  son,  there  could  be  no  better  illustration 
thereof  than  in  him,  for  never  was  there  a  man  of  more  spotless 
integrity,  or  one  more  utterly  incapable  of  anything  false  or 
treacherous,  in  whom  honor  seemed  innate.  Our  country  has  in- 
deed lost  a  brave  soldier,  and  an  honest,  true  citizen,  in  If  asbrouck 
Davis. 


COL.  JAMES  T.  BOYD. 

Died. — At  Eureka,  Kansas,  of  heart  disease,  Colonel  James  T.  Boyd, 
aged  35  years. 

Colonel  Boyd  was  born  on  the  Island  of  Jersey  in  1835.  He 
came  to  this  country  in  1851,  and  remained  in  tho  city  of  New 
York  for  five  years.  In  1859  he  went  out  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
Returning  in  18G1,  ho  first  heard  of  the  war  then  threatening  our 
country  as  he  reached  Iowa.  The  President  had  just  made  his 
first  call  for  troops,  and  although  Colonel  Boyd  was  born  ,and 
nurtured  under  the  British  flag,  he  had  been  long  enough  in  this 
country  to  be  at  heart  an  American,  and  to  revere  our  flag  as 
deeply  as  though  it  was  his  own. 

Iowa,  like  all  the  Northern  States,  was  responding  heartily  to 
tho  call  for  troops,  and  Colonel  Boyd,  feeling  that  any  insult  to 
the  flag  was  a  personal  insult,  immediately  enlisted  as  a  private 
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soldier  in  one  of  the  earliest  regiments  that  Iowa  sent  into  the 
three  months'  service. 

On  its  return,  after  its  expiration  of  service,  he  resumed  his 
journey  eastward  and  joined  his  friends  in  Chicago.     In  Septem- 
ber, 18G1,  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  then  being 
recruited,  and  mustered  into  that  regiment  as  Second  Lieutenant, 
Company  D.     Accompanying  his  regiment  to  the  field   in  July, 
18G2,  he  was  promoted  to  be  First  Lieutenant  of  the  same  company. 
At  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  commanding  Company  B  (of  which 
company  he  was  afterward  Captain),  he  received  a  severe  wound 
in   his  right  thigh,  which  incapacitated  him  for  field  service  for 
over  two  years.     But  as  his  high  sense  of  duty  would  not  allow 
him  to  wear  the  uniform  of  our  country  in  idleness,  and  although 
actually  unfitted,   by  reason   of  his   wounds  for  any  service,  he 
asked  to  be  assigned  to  duty,  and  was  detailed  as  Assistant  Pro- 
vost Marshal   at  Nashville,  a  position  he  was  eminently  qualified 
to  fill.     In  ISGI,  his  wound  being  partially  healed,  he  asked  to  be 
relieved  from  post  duty,  and  rejoined  his  regiment,  which  then, 
with  our  beloved  Thomas,  was  working  its  way  toward  Atlanta. 
After  the  battles  of  Franklin  and  Nashville,  he  was  promoted  to  be 
Lieutenant  Colonel  of  his  regiment,  and  he  accompanied  it  to  the 
Rio  Grande,  where  it  remained  until  ordered  home  to  be  mustered 
out  of  service,  September  25,  18G5.     This,  in  brief,  is  the  mili- 
tary history  of  Colonel  Boyd.     The  devotion  to  duty  which  he 
always   manifested,    the    heartfelt   reverence   for  our  flag  which 
characterized  him,  words  can  never  describe.     In  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger lie  was  always  the  bravest  among  brave.     Loyal  and  true  to 
his  friends,  he  was  beloved  hy  all  who  knew  him.     Possessing  a 
brilliancy  of  wit  that  is  rarely  equaled,  he  was  not  only  the  life 
of  all  social  gatherings,  but  in  the  field,  when  his  men  would  be 
tired  ami  desponding,  his  cheerful    smile  and   brilliant  example 
would    inspire    them    anew.     After   laying   aside   the   sword   and 
roUiniinir  In  l.lio  wiillfH  of  civil   life,  In;  settled  in  Kansas.     Being 
IllwnV*  II  Ul'l'lll  ftllU't'C'r,  UiO  rlim/ifi;   (here  increased    his  ailments, 
mid  lur  from  nil  tlitJ  comforts  of  life,  yet  blewsed  with  the  care  of  a 
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devoted  and  affectionate  wife,  death  found  him.  In  all  his  suffer- 
ings his  heart  never  misgave  him.  lie  met  the  great  conqueror 
peacefully  and  cheerfully,  crossing  the  dark  river  without  a  fear. 
And  while  we  mourn  his  loss,  we  rejoice  that  we  can  thus  briefly 
perpetuate  his  memory. 


MAJOR  GEORGE  BURROUGHS. 

(united  states  corps  of  engineers.)  .'• 

From  the  Charleston  (S.  C.)  Courier  of  January  24,  1870,  wo 
glean  the  following:  I 

"Sudden  Death. — We  learn  with  regret  of  the  sudden  death  of  Major  I 

George  Burroughs,  Engineer  of  the  Sixth  Light-house  District.  Major 
Burroughs  left  the  city  on  an  inspection  tour  about  six  days  ago.  On 
Friday,  while  on  his  return,  he  was  taken  ill  with  congestion  of  the  brain,  and 
at  8  o'clock,  on  Saturday  night,  after  the  vessel  had  reached  the  harbor,  he 
died.  II is  body  has  been  embalmed,  and  awaits  the  orders  of  his  friends. 
Major  Burroughs  has  been  living  in  this  city  for  some  time,  and.  his  death 
will  be  regretted  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances." 

George  Burroughs  was  born  in  Camden,  New  Jersey,  Decem- 
ber 11,  1841.  lie  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Henry  Burroughs,  Jr., 
Rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church  at  that  place,  and  Sarah  Tilden  Bur- 
roughs. He  was  the  descendant,  in  the  fourth  generation,  of  John 
Burroughs,  who  came  from  Plymouth,  England,  in  1733,  to  Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts,  where  the  family  still  reside. 

George  removed  with  his  parents  to  Northampton,  Mass.,  in 
1843,  and  from  that  place  to  Boston  in  1852.  During  his  early 
years  ho  began  to  develop  those  qualities  which  gave  him  uniform 
success  in  school  and  college,  and  later,  at  the  Militaiy  Academy. 
As  a  child,  he  was  quick  to  learn,  fond  of  study  and  of  reading. 
lie  was  exact  and  methodical  in  all  his  undertakings;    energetic 
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and  persevering  in  carrying  his  plans  into  effect,  and  careful, 
truthful,  and  conscientious  in  his  relations  to  his  fellow-men.  He 
loved  to  bo  occupied  and  at  work.  It  was  one  of  his  earliest 
wishes  to  become  an  engineer.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Latin  School — one  of  the  best  classical  schools  in  the  country — for 
five  years.  He  twice  received  the  ''Lawrence  Prize,"  for  exem- 
plary conduct  and  punctuality.  He  graduated  in  1857,  with  ■ 
honor,  receiving  the  Franklin  Medal.  In  July,  1857  he  entered 
Harvard  University,  and  at  once  assumed  the  first  rank  in  scholar- 
ship in  his  class.  He  left  college  when  he  received  his  appoint- 
ment as  cadet  in  the  Military  Academy,  in  1S58.  We  take  from 
the  published  register  of  the  graduates  of  the  United  States  Mili- 
tary Academy  the  following,  which  is  in  brief  his  military 
history  : 

"Cadet  at  the  United  States  Military  Academy  from  July  1, 
1858,  to  June  17,  18G2,  when  he  was  graduated,  and  promoted  in  \ 

the  army  to  Second  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers.  Served  dur- 
ing the  rebellion  of  the  seceding  States,  1862-66,  as  Assistant 
Engineer  of  Brigadier  General  G.  W.  Morgan's  Division  (Army  of 
the  Ohio),  July  30  to  October  4,  1862,  being  engaged  in  defense  of 
Cumberland  Gap,  East  Tennessee,  July  30  to  September  17,  1862, 
and  as  Acting  Aid-de-Camp  to  the  Commanding  General  on  the 
retreat  through  Eastern  Kentucky  to  the  Ohio  river,  September 
17  to  October  4,  1862;  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  preparing  drawings  of 
the  defenses  of  Cumberland  Gap,  October  4  to  December  11,  1862, 
and  constructing  defenses  of  Ijouisville  and  Nashville  Railroad, 
November  8  to  December  11,  1862;  as  Assistant  Engineer,  Depart- 
ment of  the  Cumberland,  December  12,  1862,  to  November  19, 
1864,  being  engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  defenses  of  Nash- 
ville, December  15,  1862,  to  November  19,  1861' (except  while  on 
sick  leave  of  absence,  March  15  to  May  15,  1864),  from  which  he 
was  occasionally  detached  for  duty  at  Gallatin,  Fort  Donelson, 
Fort  Heniy,  Clarksville,  and  Murfreesboro',  for  Major  General 
Rosecrans'  Tennessee  campaign  from  Tallahoma  to  Chattanooga, 
July  20  to  October  11,  1863,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
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manga,  Georgia,  September  19  and  20,  1863,  and  for  duty  at  Chatta- 
nooga, Tennessee,  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  and  Besaca  and  Kingston, 
Georgia;  inclosing  accounts  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  November 
19,  1861:,  to  June  28,  18G5,  but  served  during  the  investment  of 
Nashville,  and  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Nashville,  December 
15  and  1G,  1861;  as  Assistant  at  Engineer  Agency,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
June  28  to  September  21,  18G5,  and  Engineer  in  charge,  Septem- 
ber 21,  18G5,  to  March  12,  1866;  at  Nashville,  in  disposing  of 
engineer  property  and  closing  outstanding  engineer  business, 
September  21,  1865,  to  May  27,  1867,  except  while  on  leave  of 
absence,  October  15,  186G,  to  December  -1,  1866;  as  Assistant 
Engineer  in  the  construction  of  the  defenses  of  Boston  Harbor, 
Massachusetts,  May  27,  1867." 

He  was  married  October  18, 1866,  in  Cincinnati,  to  Miss  Carrie 
Bryson,  eldest  daughter  of  A.  M.  Bryson,  Esq.,  of  that  city. 

He  left  Charleston,  January  14,  1870,  in  the  U.  S.  schooner, 
Narraganset,  to  inspect  and  repair  the  light-houses  at  Cape 
Romain  and  Georgetown.  Arriving  at  Cape  llomain  on  the  17th, 
he  completed  the  work  there  and  left  on  the  19th,  and  was  taken 
ill  that  evening  with  congestion  of  the  brain.  On  the  20th  a 
physician  was  obtained  from  the  shore,  who  remained  with  him 
until  he  died.  His  death  took  place  on  board  the  schooner  after 
the  arrival  in  Charleston  harbor  at  8.20  r.  m.,  January  22d.  The 
funeral  services  were  held  at  Trinity  Church,  Boston,  on  the  3d  of 
February.     The  remains  were  buried  at  Forest  Hill  Cemetery. 

And  here  we  leave  him,  with  the  honors  his  young  life  had 
gathered  clustering  thick  around  his  bier;  passing  away  just  as 
life  had  opened  to  him  a  full  measure  of  usefulness,  with  his 
spirit  still  eager  to  do  for  his  country's  service,  and  his  heart  filled  ' 
with  noble  purposes  of  making  (as  far  as  his  sphere  of  labor  would, 
admit),  the  world  better  for  his  having  lived  in  it.  Truly,  his 
death  was  a  noble  one.  Stricken  down  while  he  was  in  the  path 
of  duty,  he  thought  only  of  his  duty.  And  far  away  from  his 
loved   ones,  he    met  death   "with   his    face   to   the   front  and    his 
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armor  on."  Fur  away  from  his  family  and  relatives,  with  none 
of  his  loved  ones  near  him  to  take  their  last  farewell,  he  passed 
away  with  the  delirium  of  fever  on  him  that  fettered  his  mind  ere 
his  soul  took  its  flight.  Those  who  knew  him  best  feel  his  loss  the 
keenest. 

The  following  is  the  tribute  paid  him  by  an  officer  of  high 
rank  in  the  same  corps: 

"Assigned  to  duty  in  Boston  in  18G7,  he  continued  there  as  an 
Assistant  Engineer  in  the  construction  of  the  fortifications  in  that 
harbor,  and  afterward  as  an  Assistant  in  the  Survey,  etc.,  of 
Provincctown  Harbor,  until  the  latter  work  was  completed,  in 
May  of  last  year;  when,  as  one  of  the  senior  captains  of  his  corps, 
he  received  his  first  independent  command,  in  the  charge  of  the 
Light-house  district  of  our  .Southern  Atlantic  Coast — where  he 
has  been  continuous^  occupied  ever  since.  And  with  that  earn- 
est devotion  to  his  duties,  which  made  him  brave  every  exposure, 
and  for  which  ho  was  often  almost  reproved  by  his  senior  officer 
here,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted,  from  what  we  can  learn  of  his 
illness,  that  such  devotion  and  exposure,  in  the  often  arduous 
duties  of  that  special  charge,  has  now  cost  him  his  life;  as  surely 
and  as  ivwXy  given  to  his  country  as  if  offered  up  on  the  battle- 
field. 

"It  is  rare,  indeed,  that  we  arc  called  to  mourn  for  one  of  such 
high  endowments,  joined  with  so  many  personal  kindly  traits, 
whoso  candid,  frank,  and  joyous  nature  and  most  marked  inde- 
pendence of  thought  and  character  were  such  as  to  endear  him  to 
all  his  official  associates  of  every  grade,  as  well  as  to  the  numer- 
ous personal  friends  of  this  home  of  his  boyhood  ;  and  in  yielding 
up  one  so  fondly,  so  deservedly  cherished,  we  can  onty  hope  for 
his  sorrowing  family — for  that  venerable  grandsirc,  who  has  long, 
since  passed  the  usual  span  of  human  life,  but  who  lives  to  mourn 
this  youth  ;  for  those  bereaved  parents,  and  for  that  sadly-stricken 
mother,  with  her  innocent  babes — that  our  great  Father  may  early 
bless  them  with  His  best  and  choicest  gift,  the  elasticity  of  spirit 
to  rebound  from  sorrow — to  feel  that  it  is  His  will  ;  that  in  His 
Providenco  it  is  for  the  best,  though  inscrutable  to  us." 
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CAPTAIN   WILLIAM   HANNAN. 

Died. — In  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  the  7th  of  November,  18G9,  Captain  Wil- 
liam Hannan,  late  of  Company  II,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio 
Volunteers.  \ 

William  Hannan  was  born  in  Cumberland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  November,  1820.  Leaving  his  native  State  at  an 
early  day,  he  removed  to  Ohio,  first  residing  at  New  Carlisle, 
Clark  count}',  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  milling  business.  In 
1840  he  removed  to  Dayton,  and  was  engaged  in  the  same  business 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  the  year  185G,  he  was  elected  City  Mar- 
shal of  the  city  of  Dayton,  and  held  the  office  for  two  terms,  I 
being  always  prompt  and  efficient;  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

When  the  tocsin  of  war  resounded  through  the  land,  Captain 
Hannan,  although  exempted  by  age  from  military  service,  was 
among  the  first  to  enroll  himself  with  the  three  months'  men, 
proud  to  do  his  duty  as  a  private  soldier.  On  his  return  from  tho 
three  months'  service,  he  re  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Infantry,  at  Camp  Taylor,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  serving  some  four  months  as  a  private,  he  received  his  first 
promotion  as  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  II.  Being  well 
drilled  (having  been  an  active  member  of  the  Dayton  Light 
Guards),  and  being  an  efficient  officer,  he  was  regularly  promoted 
to  the  successive  grades  of  First  Lieutenant  and  Captain  in  the 
same  company. 

He  participated  in  several  skirmishes  in  Tennessee,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga  led  his  company  through  the  two  clays' 
fight  of  September  19  and  20,  receiving  a  severe  wound  in  the 
head  during  tho  latter  part  of  the  engagement.  Recovering  from 
this  last  wound,  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Mission  Ividge, 
where  ho  was  again  severely  wounded,  this  lime  in  his  right  side. 
This  last  wound  was,  in  time,  the  cause  of  his  death,  for  though 
ho  was  enabled  to  return  with  his  regiment  at  the  expiration  of 
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the  term  of  service,  yet  lie  was  a  permanent  invalid,  and  his  fam- 
ily and  friends  could  see  that  he  was  fast  preparing  to  "fight 
his  last  battle."  lie  passed  away,  November  9,  1869,  leaving  a 
wife  and  two  sons. 

Captain  Hannan  was  a  man  widely  known  and  highly  re- 
spected by  his  fellow-citizens  of  Dayton,  serving  for  a  long  time 
as  Deputy  United  States  Marshal  for  his  district.  lie  was  dis- 
tinguished for  his  bravery,  and  was  every  ready  and  willing  to  do 
all  that  was  assigned  him,  either  as  a  citizen,  an  enlisted  man,  or 
as  a  commissioned  officer,  and  no  one  ever  heard  William  IIan- 
nan complain  of  that  which  at  times  seemed  to  be  more  than  right. 

Warm-hearted  and  generous,  he  was  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
his  men,  and  they  in  turn  were  ardently  attached  to  him. 

He  served  through  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the 
United  States  service,  the  9th  day  of  June,  18G5.  Ho  then  re- 
turned to  Dayton,  and  was  engaged  in  business  there  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  gradually  failing  in  health. 
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BANQUET  PROCEEDINGS. 


DECORATIONS    AT   THE    RINK. 

The  preparations  for  the  grand  banquet  at  the  Central 
Rink  were  on  a  scale  of  elaborate  magnificence.  The  tables 
and  the  whole  interior  of  the  building  were  ornamented  and 
decorated  in  the  most  gorgeous  manner,  and  yet  with  the  most 
exquisite  taste  and  harmony  of  design.  The  work  had  been 
in  progress  for  two  weeks,  and  no  committee  upon  whom  de- 
volved such  onerous  duties  ever  discharged  them  more  faith- 
fully or  to  the  better  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  The 
immense  extent  of  the  Rink,  and  the  splendid  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  high  roof  for  the  peculiar  decorations  appro- 
priate to  such  an  occasion,  were  improved  to  the  best  possible 
advantage,  and  the  result  was  a  success  that  no  language  can 
too  strongly  portray. 

Over  the  entrance  to  the  building  was  a  huge  circular 
scroll  bearing  the  inscription  : 

ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND. 

1870.      REUNION.       1870. 

In  the  center  was  a  large  wreath  inclosing  the  Star,  Tri- 
angle, Acorn,  and  Shield,  representing  respectively  the  Twen- 
tieth, Fourth,  Fourteenth,  and  Twenty-third  Corps,  which  com- 
prised the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

BATTLE  FLAGS. 

The  first  thing  that  struck  the  eye,  upon  entering,  was  the 
magnificent    display   of    battle    flags    and    banners    of    every 
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description.  The  -beautiful  harmony  of  the  national  colors, 
the  red,  the  white  and  blue,  in  all  shades  and  shapes,  pre- 
sented a  scene  of  marvelous  beauty.  To  the  old  soldier  the 
sight  of  those  old  battle  flags — many  of  them  faded  and  rent 
into  the  merest  tatters  in  the  fierce  storms  of  shot  and  shell 
through  which  they  had  been  triumphantly  borne — which 

"  Seemed  the  old  wave  of  battle  to  remember," 

was  one  pleasing  and  inspiriting  in  the  extreme,  and  made  hi 
heart  throb  at  the  thought  of  the  campaigns  of  that  glorious 
old  army.  The  flags  of  the  following  Ohio  and  Indiana  regi- 
ments were  displayed,  kindly  loaned  for  the  occasion  by  the 
authorities  of  those  States  : 

OHIO. 

Infantry  Regiments. — Second,  Ninth,  Tenth,  Eleventh, 
Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  Seventeenth,  Eighteenth, 
Nineteenth,  Twenty-first,  Twenty-fourth,  Twenty-sixth,  Thir- 
ty-first, Thirty-third,  Forty-first,  Forty-second,  Forty-fourth, 
Forty-fifth,  Forty-ninth,  Fifty-first,  Fifty-second,  Fifty-fifth, 
Sixty-first,  Sixty-third,  Sixty-fourth,  Sixty-fifth,  Sixty-sixth, 
Seventy-first,  Seventy-third,  Seventy-fourth,  Eighty-second, 
Ninetieth,  Ninety-second,  Ninety-third,  Ninety-fourth,  Ninety- 
seventh,  Ninety-eighth,  One  Hundred  anil  First,  One  Hundred 
and  Third,  One  Hundred  and  Fourth,  One  Hundred  and  Fifth, 
One  Hundred  and  Eighth,  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh,  One 
Hundred  and  Thirteenth,  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-first,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth, 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
fourth,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-fifth,  One  Hundred  and  Sev- 
enty-seventh, One  Hundred  and  Eighty-first,  On  Hundred 
and  Eighty-second,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-third,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Eighty-fourth. 


Banquet  Proceedings.  121 

Cavalry  Regiments. — First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth  Ninth, 
Twelfth. 

Heavy  Artillery. — First  and  Second  Regiments. 

INDIANA. 

Infantry  Regiments. — Sixth,  Ninth,  Twelftth,  Twenty-sec- 
ond, Twenty-seventh,  Thirtieth,  Thirty-first,  Thirty-third, 
Thirty-fourth,  Thirty-fifth,  Thirty-seventh,  Fortieth,  Fifty-sev- 
enth, Sixty-third,  Sixty-sixth,  Seventy-fourth,  Seventy-fifth, 
Seventy-ninth,  Eighty-second,  Eighty-fourth,  Eighty-sixth, 
Ninety-first,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth. 

Nearly  all  these  regiments  were  represented  by  two  flag3 
each,  the  "  regulation  "  and  the  blue  banners  that  always  ac- 
companied them.  Hundreds  of  soldiers  recognized  the  old 
flags  which  they  followed  through  those  long  and  bloody  cam- 
paigns. Among  them  were  the  beautiful  silk  flag  presented 
by  the  ladies  of  Cleveland  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
fourth  Ohio,  on  the  eve  of  its  departure  from  Cleveland,  and 
by  General  W.  B.  Hazen  to  the  Forty-first  Ohio. 

Besides  all  these,  there  was  an  almost  endless  multitude  of 
division  and  headquarters'  guidons,,  streamers,  etc.,  familiar  to 
the  eye  of  every  one  who  has  accompanied  the  movements  of 
a  large  army.  Many  of  these  are  the  property  of  the  Society, 
kept  for  decorative  purposes.  They  are  of  almost  every  con- 
ceivable shape,  and  bearing  the  different  insignia  of  stars, 
crosses,  bars,  sobras,  etc.,  designating  various  brigade,  division, 
corps,  and  army  headquarters. 

The  flags  were  arranged  in  the  most  tasty  and  beautiful 
manner,  being  festooned,  generally  by  twos,  to  numerous  rods 
and  bars  that  support  the  roof. 
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THE   GALLANT    DEAD    AND    THE    FIELDS    WHERE   THEY   FELL. 

Around  the  front  of  the  balconies  and  upon  the  rails 
above  were  placed  scrolls,  upon  which  were  inscribed  the 
names  of  the  prominent  dead  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
and  the  names  of  its  battles.  Among  these  were  included 
some  of  the  battles  in  the  East  and  participated  in  by  the 
Twentieth  Corps,  before  it  was  ordered  to  the  West  and  be- 
came part  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Directly  over  the 
door  was  the  beloved  name, 

THOMAS, 

in  large  gilt  letters,  and  above  it  those  of  Colonel  Garesche, 
Chief  of  General  Hosecrans'  staff,  killed  at  Stone  River,  and 
Sill  and  Lytle,  Brigadier  Generals,  killed  at  Stone  Kiver  and 
Chickamauga.     The  following  is  a  list  of  the  inscriptions  : 


BATTLES. 

Stone  Kiver, 

New  Hope  Church, 

Knoxville, 

Bentonville, 

Nashville, 

Franklin, 

Lookout  Mountain, 

Peach  Tree  Creek, 

Perryville, 

Vicksburg, 

Champion  Hills, 

McAllister, 

Jonesboro', 

Fort  Donelson, 

Shiloh, 

Kesaca, 

Mill  Springs, 

South  Mountain 

Fredericksburg, 

Gettysburg, 

Antietain, 

Franklin, 

Eocky  Face, 

Murfreesboro', 

Chancellorfiville, 

Atlanta, 

Averysboro'. 

Kenesaw  Mountain, 

THE   DEAD. 

Thomas, 

Garesche, 

Sill, 

Lytle, 

Higley, 

Elliott, 

Yeager, 

Drake, 

Ellis, 
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Sawyer, 

Grove, 

L'Hommedieu, 

Philpot, 

Engle, 

Coughlin, 

Saunders, 

Pollis, 

Kimball, 

Rosengarten, 

Ward, 

McCook, 

Tolland, 

Lingle, 

Creighton, 

Nelson, 

Hutchinson, 

Crane, 

Roberts, 

Buford, 

Miilikin, 

Milligan, 

Hawkins, 

Grosvenor, 

Lander, 

Lowe, 

Mihilotzy, 

Ho  r  ton, 

Dodge, 

Vail, 

Andrews, 

Wilson, 

Buck  water, 

Stewart, 

Farrer, 

McPherson, 

Wood, 

Kell, 

Baldwin, 

Coleman, 

Jones, 

Kee, 

Erwin, 

Simonson, 

Phelps, 

Edwards, 

Strong, 

Can  field, 

Townsend, 

Lantwell, 

Shaeffer, 

Berkshire, 

Gambee, 

Carpenter, 

Reed, 

Drummond, 

Neal, 

Gholson, 

Caldwell, 

Augle, 

Palmer, 

Kyle, 

Isom, 

Lawrence, 

Clarke, 

Hampson, 

Massey, 

Sumner, 

Manyponny, 

Knowles, 

Munn, 

Williams, 

Stephens, 

Scott, 

Holliday, 

Elstner, 

Snodgrass, 

Webster, 

Harker, 

Burdick, 

Lloyd, 

Bayard, 

Hunt, 

Bass, 

Kearney, 

Lyon, 

Baker, 

Wadsworth, 

Saunders, 

Stoughton, 

Ellsworth, 

Dobbs, 

Stern. 

1%4  Army  of  the  Cuiriberland. 

At  intervals  around  the  balconies  were  also  displayed  the 
badges  of  all  the  corps  of  the  army,  and  upon  a  large  card  at 
the  entrance  was  also  a  collection  of  all  their  badges. 

THE    SOUTH    END 

of  the  Kink  was  beautifully  ornamented.  The  most  promi- 
nent object  was  a  large  painting,  twenty-five  feet  square,  of 
Chattanooga  and  Lookout  Mountain.  It  is  exceedingly  nat- 
ural and  life-like,  and  recognized  by  all  the  soldiers  of  the 
Cumberland  Army,  as  the  scene  of  one  of  their  grandest  vic- 
tories. Above  this,  large  flags  were  gracefully  draped,  extend- 
ing across  the  entire  stage.  In  front  was  a  representation  of 
a  line  of  intrenchments,  with  angry  looking  artillery  peeping 
from  the  embrasures.  Still  in  front  of  this  were  army  tents, 
one  of  them  being  of  the  genius  "  shelter."  Above  all  were 
gas  jets  arranged  so  as  to  form  the  four  corps  badges  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

There  was  also  a  profuse  display  of  evergreens,  in  wreaths 
and  festoons,  arranged  about  the  interior  of  the  Rink.  The 
building  was  warmed  by  means  of  four  large  stoves. 

THE  LEVEE. 

From  four  to  six  o'clock  Friday  afternoon,  the  Rink  was 
thrown  open  to  the  public.  During  the  whole  time  there  was 
a  literal  crush,  thousands  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  improving 
the  opportunity  to  view  the  scene.  The  human  tide  passed 
around  the  balconies,  and  all  were  lavish  of  their  praises. 

THE  TABLES 

were  six  in  number — five  extending  lengthwise  of  the  building, 
each  one  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  one  transversely,  at  the 
south    end,   seventy    feet   in  length.      The  arrangement  and 
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decoration  of  the  tables  was  in  every  respect  a  crowning  achieve- 
ment of  the  caterer's  art. 

THE  ORNAMENTAL  PIECES 

were  numerous  and  elegant  In  the  center  of  the  middle  table 
was  "Fort  Rosecrans,"  a  miniature  circular  fortification,  with 
cannon,  embrasures,  bastions,  and  everything  pertaining  to  a 
well-regulated  fort. - 

At  the  center  of  another  table  was  a  sugar  equestrian 
statue  of  General  Grant  upon  a  large  pedestal.  Upon  each  side 
of  the  latter  was  the  histrionic  utterance  of  that  chieftain  : 
"  I  intend  to  fight  it  out  on  this  line  if  it  takes  all  summer." 

Another  was  an  equestrian  statue  of  Washington,  similar 
to  the  one  just  named  in  general  appearance. 

Upon  the  outside  tables  were  the  "Temple  of  Liberty" 
and  "  Temple  of  Honor,"  both  exquisite  in  design  and  execu- 
tion, and  ornamented  with  miniature  flags  and  national  em- 
blems. 

The  table  at  the  south  end  was  graced  by  the  "  Battle 
Monument,"  bearing  the  inscriptions:  "Stone  River,"  "  Chick- 
am  auga,"  "Mission  Ridge,"  "Kenesaw,"  "Atlanta,"  "Frank- 
lin," and  "Nashville."  Around  the  base  were  "  candy  soldiers " 
in  miniature.  At  the  peak  was  a  large  eagle,  having  in  its 
beak  a  streamer,  with  the  inscription  "E  Pluribus  Unum." 
The  whole  was  neatly  decorated  with  flags  and  the  national 
colors. 

Besides,  there  were  countless  smaller  pieces,  to  enumerate 
which  would  be  an  impossibility.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the 
display  was  truly  magnificent,  leaving  nothing  to  be  desired.' 

At  nine  o'clock  sharp,  as  per  programme,  the  members  of 
the  Society  and  guests  filed  into  the  Kink,  having  marched 
from  the  Kennard  House,  headed  by  the  Germania  Band. 
No  time  was  wasted,  and  the  tables  were  surrounded  in  a  veiy 
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short  space  of  time.  A  large  Dumber  of  our  citizens  were 
present,  the  whole  number  who  sat  down  being  about  live 
hundred.  Many  ladies  and  gentlemen  occupied  the  balcony 
during  almost  the  entire  evening.  The  exercises  were  opened 
with  the  "reveille,"  from  the  stage.  It  was  received  with 
tremendous  applause.  The  guests  fell  in  at  once,  and  an 
hour  was  spent  in  discussing  the  generous  bill  of  fare, 
and,  as  may  be  expected,  the  task  waa  a  pleasing,  though 
somewhat  intricate  one.  All  proved  themselves  equal  to  the 
emergency,  however,  and  disposed  of  their  "  rations"  in  gallant 
style. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  rap  of  General  Rosecrans  brought  the 
house  as  nearly  to  order  as  possible,  and  after  the  "Waltz 
song,"  by  the  glee  club,  he  announced  the 

LIST  OF  TOASTS. 

1.  "The  Union  of  States."  Response  by  General  I.  R. 
Sherwood. 

2.  "  The  President  of  the  United  States."  Response  by 
General  B.  F.  Scribner. 

3.  "The  Army  and  Navy."  Response  of  Admiral  Por- 
ter read  by  Colonel  A.  Barnitz,  Seventh  Cavalry  U.  S.  A. 

4.  "General  George  IT.  Thomas."  Drank  standing  and 
iu  silence. 

5.  "  The  Heroic  Dead."     Drank  standing  and  in  silence. 

6.  "The  Heroic  Living:  Veterans  in  War — in  Peace  Citi- 
zens."    Response  by  General  J.  A.  Campbell. 

7.  "The  Loyal  Citizens  of  the  States  who  sustained  the 
Army."     Response  by  General  J.  Warren  Keifer. 

8.  "The  Commanders  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland." 
Response  by  General  J.  S.  Fullerton. 

9.  "  The  Armies  of  the  West."  Response  by  General  C. 
II.  Grosvenor. 
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10.  "The  Army  of  the  Potomac."  Response  by  General 
J.  S.  Robinson. 

11.  "The  Army  of  the  Cumberland."  Response  by  Gen- 
eral W.  S.  ROSECRANS. 

12.  "From  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta" — One  Hundred  Days 
under  Fire.     Response  by  General  T.  W.  Sherman. 

13.  "  The  Crowning  Victories — Franklin  and  Nashville." 
Response  by  Colonel  M.  P.  Bestow. 

14.  "The  Loyal  Women :  we  remember  their  sympathies 
and  sacrifices  for  us  while  in  the  field,  and  proudly  recognize 
them  as  worthy  mothers,  wives,  sisters,  and  sweethearts  of 
brave  men."     Response  by  General  II.  A.  Barnum. 

First  Toast: 

"the  union  of  the  states." 

Response  by  General  Isaac  R.  Sherwood. 

Comrades  : 

First,  allow  me  to  congratulate  yon  that  we  have  a  Union  of 
States.  That  for  the  first  time  since  the  Armies  of  the  Cumberland 
and  of  the  Ohio  have  clasped  hands  around  the  altars  of  peace,  we 
have,  not  only  a  Union  of  the  States,  but  a  Union  of  all  the  States. 
That  that  flag  which  hangs  its  tattered  drapery  above  our  heads 
to-night,  is  a  banner  with  vacant  stars  no  longer,  but  a  bright  and 
perfect  constellation,  typical  not  only  of  Union  and  Liberty,  but 
of  a  fraternity  as  broad  as  our  best  American  manhood.  The  only 
oratory  that  we  remember  in  this  country,  was  uttered  in  commem- 
oration of  that  Union  j  the  only  poetry  that  will  live,  caught  its 
inspiration  from  its  genius,  but  it  remained  for  the  American  sol- 
dier, animated  by  an  emotion  loftier  than  oratory,  and  grander 
than  the  grandest  strain  of  the  muses,  to  inspirit  the  genius  of 
that  Union  into  the  great  American  heart,  and  make  the  ideal  of 
the  poet  a  living,  vitalizing  fact. 
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"The  Union  of  the  States;"  it  is  ours  to-day,  for  we  gave  as 
an  offering  the  best  blood  of  the  Nation.  In  such  a  presence  as 
this,  memory,  and  not  human  words,  is  the  best  reminder  of  the 
magnitude  and  magnanimity  of  the  sacrifice.  Look  at  these  pic- 
tures around,  us  of  bivouac  and  battle,  call  up  memory  and  be 
silent ! 

"The  Union  of  the  States."  The  perpetuity  of  that  Union 
depends,  not  so  much  upon  laws  and  constitutions  as  upon  the 
sentiment  that  makes  laws  and  constitutions;  for  a  nation,  like 
an  individual,  to  be  strong  and  healthy,  must  have  a  heart  and  a 
nerve  center,  and  the  influence  of  this  central  principle  must  per- 
meate and  penetrate  tho" remotest  extremities  of  its  being.  Let  it 
be  our  mission,  then,  to  make  the  great  nation  of  to-day  and  the 
greater  yet  to  be,  one  in  sentiment,  as  it  is  one  in  hope.  We  have 
but  one  flag,  let  us  cultivate  a  common  patriotism  and  a  common 
love  of  country.  We  must  have  a  nation,  not  with  clashing  laws 
and  conflicting  civilizations,  but  one  great  homogeneous  nation  ;  a 
nation  cemented  by  common  trials,  inspired  by  a  kindred  faith, 
and  blessed  with  the  bright  trinity  of  Liberty,  Union,  and  Love. 

Second  Toast: 


Response  by  General  B.  F.  Scribner. 

Comrades  : 

In  responding  to  the  toast  just  announced,  I  will  not  consume 
your  time  with  a  dissertation  upon  the  high  and  important  office 
of  President  of  the  United  States,  or  dwell  in  detail  upon  the  emi- 
nent and  patriotic  manner  in  which  its  duties  have  been  discharged 
by  the  soldier  and  statesman,  Ulysses  S.  Grant. 

The  relations  existing  between  the  President  and  tho  people 
are  peculiar  to  our  form  of  republican  government.  The  ruler  of 
the  nation  is  yet  its  servant;  clothed  with  power  and  authority, 
he  obeys  the  people  and  is  responsible  to  them  for  all  his  official 
acts.     The  fact  that  those  relations  have  not  been  disturbed,  after 
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four  years  of  civil  conflict,  during  which  armed  millions  have 
swept  the  land  with  battle,  and  after  which  a  victorious  General 
has  obtained  the  highest  office  of  the  Government,  is  to  my  mind 
the  grandest  lesson  that  could  be  given  of  the  success  of  repub- 
lican institutions. 

Ulysses  S.  Grant,  the  victorious  General,  the  President  of 
the  United  Stateshis  well  known  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

He  became  known  to  us,  and  we  all  felt  his  presence,  seven 
years  ago,  at  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  when  he  simultaneously 
assaulted  the  enemy  at  all  points,  from  the  right  to  the  left,  giving 
him  no  opportunity  to  reinforce  his  weak  places,  or  to  concentrate 
upon  our  own.  Subsequently  this  policy  of  fighting  all  his  armies 
at  once,  led  to  those  brilliant  successes  which  closed  the  war  and 
brought  us  back  to  unity  and  peace.  And  now,  my  comrades,  I 
know  that  I  speak  your  own  sentiments  when  I  say  that,  as  Chief 
Magistrate  of  this  great  and  united  nation,  in  times,  too,  of  great 
difficulty  and  trial,  history  will  make  no  record  of  him  that  will 
not  harmonize  with  that  devotion  to  his  country  so  persistently 
displayed  when  leading  its  armies  to  honor  and  victory. 

Third  Toast: 


Response  by  Admiral  David  D.  Porter.  (Admiral  Por- 
ter was  not  present,  but  sent  the  following  letter  in  response, 
which  was  read  by  Colonel  Albert  Barnitx.) 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  19,  1870. 
Gentlemen: 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  find  myself  so  situated,  at  this 
time,  as  to  be  compelled  to  decline  your  hospitable  invitation  to 
take  part  in  the  reunion  of  the  Societij  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land. 

Especially  I  regret  that  I  can  not  accept  your  flattering 
request  to  reply  to  the  sentiment — "The  Army  and  Navy  of  tho 
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United  States" — since  my  association  with  both  branches  of  the 
service  during  the  late  war  gave  me  the  constant  opportunity  of 
witnessing  the  rare  courage,  patriotism,  and  self-sacrifice  with 
which  they  performed  their  duties,  and  which  has  resulted  so 
happily  in  the  salvation  of  my  country. 

It  is  to  me  a  delightful  retrospect  to  follow  again  the  gallant 
men  who  formed  our  army,  and  to  recall  the  spirited  and  dashing 
actions  which  so  justly  entitled  it  to  be  considered  one  of  the  first 
armies  of  the  world. 

To  its  undaunted  heroism,  neither  the  deadly  miasmas  of  the 
Southern  swamps,  the  whirling  current  of  mighty  rivers,  or  the 
burning  sun  of  an  almost  tropical  climate,  presented  obstacles 
sufficient  to  withstand  the  genius  and  resistless  energy  of  its  sol- 
diers. 

Nor  did  the  gallantry  of  the  brave  men  who  fought  against  it 
in  an  unholy  cause  meet  with  better  success. 

Your  efforts,  then,  in  the  service  of  your  country,  have  won 
the  respect  and  applause  of  the  world.  Military  men,  in  every 
land,  study  your  campaigns  with  admiration,  and  the  patriot  will 
forever  recall  them  with  blessings. 

I  know,  perhaps,  as  well  as  most  men,  the  desperate  nature 
of  the  services  performed,  for  I  participated  in  a  portion  of  your 
glorious  labors,  and  shall  ever  remember  the  courage  and  patriot- 
ism of  our  invincible  soldiers  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  priva- 
tions. 

To  you,  "the  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland"  what  gratifying  memories  must  be  awakened  as  you 
compare  the  present  with  the  past. 

You  sprang  to  arms  at  the  call  of  a  country  threatened  with 
ruin.  The  struggle  was  long  and  bloody,  but  your  consolation  for 
all  must  be,  that  in  the  end  you  triumphed.  The  country  was 
saved — nay,  more  than  saved — for  you  gave  it  a  reconstruction 
which  rendered  the  doctrine  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  a 
fact,  and  restored  us  the  respect  of  the  civilized  world  as  a  nation 
of  freemen. 
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The  blessings  thus  bestowed  upon  your  own  country  are 
being  multiplied.  Other  nations,  taking  heart  among  their  peo- 
ples, are  awakening  to  the  fact  that  the  only  government  worthy 
the  enlightenment  of  the  age  is  that  established  by  the  people. 
In  this  practical  ago,  the  simplicity  and  real  majesty  of  the  repub- 
lican form  comports  far  better  with  the  spirit  of  the  times  than 
the  glitter,  vice,  and  folly  of  kingly  courts;  and  this  you  have 
saved  to  the  world  by  your  sufferings  and  your  victories. 

With  a  record  like  3Tours,  you  have  a  right  to  look  back  with 
pride  on  what  your  valor  has  accomplished,  and  long  may  your 
annual  reunions  serve  to  recall  the  events  and  keep  alive  the  sen- 
timents which  illustrated  that  long  and  arduous  conliict.  But  in 
the  midst  of  all  this  prosperity,  mental  and  physical  vigor,  which 
now  surrounds  us,  let  us  not  forget  the  solemn  duty  of  respect  we 
owe  to  those  who  lie  "  Dead  on  the  Field  of  Honor."  Long  may 
their  memories  be  kept  green  in  the  hearts  of  their  countrymen, 
for  whose  liberties  they  laid  down  their  noble  lives.  Among  the 
assembly  of  resplendent  shadows,  memory  recalls  the  august 
figure  of  that  virtuous  soldier  who  taught  us  always  the  laws  of 
honor,  and  led  us  in  the  paths  of  victory. 

May  the  name  of  General  George  II.  Thomas  be  immortal 
among  his  countrymen. 

And  hero  permit  me,  since  I  can  not  be  with  you  in  person, 
to  offer  as  a  toast  the  name  of  that  hero,  prominent  among  all — 
General  Grant,  the  commander-in-chief  and  representative  of 
the  army  and  navy,  in  whose  election  the  people  not  only  recog- 
nized his  own  merits  as  a  soldier  and  statesman,  but  the  merits  of 
all  soldiers  and  sailors  who  fought  for  the  salvation  of  the  Union. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Admiral. 
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Fourth  Toast : 

"  GENERAL  GEORGE  H.  THOMAS. 

Drank  standing  and  in  silence. 
Fifth  Toast  : 

"THE   HEROIC    DEAD." 

Drank  standing  and  in  silence. 
Sixth  Toast : 

"  THE    HEROIC   LIVING — VETERANS    IN    WAR,    IN    PEACE    CITIZENS." 

Response  by  General  J.  A.  Campbell. 

Mr.  President  and  Comrades  : 

Unexpectedly  detailed  for  this  duty  in  consequence  of  the 
absence  of  one  of  the  heroic  living, *  the  gallant  representa- 
tive of  a  most  gallant  family,  I  approach  with  diffidence  my 
theme — "  The  Heroic  Living."  It  is  but  a  few  years  since  that  they 
were  to  be  found  on  the  farms  and  in  the  workshops,  the  count- 
ing-room, the  editorial  chair,  the  pulpit,  and  at  the  bar,  engaged  in 
the  cultivation  of  all  the  arts  of  peace,  little  dreaming  of  the  great 
future  before  them.  But  treason  assailed  the  flag  under  which 
they  and  their  fathers  had  lived  so  long  and  so  happily,  and  they 
were  called  upon  to  prove  themselves  worthy  of  the  privileges 
they  enjoyed.  No  hesitating  response  was  theirs.  From  farm- 
houses, villages,  towns,  and  cities  they  pressed  forward,  gray-haired 
sire  and  beardless  youth,  forming  themselves  into  companies  and 
regiments,  fearing  nothing  except  that  the  Government  might  not 
accept  their  services,  anxious  only  to  prove  their  devotion  to  free- 
dom and  their  flag.  And  thus  they  went  forth.  For  four  long 
summers  they  marched  and  fought  under  the  scorching  southern 
sun  ;  four  seasons  they  endured  the  hardship  and  privation  of  ex- 
posure to  the  winter  storms  ;  four  times  seed-time  and  harvest  had 


^General  Edward  M.  McCook,  who  was  originally  assigned  to  respond 
to  this  toast. 
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come  and  gone  on  the  smiling  hillsides  and  in  the  peaceful  val- 
leys of  their  northern  homes,  and  the  volunteers  returned  "  vet- 
erans in  war!  Alas!  not  all  of  them  returned!  A  large  army 
was  left  behind.  Their  graves  are  altars  on  which  we  should 
pledge  ourselves  on  each  succeeding  anniversary  meeting  to 
renewed  fealty  to  the  cause  for  which  they  laid  down  their 
lives.  How  gladly  those  that  returned  resumed  their  places 
in  the  ranks  of  citizens.  To  them  the  military  service  was 
tolerable,  because  by  that  means  only  could  their  country's 
salvation  be  achieved.  That  accomplished  and  their  mission  as 
soldiers  was  ended.  In  the  country  that  could  enlist  a  million  vol- 
unteers to  carry  a  musket  and  endure  all  the  hardships  of  a  pri- 
vate soldier's  life  in  time  of  war  at  the  call  of  patriotism,  it  is  to-day, 
in  time  of  profound  peace,  almost  impossible  to  enlist  for  pay  a 
sufficient  number  of  recruits  to  fill  the  small  quota  of  our  regular 
army.  And  you  meet  these  heroes,  who  so  patiently  carried  and 
so  bravely  wielded  the  musket,  in  all  the  avocations  of  daily  life, 
again  fulfilling  the  duties  and  enjoying  the  proud  privileges  of 
the  American  citizen.  Their  years  of  service  had  given  them 
more  vigorous  frames,  a  southern  sun  had  bronzed  their  cheek,  but 
in  all  else  they  were  unchanged,  save  that  like  the  .Roundheads  of 
the  Protector's  army,  after  the  war,  the  good  soldier  made  the 
better  citizen.  Shall  I  attempt  to  call  the  roll  of  tho  heroic 
living?  As  Thomas,  McPherson,  Sumner,  are  representative 
names  of  tho  great  army  of  heroes  whom  they  have  gone  to  meet, 
so  Grant,  Sherman,  Sheridan,  Schofield,  Eosecrans,  Meade, 
are  but  representative  names  of  tho  thousands  of  citizen  soldiers 
scattered  over  all  our  land. 

But  not  alone  to  those  who  went  forth  to  battle  is  honor  due. 
Those  who  in  the  rear  cheered  and  aided  the  army  at  the  front, 
and  who  furnished  the  sinews  of  war,  making  possible  what  would 
have  been  impossible  without  their  aid,  must  not  be  forgotten. 
And  words  would  fail  me  were  I  to  attempt  to  award  the  meed  of 
praise  due  tho  mothers,  sisters,  sweethearts,  and  wives,  who  sacri- 
ficed so  much  for  their  country,  who  prayerfully,  tearfully,  gave 
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what  was  dearest  to  them  of  all  on  earth,  to  die  that  the  republic 
might  live. 

The  work  of  the  veterans  in  war  is  accomplished.  As  citi- 
zens in  peace  they  are  still  on  guard,  jealously  watching  to  seo 
that  their  comrades'  blood  has  not  been  spilt  in  vain.  They  de- 
mand nothing  but  the  preservation  of  the  Union  and  the  free  in- 
stitutions for  which  they  fought.  Should  the  flag  which  sym- 
bolizes to  them  liberty  and  union  be  again  assailed,  the  old  musket 
will  bo  taken  from  its  rack  and  our  country's  enemies  would  find 
that  they  had  to  meet  "  veterans  in  war." 

Seventh  Toast: 

"  THE  LOYAL  CITIZENS  OF  THE  STATES  WHO  SUSTAINED  THE  ARMY." 

Response  by  General  J.  Warren  Keifer. 

Mr.  Chairman  : 

I  interpret  the  language  of  the  toast  to  which  I  am  called 
upon  to  respond,  to  refer  to  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  States  who  sus- 
tained the  Union  army  while  it  was  engaged  in  fighting  the  battles 
of  the  Union  as  distinguished  from  those  who  themselves  joined 
the  army  and  shared  in  its  perils  and  hardships.  It  is  due  to 
history  and  to  justice,  that  the  loyal  people  of  the  States  should 
have  their  part  in  the  sublime  contest  recorded,  side  by  side,  with 
that  of  those  who  faced  danger  and  death  upon  the  battle-field. 
No  army  was  ever  so  well  sustained  as  our  army  during  the  great 
conflict.  Under  the  excitement  of  the  hour  many  joined  the  army 
and  hastened  to  the  front;  while  many  others  faced  danger  and 
death  through  the  hope  of  glory.  But  the  steadfast  loyal  citizen  at 
home,  who  never  for  a  moment  doubted  or  yielded  to  despondency 
in  the  darkest  hour  of  the  Union  cause,  had  nothing  to  impel  him 
to  adhere  to  his  high  principles  of  patriotism,  save  his  love  of 
country. 

The  present  occasion  will  not  permit  me,  with  propriety,  to  at- 
tempt the  review  of  all  the  proud  acts  of  the  loyal  citizens  of  the 
States  in  sustaining  the  army  of  the  Union.     While  those  who 
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joined  tho  army  were  at  their  posts  of  duty,  their  loyal  friends  at 
homo  were  also  at  theirs.  The  aged  parents  freely  gave  their 
sons  a  willing  sacrifice  to  the  Union,  and  the  cause  of  universal 
liberty,  and  bade  them  God  speed  upon  their  mission  of  duty. 
The  wife  with  patriotic  heart  bade  farewell  to  a  husband  for 
whose  life  she  would  have  freely  given  her  own.  The  loving 
sister  parted  with  her  young  and  promising  brother,  with  a  kiss 
as  a  token  of  her  love,  a  prayer  for  his  safety,  and  a  charge  to  do 
his  duty  and  not  suffer  disgrace  to  the  flag  of  his  country.  The 
youthful  of  either  sex,  with  hearts  fired  with  patriotic  zeal, 
cheered  their  elder  brothers  and  fathers  upon  their  bravery  in 
joining  tho  arm}',  and  when  in  tho  arm}'  sent  them  words  of  cheer 
and  encouragement.  Who  of  those  that  were  in  the  field  but  re- 
members the  earnest  excitement  that  prevailed  in  camp  when  it 
became  known  that  a  mail  had  arrived.  The  eagerness  to  hear 
from  friends  at  home  was  largely  because,  from  them,  they 
expected  words  of  consolation  and  of  hope. 

The  sacrifices  of  those  at  home  were  often  equal  to  that  of 
those  who  had  taken  their  places  in  the  field.  The  loyal  citizens 
freely  gave  of  their  substance  to  sustain  the  army.  We  are  quite 
familiar  with  tho  hardships,  dangers,  and  anxieties  of  the  soldiers 
at  the  front,  but  who  can  measure  tho  anxiety  of  heart  and  mind 
of  a  sister,  father,  mother,  or  wife,  while  in  constant  dread  and 
suspense  as  to  the  fate  of  one  that  was  near  and  dear.  This  deep 
agony  of  suspense  was  endured  through  long  years  by  many,  but 
how  often  was  that  suspense  terminated  by  the  sad  tidings  that 
death  upon  the  battle-field,  in  hospital,  or  prison-pen  had  put  an 
end  to  hope. 

No  sacrifice  required  was  so  great  as  to  eliminate  from  the 
truly  patriotic,  their  love  of  country.  The  devotion  to  the  army> 
to  country,  and  to  duty  is  even  more  manifest,  when  wo  recur  to 
the  untold  labors  and  voluntary  contributions  of  the  loyal  citizens, 
in  providing  for  the  relief  of  the  prostate  and  dying  soldiers, 
through  the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions. 

The  moral  grandeur  of  the  work  performed  by  the  patriotic 
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ladies  of  the  land,  who  devoted  themselves  to  the  alleviation  of  the 
sufferings  of  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  would  almost  com- 
pensate for  the  horrors  of  a  long  and  bloody  war.  These  ladies 
flew,  as  upon  angel  wings,  to  relieve  every  cry  of  distress,  and  often 
shared  in  the  dangers  of  battle  and  hardships  of  camp  life.  "Would 
that  all  could  be  made  to  realize  the  hell  of  agonies  they  closed, 
and  the  heaven  of  joy  they  opened,  by  their  self-sacrificing  labors. 

No  history  of  the  late  war  will  be  complete  without  it  por- 
trays, in  its  brightest  and  proudest  pages,  the  part  taken  in  sustain- 
ing the  army  by  the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions,  and  that 
of  the  individual  patriots  who  labored  therein.  Nor  will  a  history 
of  the  dead  and  living  heroes  of  that  war  be  perfect,  that  omits  to 
set  forth  in  the  historian's  most  vivid  language  the  glorious 
achievements  of  these  heroines,  Misses  Dix,  Braten,  Terry,  and 
Mrs.  Husband,  Kickets,  Fogg,  and  numberless  others  who  also 
dedicated  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

There  was  not  a  village  or  hamlet  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  Northern  States,  that  did  not  produce  characters  equal  to  the 
proudest  and  best  of  ancient  times,  and  not  only  in  individual  but 
in  national  character  was  this  developed. 

The  representatives  of  tho  loyal  press,  by  their  unwavering 
support  of  the  army,  and  the  cause  for  which  it  fought,  demonstrated 
anew  the  truth  of  the  maxim  that  "the  pen  is  mightier  than  the 
sivord." 

The  flag  of  our  country  symbolizes  the  power  of  a  patriotic 
people,  strong  in  the  convictions  of  duty,  and  proud  in  the  realiza- 
tion of  truth  and  right.  The  beautiful  Temple  of  Liberty  had  for 
its  foundation  the  simple  virtues  and  patriotism  of  the  loyal  people 
of  the  States — a  people  who  were  strong  in  a  consciousness  of  right, 
and  who  thought  no  sacrifice  too  great  for  the  boon  of  freedom  to  , 
bo  preserved. 

While  a  full  meed  of  praise  is  awarded  to  the  gallant  soldiers 
of  the  late  army,  let  us  be  just  in  awarding  due  praise  to  the  loyal 
citizens  who  sustained  it. 
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Eighth  Toast: 

"THE  COMMANDERS  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND. " 

Response  by  General  J.  S.  Fullerton. 

Mr.  President  : 

Nearly  six  years  have  passed  since  the  beautiful  hills  of 
Nashville  trembled  beneath  the  tread  of  hostile  arms,  and  its  val- 
leys echoed  with  the  roar  of  battle  that  proclaimed  the  last  con- 
flict and^final  victory  of  the  grand  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Since 
then  what  a  change !  Soon  afterward  came  peace  with  its  delights. 
The  arts  of  industry  are  fast  healing  the  wounds  inflicted  by  the 
war;  passions  have  cooled  down,  and  prejudices  are  dying  out. 
Army  feuds  have  been  blown  to  the  winds,  and  army  jealousies 
are  now  laughed  at.  The  martinet  has  been  plucked  of  his  fine 
feathers;  the  ignorant  blunderer  has  been  denounced;  the  incom- 
petent sneered  at,  and  the  drunkard,  answerable  for  the  lives  of 
many  brave  men,  is  execrated.  Now  at  this  day,  in  the  light  of 
time,  under  cool  reflection  and  sober  judgment,  what  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland?  It  is  not  necessary  to 
give  to  you,  my  comrades,  even  an  epitome  of  their  military  history. 
You  helped  to  make  it.  With  every  lino  of  it  you  are  familiar.  In 
this  passing  moment,  then,  let  us  speak  only  of  some  of  the  lead- 
ing characteristics  as  brought  out  in  the  war  for  the  preservation 
of  our  government.  The  history  of  no  army  can  show  five  suc- 
cessive commanders  of  greater  military  genius,  strength  of  char- 
acter, devotedness  of  principle.  Their  deeds  praise  them,  a  nation 
honors  them,  and  we  love  them.  There  were  but  five,  and  the 
first  was  the  noble,  self-sacrificing,  patriotic  Anderson,  who 
watched  over  our. army  in  its  infancy  and  shaped  its  growth;  then 
came  Sherman,  far  in  advance  of  his  contemporaries,  but  only  up 
to  the  requirements  of  the  hour,  the  most  brilliant  military  genius 
of  the  age,  impulsive,  impatient,  daring;  and  then  came  Buell,  a 
most  consummate  soldier,  of  great  acquirements  and  military  skill, 
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who  did  much  to  make  us  strong,  teaching  us  discipline  at  a  time 
when  it'was  most  required  and  least  understood;  and  then  came 
Eosecrans,  and  he  called  us  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Eosecrans  came  with  honors  gathered  at  Iuka  and  Corinth. 
In  two  months  from  the  time  ho  took  command  of  our  army,  with 
an  energy  and  boldness  characteristic  of  the  man,  he  took  us  into 
action  and  fought  one  of  the  decisive  battles  of  the  war.  Nor  did 
he  remain  idle  after  the  victory.  As  soon  as  his  army  could  be 
re-organized,  and  the  weather  permitted,  on  we  pushed  far  off 
from  our  base,  fighting  our  way  over  the  hills  and  through  the 
valleys  of  Tennessee,  across  its  great  river,  and  over  high  Lookout 
Mountain,  until  we  again  met  and  grappled  with  our  old  enemy. 
The  battle  of  Chickamauga  gave  to  us  Chattanooga,  the  gateway 
to  Tennessee,  North  Georgia,  and  Alabama.  And  all  of  this  was 
accomplished  in  less  than  one  year  from  the  time  that  Eosecrans 
came  to  us.     Eosecrans  is  the  very  soul  of  gallantry  ;  full  of  kind  i 

and  generous  sympathies;  open  and  frank.  He  was  eminent  as  a 
strategist,  and  possessed  great  power  of  personal  influence  over  his 
officers  and  men. 

And  now  we  come  to  our  fifth  and  last  commander.  As 
Lookout  Mountain  towered  above  the  hills  around  it,  grand  and 
majestic,  so  stood  Thomas  among  the  generals  in  tho  armj7  camped 
at  its  base,  so  history  will  place  him  among  the  heroes  of  the  war. 
Fresh  from  the  bloody  field  of  Chickamauga,  covered  with  glory,  he 
took  command  of  our  army ;  yet  reluctantly  and  unwillingi}',  for, 
modestly,  he  underrated  his  own  abilities.  But,  being  a  soldier,  ho 
did  not  shrink  from  the  duties  imposed  upon  him.  No  unworthy 
or  personal  ambition  or  scheme  for  self-aggrandizement  influenced 
him.  Long  before,  when  tempted  with  the  command  of  the  Army 
of  the  Ohio,  he  declined  to  take  it,  saying  he  would  not  supersede  ,  . 
Buell. 

There  was  no  great  predominating  trait  in  his  character,  but 
ho  was  great  in  all  things;  he  was  every  inch  a  soldier;  a  com- 
plete man.  As  commander  of  an  army  and  as  a  subordinate  com- 
mander, his  record  does  not  show  alternate  victories  and  defeats. 
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From  the  battle  of  Mill  Springs,  the  first  substantial  victory  of  the 
war,  down  to  the  crushing  blow  of  Nashville,  that  annihilated  the 
second  army  of  the  Confederacy,  and  gave  the  death  blow  to  the 
rebellion,  he  never  suffered  defeat.  Never  did  wo  hear  it  said  of 
him,  "He  would  have  been  successful  if  this  or  that  division  had 
been  in  place;"  or,  "if  his  flanks  had  been  protected;"  or,  "if  he 
had  not  then  have  bYen  forced  to  fight."  For  when  he  did  fight, 
every  division  was  in  place;  his  arm}',  as  has  been  said,  had  no 
flanks,  and  nothing  under  heaven  could  move  him  until  he  was 
ready  to  strike — neither  the  clamor  of  the  public,  the  assaults  of 
politicians,  or  the  threats  of  power.  His  arm}7  was  never  imperiled, 
and  the  lives  of  none  of  his  soldiers  were  uselessly  lost.  On  those 
cold  days  of  December,  when  the  hills  of  Nashville,  crowned  with 
the  enemy's  works,  were  covered  with  a  sheet  of  ice  over  which 
neither  man  nor  animal  could  move,  a  peremptory  order  came  from 
his  superior,  far  away,  directing  him  to  attack  at  once.  He  peremp- 
torily refused.  "Take  my  arm}7  from  me,  and  break  me  if  you  will,  ') 
but  I  will  not  be  guilty  of  the  blunder."  And  they  would  have  re- 
lieved him,  but  before  the  disgrace  could  be  accomplished  the  ice 
melted,  and  at  the  very  first  moment  his  army  could  move,  he  gave 
the  command  "  forward  !  "  The  battle  was  fought,  and  then  went 
up  a  shout  of  joy  over  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  North  : 
"  Our  country  is  saved  !  God  bless  the  old  hero  of  Chickamauga." 
His  hour  had  come,  and  Nashville  gave  to  the  country  its  greatest 
soldier.  I  do  not  speak  extravagantly,  as  you  soldiers  well  know, 
as  the  country  will  know  when  his  deeds  are  fully  told. 

His  theory  was,  preparo,  forward,  hold  fast.  Little  did  they 
know  his  character  at  Washington  when  they  sent  the  dispatch, 
which,  to  him,  must  have  been  almost  an  insult:  "  Hold  to  Chatta- 
nooga at  all  hazards."  His  soldier-like  reply — "Have  no  fear; 
we  '11  hold  the  town  till  wo  starve  " — meant  just  what  was  said. 

In  the  brilliant  Atlanta  campaign,  in  connection  with  which 
his  name  was  hardly  mentioned,  his  command  comprised  threo- 
fifths  of  all  the  troops.  In  its  councils  he  was  the  balance  wheel; 
in  the  field  the  power.     Always  in  the  center,  his  army  solid,  stub- 
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born,  invincible,  moved  like  the  mighty  avalanche  that  crushes 
everything  before  it.  In  peace  he  had  the  tender  heart  and  gentle 
disposition  of  a  child  ;  in  battle  his  frown  was  more  to  be  feared 
than  the  ballets  of  the  enemy.  Never  can  I  forget  his  face  as  I 
looked  upon  it  that  jjreadful  Sunday,  the  second  day  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  The  situation  was  desperate,  yet  that  countenance  was 
imperturbable,  serene,  confident.  As  long  as  he  stayed  by  his  ex- 
hausted troops  there  was  no  thought  of  defeat;  they  were  there  to 
fight  or  die.  The  sun  was  still  an  hour  high.  "Ah,"  said  a  nervous 
officer  who  approached  him,  "we  are  almost  surrounded;  our 
ammunition  is  all  gone,  we  have  even  emptied  the  cartridge  boxes 
of  the  enemy's  dead  in  our  front;  we  shall  soon  be  assaulted  again, 
I  am  afraid."  "Afraid,"  said  the  lion-hearted,  "  charge  them  with 
bayonets!"  And  they  did  counter  charge,  and  again,  before  the 
sun  went  down,  and  darkness  found  that  decimated  corps  firm  in 
its  tracks  as  the  ground  it  stood  upon. 

Thomas  was  a  pure  man.  He  was  the  embodiment  of  truth, 
and  he  was  a  good  man.  Let  the  infidel  sneer,  and  the  man  of 
pleasure  laugh,  if  they  will,  when  I  say  that  this  noble  man  was  a 
Christian — not  one  of  those  loud-mouthed,  canting  hypocrites, 
who,  least  their  sincerity  should  be  suspected,  made  ostentatious 
professions  of  piety  through  camp  and  quarters.  He  was  a  sincere 
believer,  and  had  a  firm,  abiding  faith  in  an  overruling,  all-merci- 
ful God.  Often  have  I  seen  him  on  a  Sabbath  morning  retire  to 
his  tent,  leaving  orders  not  to  bo  disturbed,  there  to  spend  the 
hour  in  devotion.  And  that,  too,  when  the  passions  of  war,  the 
licentiousness  and  corrupting  influences  of  camp  life,  at  most  made 
Christianity  a  by-word,  even  when  many  of  those  sent  to  the  field 
as  messengers  of  peace  fell  from  their  high  estate. 

No  sordid  avarico  could  influence  or  corrupt  him.  When  a 
generous  public  were  rewarding  our  successful  Generals  with 
offers  of  rich  gifts,  he  too  was  approached,  but  he  repelled  such 
offers  with  the  same  scorn  with  which  an  upright  man  would 
reject  a  bribe.  None  who  knew  him  well  and  wished  to  retain 
his  esteem  would  have  dared  to  approach  him  on  such  a  mission. 
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Such  men  are  too  good  to  be  appreciated  in  these  days  of  mammon 
and  corruption. 

But  a  few  short  months  ago  some  of  us  followed  his  remains 
to  the  grave.  When  Death  laid  his  icy  hand  upon  him,  then  the 
country  knew  what  a  treasure  it  had  lost.  As  his  funeral  cortege 
passed  through  the  land,  the  sad  faces  of  thousands  gazing  upon 
it  spoke  of  deep  poignant  grief.  Not  like  the  selfish,  hungry 
crowd  that  follows  with  shout  and  tossed-up  hat  at  the  heels  of 
power  did  they  come.  No!  They  came  only  to  do  honor  to  the 
great  dead.  He  had  passed  from  among  them,  and  had  neither 
favor  nor  smile  to  bestow.  Where  is  there  another  such  man  ? 
When  time  clears  away  the  rubbish  of  the  past  and  brings  to  light 
the  unwritten  history  of  the  war,  his  star  shall  be  seen  shining 
brightest  in  the  grand  constellation  of  the  heroes  of  the  age,  when 
others,  now  luminous,  shall  have  set  forever. 

Ninth  Toast: 

"  THE    ARMIES    OF   THE    WEST." 

Response  by  General  C.  II.  Grosvenor. 

Mr.  President  and  Comrades: 

The  sentiment  calls  to  mind  the  quarter  of  a  million  of  men 
who  so  promptly  sprang  to  arms,  when  treason  raised  its  arm 
against  the  nation,  and  formed  "  Tho  Armies  of  the  West."  They 
came  from  the  hill-tops  and  from  the  plains  of  this  grand  free  West, 
and  although  from  time  to  time  they  stood  in  separate  and  distinct 
organizations,  yet  hero  and  now  we  gladly  recognize  them  as  one. 
"A  constellation  is  but  one,  though  'tis  a  train  of  stars."  Let  us 
briefly  pass  this  glorious  brotherhood  of  armies  in  review: 

The  grand  old  Army  of  the  Cumberland  moves  forward  first. 
It  was  the  first-born.  It  was  formed  in  tho  fall  of  1861,  and  occu- 
pied tho  great  central  lino  to  Savannah,  and  the  back  door  of 
Richmond.  It  moved  with  the  exactness  of  science,  and  tho  irre- 
sistible power  of  Omnipotence.     This  great  thing  can  be  said  of 
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it,  and  in  this  it  stands  without  a  peer  and  without  a  rival  :  It  was 
never  conquered.  It  may  have  fallen  back  from  its  original  or  most 
advanced  lino  at  Stone  River,  but  it  assumed  an  impregnable  and 
victorious  position  in  the  rear  of  the  historical  cedars,  and  thence 
hurled  death  and  confusion  upon  its  enemies,  and  Bragg  and  his 
legions  could  not  dislodge  it.  If  it  did  fall  back  from  the  carnage- 
strewn  field  of  Chickamauga,  it  first  heaped  the  placid  valley 
with  a  hecatomb  of  dead  rebels,  and  so  crippled  the  overwhelming 
hosts  of  the  Southern  army,  that  it  could  seize  and  hold  Chat- 
tanooga— the  objectivo  point  of  the  campaign.  Proud  and  grand 
is  its   record,  and  fitting    it  was  that  with   it  from  its    infancy,  ; 

and  at  its  head  at  Nashville  at  its  culminating  gloiy,  should  have 
stood  George  Ii.  Thomas,  the  purest  and  proudest  monument 
of  soldierly  perfection.  His  place  is  vacant.  It  can  not  be  filled. 
No  living  man  can  take  his  place. 

The  Army  of  the  Ohio,  with  its  proud  record,  comes  next.    From  I 

the  day  of  its  organization,  through  the  fearful,  bloody,  but  bril- 
liant defense  of  Knoxville,  the  campaign  of  Atlanta,  and  the 
terrible  but  successful  defense  at  Franklin,  it  achieved  imperish- 
able renown.  The  names  of  Burnside,  Cox,  and  Stanley  grace 
the  pages  of  its  history. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  moving  upon  the  right  of  the  grand 
center,  carried  its  proud  standard  with  valor  from  the  early  and 
unmixed  triumph  at  Fort  Donelson,  down  by  way  of  Vicksburg 
and  Black  river,  until  it  came  with  its  trained  hosts  and  our  com- 
mon leader,  in  that  beautiful  May  time,  to  Chattanooga  to  join 
with  us  in  the  historical  campaign  of  Atlanta  and  the  matchless 
"  March  to  the  Sea.  What  additional  luster  can  words  give  to  the 
glory  of  this  army?  General  Sherman,  our  honored  and  wel- 
come visitor,  came  with  that  army.  Our  valor  executed  the  plans  , 
which  his  incomparable  genius  devised.  His  genius  gave  direc- 
tion and  system  to  the  development  of  our  valor.  Wo  read  with 
deep  interest  the  history  of  these  storming  days  of  Europe,  but 
we  learn  in  this  way  that  the  brilliancy  of  this  American  genius 
has  not  been   equaled  in  the  Old  World.     This  man  of  the  free 
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people  stands  to-day  without  a  rival  in  his  peculiar  greatness. 
He  is  ono  of  the  monuments  of  the  "Armies  of  the  West."  It 
will  stand  admired  when  the  l33rramids  shall  have  been  forgotten. 

The  Army  of  Georgia,  after  having  shared  in  the  honors  of  our 
earl}^  history  and  successes,, after  having  shared  with  us  the  trials  of 
heavy  marches,  dangers,  and  death,  and  partaken  in  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  as  if  not  satisfied  with  all  this, 
went  into  business  upon  its  own  private  account,  and  under  Slo- 
cl\m  placed  Bentonville  as  a  new  and  crowning  diadem  in  its  al- 
ready shining  crown. 

The  armies,  with  the  cavalry  and  the  other  arms  of  the  mili- 
tary S}'stem,  combined  to  achieve  the  unfading  history  of  the 
"Armies  of  the  West."  They  hastened  the  fall  of  Richmond  by 
aiding  the  Eastern  Army,  by  marching  through  the  Confederacy. 
And  when  the  war  ended,  the  men  of  these  armies  again  com- 
mingled with  the  people  from  whom  they  came,  and  seized  the 
machinery  of  civilization,  and  to-day  upon  the  soil  of  every  West- 
ern State  and  Territory,  away  out  to  the;  Pacific,  these  men  are 
pushing  westward  the  course  of  empire.  And,  comrades,  to  us  is 
confided  a  sacred  trust.  These  liberties  for  which  we  fought  must 
be  maintained  and  made  perpetual.  The  integrity  of  the  "gov- 
ernment of  the  people,  for  the  people  and  by  tho  people,"  must 
not  perish  from  the  earth.  The  patriotism  which  called  these 
armies  into  life  must  continue  to  watch  over  the  safety  of  this  ark 
of  the  New  Covenant,  and  should  danger  threaten  let  the  bugle  of 
liberty  again  sound  the  call,  and  tho  men  of  the  War  of  1861  will 
reunite,  and,  as  if  inspired  by  more  than  mortal  power,  re-enact 
tho  stirring  scenes  which  in  memory  guild  so  gloriously  the  his- 
tory of  "  The  Armies  of  the  West." 
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Tenth  Toast: 


THE    ARMY    OF    THE    POTOMAC. 


Response  by  General  J.  S.  Robinson. 


Comrades  : 

A  short  time  since,  while  sipping  my  coffee  at  the  banquet- 
table,  a  luxury  that  every  soldier  knows  how  to  enjoy,  I  was  noti- 
fied that,  in  the  absence  of  that  well-known  and  gallant  com- 
mander of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  General  Hooker,  that  I 
would  be  called  upon  to  respond  to  this  toast.  Presuming  that 
the  order  emanated  from  our  Commander-in-chief,  here  to-night, 
the  honored  President  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, I  have  no  alternative  but  to  obejT. 

How  shall  I,  so  humblo  a  representative  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  in  fitting  terms  do  honor  to  the  heroic  achievements  of 
that  brave  and  determined  army.  Its  movements  were  not  al- 
ways crowned  with  success  like  your  army  in  the  West;  often 
repulsed,  it  was  never  driven  or  dismayed.  On  many  fields  of 
its  greatest  achievements,  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions  were 
almost  decimated,  and  yet  their  organizations  were  maintained 
intact. 

It  was  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  that  first  offered  up  the  great 
libation  of  patriotic  blood  to  consecrate  the  first  irrevocable  action, 
by  which  this  vast  empire  was  to  be  perpetuated  to  freedom  in  its 
broadest  sense.  Between  the  era  of  its  first  great  battle  and  its 
final  triumph  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  lies  a  long  space  in  the 
trials  and  triumphs  of  that  army.  It  is  a  history  of  privations, 
endurance,  and  suffering,  made  illustrious  by  bravo  contest  and 
many  brilliant  achievements.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  invidious,  but 
perhaps  it  would  not  be  out  of  place  to  say  that  in  the  whole  series 
of  engagements  participated  in  by  that  army,  the  two  most  nota- 
ble events  that  have  won  for  it  the  greatest  renown  and  admira- 
tion  wore    Gettysburg    and    the   series    of    engagements  around 
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Richmond,  which  terminated  in  the  surrender  of  Lee  and  his 
army,  and  thereby  secured  the  triumph  of  the  National  cause. 
Gettysburg  is  a  memorable  event  in  the  history  of  that  army, 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  the  first  great  and  decisive  victory  that 
it  had  achieved.  As  it  has  been  well  and  truly  said  :  "  It  was  not 
a  battle  won  by  superior  strategy  or  military  genius,"  but  by  the 
determined  valor  of  the  soldiers.  Our  troops  were  ably  and  skill- 
fully commanded,  but  I  have  never  Witnessed  'such  a  determina- 
tion among  soldiers  to  conquer,  or  die  in  the  attempt,  as  was  dis- 
played on  that  field.  Many  a  soldier  on  that  long-to-bc-remcm- 
bered  occasion  gave  his  life,  actuated  by  the  sentiments  of  War- 
ren, uttered  at  Bunker  Hill  :  "  It  is  sweet  and  becoming  to  die 
for  the  country." 


Eleventh  Toast: 


Response  by  General  W.  S.  Rosecrans. 

Comrades : 

In  rising  to  respond  to  a  toast  touching  so  nearly  every  fiber 
of  my  heart,  the  difficulty  is  not  what  to  say,  but  what  to  leave 
unsaid. 

You,  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  you,  illus- 
trious soldiers  and  guests,  know  full  well  how  much  is  comprised 
in  that  word — Army. 

The  fourteen  elements  of  which  the  human  body  is  composed, 
before  their  organization  under  the  laws  of  vital  force,  are  not 
more  helpless  than  a  great  armed  multitude  without  organization. 
But,  as  particles  of  dust  of  the  earth,  organized  into  the  human 
body,  moving  under  the  laws  of  vital  force,  directed  b}r  enlight- 
ened intelligence  and  energized  by  adequate  will,  become  that 
wonder  of  the  universe,  Man,  so  a  great  mass  of  men,  armed 
units,  organized  under  the  law  of  military  force,  directed  by  the 
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light  of  combined  intelligences,  and  moved  by  a  concurrence  of 
all  wills  in  one,  from  a  pitiable  mass  of  helplessness  becomes  one 
of  the  mightiest  engines  of  human  power — an  army. 

An  army,  then,  is  a  great  compound  man,  having  a  body,  a 
life,  a  spirit,  a  soul,  and  history  of  his  own  as  individual  as  those 
of  each  unit  of  which  it  is  composed.  It  is  ennobled  by  the  same 
qualities,  and,  like  individuals,  has  turning  points  in  its  life,  and 
epochs  of  heroic  efforts  and  of  glory  which  especially  fix  atten- 
tion and  challenge  admiration. 

A  review  of  the  epochs  and  turning  points  in  the  life  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  would  bo  highly  interesting  to  the  members 
of  this  Society.  But  neither  time  nor  occasion  admits  my  enter- 
ing into  details,  nor  even  an  enumeration  of  its  great  marches 
and  victorious  combuts.  But  I  think  it  fitting  that  I  should  tell 
you  how  our  army  first  received  its  name;  and  you  will  pardon 
me,  and  perhaps  be  pleased,  if  I  also  tell  you  what  I  consider  its 
crowning  effort  of  heroic  action. 

1'he  Army  of  the  Ohio  became  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  in 
that  best  of  ways,  b}7  its  own  heroic  actions. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  18G2,  twenty-three  daj7s  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Corinth,  under  orders  from  Washington,  I  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  and  such  other  troops  as  had  joined 
it  during  the  campaign  in  Kentucky,  all  concentrating  at  Bowling 
Green,  Kentucky. 

You,  comrades,  well  remember  that  the  veteran  divisions  of 
that  old  command,  thinned  by  marchings  and  battles,  and  the  new 
troops  were  consolidated  by  the  order  of  the  War  Department, 
and  distinguished  as  the 

"Fourteenth  Army  Corps  " 

To  the  command  of  which  I  was  assigned.  You  remember  how 
this  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  was  organized  into  grand  divisions — 
right,  left,  and  center.  You  remember  how  the  process  of  organ- 
ization— the  concentration  and  arming  of  the  cavahy,  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Inspector  General  system — began  to  knit  together 
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the  elements  of  that  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  and  to  make  it  more 
and  more  an  army. 

M}r  orders  from  Washington  informed  mo  that  Kentucky  be- 
longed to  tho  Department  of  the  Ohio,  where  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  was  but  a  temporary  guest.  But  that  we  might  take  pos- 
session of  any  and  all  territory  we  could  get  from  the  rebels  south 
of  Cumberland  river  and  call  it  the  ''Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land." And  when  in  the  dark  days  of  December,  clouds  over- 
hanging our  country  and  cause,  amid  snow  and  frost  the  Four- 
teenth Army  Corps  drove  the  ememy  from  the  bloody  field  of 
Stone  River  and  took  ground  enough  for  the  Department  so  gener- 
ously bestowed  upon  its  commander,  a  grateful  Executive  of  a 
grateful  people  rewarded  its  heroism  by  creating  its  grand  Divis- 
ion Commanders  Corps  Commanders,  and  making  our  Center 
under  Thomas,  the  Fourteenth;  our  Eight  under  McCook,  the 
Twentieth,  and  our  left,  the  Twenty-first,  under  Crittenden. 
Then  I  christened  the  whole,  tho  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

I  now  come  to  what  I  consider 

The  Greatest  Heroic  Effort  of  the  Army. 

Two  elements  of  greatness  enter  into  human  action — 'the 
moral  and  the  physical;  and  those,  are  greatest  in  which  these 
components  enter  in  their  largest  measure. 

It  was  a  great  moral  action  of  the  Army,  unmoved  by  popu- 
lar clamor,  unmoved  by  official  impatience,  unmoved  by  the 
natural  promptings  of  soldierly  ambition,  to  stand  and  hold 
Bragg's  command  in  Middle  Tennessee,  until  it  was  too  late  for 
him  to  help  Joe  Johnston  interfere  with  tho  capture  of  Vicksburg. 

It  was  a  great  physical  action  when  that  Army,  in  ten  days, 
drove  Bragg  from  two  strongly  fortified  camps,  over  the  Cumber- 
land Mountains  and  across  the  Tennessee,  losing  less  than  six  hun- 
dred men,  and  only  failing  to  destroy  tho  rebel  Army  in  conse- 
quence of  unprecedented  and  continuous  rains,  which  rendered 
the  roads  impassible  for  artillery  and  subsistence  trains. 
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Neither  of  these  nor  any  of  its  subsequent  actions  compares 
in  moral  grandeur  nor  material  greatness  with  the 

Campaign  of  Chattanooga. 

Driven  across  the  Tennessee,  whither  we  could  not.  pursue 
until  means  could  be  provided  for  the  transportation  of  our  am- 
munition and  supplies,  Bragq's  command  held  Chattanooga,  the 
key  of  East  Tennessee  and  of  the  South.  Covered  by  the  great 
mountain  ranges  and  intervening  river,  and  able  to  get  reinforce- 
ments by  rail  from  "Virginia  and  the  South,  he  coolly  and  confi- 
dently watched  us,  knowing  that  we  could  not  reach  him  in  less 
than  a  ten  or  fifteen  days'  march  over  a  barren,  uninhabited  coun- 
try, in  which  we  should  be  obliged  to  cross  three  ranges  of  moun- 
tains and  a  great  river,  from  four  hundred  to  nine  hundred  yards 
wide. 

No  sooner  had  the  rebels  been  driven  from  Middle  Tennes- 
see than  wo  begun  our  gigantic  work  of  wresting  Chattanooga 
from  the  onemy. 

The  first  thing  was  to  repair  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga 
Railroad,  without  which  we  could  not  live  even  in  the  valley  of 
the  Tennessee  river. 

But  it  was  equally  necessary  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  our 
points  of  crossing,  until  it  would  be  too  late  for  him  to  meet  and 
oppose  us. 

Next,  it  was  necessary  to  wait  until  corn  was  ripe  enough  for 
horse  feed,  because  once  across  the  river  and  wholly  dependent  on 
our  wagons,  wo  could  never  possibly  carry  more  than  our  ammu- 
nition and  rations. 

It  was  obvious  even  to  our  intelligent  "Western  press,  that 
when  we  did  attempt  our  work  the  enemy  would  have  the  interest 
and  the  means  of  concentrating  every  available  man  to  fall  upon 
and  destroy  us. 

Nor  did  your  commander  neglect  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  these  and  other  conditions  and  dangers  in  the  road 
of  success.     That  his  advice  was  appreciated  by  the  President,  his 
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autograph  letter  to  mo  testifies.  That  it  was  otherwise  with  the 
War  Department  well  appears  from  the  telegraphic  order  I  re- 
ceived on  the  4th  of  August  to  move  you  over  the  mountains. 
Your  corps  commanders  saw  this  order  and  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral's reply  :  "That  the  Government  could  not  be  more  sincerely 
anxious  for  a  successful  advance  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
than  himself.  That  no  effort  had  been  omitted  to  make  ready  for 
it,  but  that  it  would  be  yet  ten  days  before  preparations  were  com- 
pleted for  the  movement.  That  should  a  movement  by  the  14th 
be  deemed  a  compliance  with  the  Department's  order  it  would  be 
obeyed,  but  if  not,  the  Government  was  respectfully  requested  to 
name  some  other  commander  for  the  Army." 

Our  noble  comrade,  faithful  Thomas,  first  spoke  and  said  : 
"  General,  you  are  perfect^  right,  and  we  will  stand  by  you." 

But,  comrades,  our  movement  began  on  the  14th  of  August,  and 
on  the  21st  of  September,  thirty-three  days  from  that  time,  we  had 
crossed  the  Cumberland  Mountains — crossed  the  Tennessee  on  pon- 
toon bridges,  the  shortest  of  which  was  four  hundred  and  eighteen 
and  the  longest  nine  hundred  yards  in  length,  built  by  our  impro- 
vised pioneers.  We  had  scaled  the  Sand  Mountains — we  had 
passed  over  the  Lookout  Range  in  the  presence  of  an  imposing 
army,  heavily  reinforced  and  waiting  to  destroy  us.  We  had  met 
the  enemy  on  ground  new  to  us  but  well  known  to  him,  and  fight- 
ing more  than  once  and  a  half  our  numbers,  had  foiled  him  in  his 
efforts  to  destroy  us  or  wrest  from  us  the  coveted  "  Key  of  the 
South,"  and  we  held  it  with  a  grasp  that  death  only  could  have 
unlocked. 

The  moral  greatness  of  this  campaign  consists  in  the  facts  that 
the  immense  difficulties  and  dangers  were  comprehended  b}'  all, 
from  the  General  commanding  to  the  men  in  the  ranks,  and  its 
chief  officers  knew  that  the  Government  was  unconscious  of  them 
or  madly  determined  to  drive  you  on  regardless  of  them.  Not 
only  so,  but  we  saw  that  Buhnside  with  42,000  effective  troops  was 
sent  into  East  Tennessee,  where  he  could  not  help  us,  and  that  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  not  ordered  to  threaten  Johnston  in 
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Mississippi,  nor  General  Banks  to  threaten  Mobile,  nor  General 
Meade  to  threaten  Lee  to  prevent  them  from  reinforcing  those 
who  lay  quietly  behind  the  (to  us)  unknown  mountain  ranges, 
where  they  were  gathering  their  strength  to  destroy  us.  And 
conscious  of  these  obstacles  and  perils,  conscious  that  we  were 
impelled  by  cold,  inconsiderate,  and  unfriendly  orders,  conscious  of 
the  peril  to  our  country  and  cause,  knowing  full  well  that  the  na- 
tion held  its1  breath  in  fear  lest  we  should  be  overwhelmed,  and 
that  we  should  have  no  co-operation  from  comrades  of  other  armies, 
the  men  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  moved  to  their  work  as 
brave  men  go  to  die  for  their  country,  not  even  willing  to  pin  their 
names  upon  their  garments  that  each  hero  in  death  might  be 
found  with  a  mark  of  conscious  self-immolation  upon  him. 

In  this  invincible  spirit  of  conscious  self-sacrifice  consists  the 
moral  grandeur  of  that  movement  on  Chattanooga,  which  has  no 
parallel  in  the  history  of  our  country,  and  few,  if  any,  in  the  annals 
of  history. 

Add  to  this  the  greatness  of  the  obstacles  overcome,  of  the 
battle  fought,  of  the  prize  won  and  held,  and  the  greatness  of  the 
fruits  of  its  work,  which  I  have  no  time  to  develop,  and  you  will 
doubtless  agree  that  the  campaign  of  Chattanooga  is  the  greatest 
and  most  heroic  effort  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  join  in 
saying,  "  Army  of  the  Cumberland !  When  the  spawn  of  shallow 
ambition's  brisk  collators  of  current  newspaper  reports,  pompous 
charlatans,  pretenders  to  accuracy  or  philosophic  grasp,  shall  have 
laid  their  pretended  historical  offerings  on  the  altar  of  party  or 
person  at  which  they  worship,  and  with  their  offerings  shall  bo 
forgotten,  and  the  great  Muse  of  History  shall  lay  the  story  of  our 
late  war  for  national  existence  on  the  Altar  of  Truth,  how  bright 
and  glorious  will  be  the  page  consecrated  to  thee  !" 
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Twelfth   Toast: 

"FROM    CHATTANOOGA     TO     ATLANTA — ONE    HUNDRED     DAYS     UNDER 

FIRE." 

Response  by  General  W.  T.  Sherman. 
Comrades : 

'•From  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta — one  hundred  days  under 
fire."  It  was  my  great  good  fortune  to  succeed  to  the  command 
of  the  Grand  Army  that  was  grouped  about  Chattanooga,  in  the 
spring  of  18Gi,  when  all  its  members  had  become  molded  into 
good  and  veteran  soldiers. 

All  parts  of  it  were  well  armed,  accoutered,  and  equipped.  It 
had  good  corps,  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  and  company 
commanders,  and  tho  rank  and  file  were  not  only  hardy  and 
brave,  but  were  well  schooled  in  the  art  of  war.  Therefore,  all 
that  remained  for  me  to  do  was  what  a  General  should,  to  point 
out  the   way,   and   give  direction   to   the  head  of  columns.     The  * 

war  also,  after  three  years  of  desultory  fighting  all  over  the  Con- 
tinent, had  narrowed  down  so  that  its  result  depended  upon  tho 
two  Grand  Armies  in  Virginia  and  Georgia,  and  it  is  of  this  last 
one  that  I  am  called  on  to  speak.  This  Grand  Army  of  about 
a  hundred  thousand  men,  was  composed  of  three  essential  parts, 
all  commanded  by  men  of  marked  ability,  and  all  backed  by  loyal, 
true,  brave,  and  intelligent  men — Thomas  in  the  center,  McPiier- 
son  on  the  right,  and  Sciiofield  on  the  left. 

How  well  I  remember  that  beautiful  morning  in  May,  when 
over  the  wires  came  the  order  to  move,  and  tho  columns  poured 
out  by  every  road  and  pathway,  all  pointing  straight  atour  enemy 
entrenched  at  Dalton.  As  we  approached  the  pallisado  front  of 
Rocky  Face  Ridge,  a  thin  line  of  skirmishers  was  seen  rapidly  to 
ascend  tho  Tunnel  Hill,  a  few  white  puffs  of  smoke,  soon  followed 
by  the  boom  of  a  gun,  told  us  all  that  the  enemy  was  there,  and 
the  battle  was  begun.  From  that  hour  till  the  last  gun  was  fired 
below  Jonesboro',  for  one  hundred  and  nineteen  days,  it  was  one 
unceasing  battle.     Not  only  did  the  sharp  crack  of  the  rifio  make 
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our  accustomed  reveille,  but  the  boom  of  the  distant  cannon  lulled 
us  to  sleep.  So  long  as  the  brisk  skirmish  fire  of  the  front  assured 
us  that  our  pickets  were  wide  awake,  we  could  sleep  in  perfect 
security,  but  if  from  any  cause  it  should  die  away  and  cease,  we 
would  awake  lest  something  was  going  wrong. 

If  it  were  appropriate,  I  would  like  to  follow  with  you  in  de- 
tail the  movements  of  the  several  armies  and  columns,  but  there 
is  no  time  for  this  now,  and  I  shall  merely  allude  to  a  few  points  of 
interest,  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  time  usually  allotted  to  a  toast. 
And  here  let  me  thank  you  for  the  marked  silence  and  attention 
you  have  given  me. 

The  very  first  step  in  the  campaign  was  designed  to  bring 
the  army  of  General  Johnston  to  battle fn.t  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  on  ground  as  favorable  as  possible  to  us,  and  to  over- 
whelm it  at  one  blow.  Of  course  I  had  no  design  to  attack  him 
in  the  very  strong  position  he  held  at  Dalton,  and  while  you  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  wereclambering  the  precipices  of  Rocky 
Face,  and  acting  as  though  we  intended  to  force  a  passage  through 
the  Buzzard  Roost  Gap,  I  knew  what  you  did  not — that  another 
brave  and  well-appointed  army  under  McPherson  was  breaking 
its  way  through  Snake  Creek  Gap  leading  to  Eesaca  ;  and  when 
the  sound  of  his  guns  told  me  that  he  had  passed  that  defile,  1 
assure  you  that  it  sounded  sweeter  to  my  ears  than  the  music  with 
which  we  have  been  regaled  this  evening.  I  thought  that  Joe 
Johnston  was  our  victim  then,  but  he  was  too  smart;  ho  saw  his. 
danger,  and  without  hesitation  let  go  the  works  he  had  so  care- 
fully prepared  for  us  at  Dalton,  and  regained  his  railroad  commu- 
nication at  Resaca,  not  an  hour  too  soon  for  the  safety  of  his 
army,  and  then  he  retreated  along  the  line  of  the  railroad  as  far 
as  Cassville,  where  I  know  from  his  own  lips  since  the  war,  that 
ho  intended  to  give  us  battle — a  copy  of  his  field  order  of  the  day 
announcing  the  order  of  battle,  also  fell  into  our  hands  at  the 
time.  The  ground  chosen  by  him  was  the  lino  of  hills  behind  the 
town  of  Cassville.  Hood  was  on  his  right,  Polk  tho  center,  and 
Hardee  on  the  left.     With  us,  Thomas  as  usual  had  the  center  fol- 
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lowing  substantially  the  railroad  by  way  of  Kingston,  Hooker's 
Corps  took  a  shorter  road  across  the  angle  from  Eesaca,  Scuo- 
field  was  approaching  Cassfield  by  the  old  road  from  the  north, 
and  McPiierson  was  more  to  the  right,  ready  to  come  up  rapidly 
in  case  of  necessity.  I  was  with  Thomas  that  day,  and  we  saw 
General  Hardee's  Corps  deployed  in  the  open  ground,  near 
Cassville,  falling  back  slowly  and  deliberately  before  us,  and 
we  pressed  him  forward  well  into  the  night,  so  as  to  secure  the 
point  of  road  where  the  seminary  stood,  at  which  Hooker  and 
Sciiofield  would  naturally  connect  with  Thomas'  Army.  That 
night  the  rebel  Generals  Johnston,  Hood,  and  Polk,  took  supper 
together,  and  the  conversation  turning  on  the  battle  expected  on 
the  morrow.  Hood  remarked,  that  our — the  Union  guns— at  night- 
fall had  enfiladed  his  lines  and  he  feared  they  were  untenable. 
This  General  Polk  confirmed,  but  General  Johnston  did  not 
think  it  possible.  Nevertheless,  with  this  opinion  expressed  in 
advance  by  one  of  his  principal  Generals  he  was  unwilling  to  risk 
a  battle,  and  accordingly  ordered  the  retreat  behind  the  Etowah. 
So  that  we  were  sadly  disappointed  to  find  the  lines  empty  next 
morning  and  the  enemy  behind  the  Allatoona  Pass. 

Twenty  years  ago,  when  a  lieutenant  of  artillery,  I  rode 
through  Allatoona  Pass  on  horseback  and  remarked  its  strong 
features.  We  were  compelled  to  go  on,  so  I  avoided  that  defile 
altogether,  and  took  the  road  to  the  south  around  by  Dallas,  and 
we  again  encountered  the  enemy  in  the  dense  undergrowth  near 
New  Hope  Church — that  hell-hole,  so  well  named,  whose  trees,  I 
warrant,  still  bear  the  marks  of  the  terrible  struggle.  The  hard- 
est fighting  of  the  campaign  was  during  the  few  days  we  con- 
fronted Johnston  at  that  place.  There  was  no  clear  ground,  it 
was  all  a  dense  thicket;  and  none  of  us  will  soon  forget  the  boom 
of  cannon  and  crack  of  the  rifles  during  those  bloody  days.  We 
pressed  to  our  left  and  reached  the  railroad.  Tho  heavy  rains 
then  set  in  ;  the  roads  became  almost  impassable,  and  tho  wagon- 
train  useless.  The  soldiers  became  so  bespattered  with  mud  that 
we  could  scarcely  distinguish  friend  from   foe,  and   in   that  order 
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we  came  to  Kenesaw.  There  the  country  became  more  open,  the 
enemy  occupying  a  series  of  hills,  and  the  , game  of  war  became 
more  interesting.  Day  after  day  of  incessant  clatter,  and  at  last 
an  unsuccessful  assault  followed  immediately  a  flank  movement  to 
his  rear.  I  recall  how  anxiously  I  watched  the  effect,  and  that 
long  before  day  I  sat  at  the  big  telescope  which  Colonel  Poe  had 
on  a  tripod  to  the  rear  of  my  bivouac,  and  stared  at  the  top  of 
Kenesaw.  As  the  day  slowly  dawned  I  could  see  a  single  skir- 
misher high  up  the  hill,  picking  his  way  carefully,  occasionally 
pausing  for  breath,  and  at  last  he  stood  upon  the  very  crest,  and 
though  he  was  four  miles  away,  I  could  seemingly  hear  him  call  to 
his  comrades,  "  Come  along."  I  of  course  knew  that  Kenesaw  was 
the  key  of  his  position,  and  that  its  abandonment  meant  retreat 
across  the  Chattahoochee,  and  in  the  hope  of  cacthing  him  in  the 
confusion  of  crossing  that  river,  I  made  the  order  for  a  general  pur- 
suit, but  again  we  were  foiled  by  our  wily  antagonist  and  the  nature 
of  the  country,  and  had  to  content  ourselves  with  but  partial  suc- 
cess. I  need  not  here  recount  how  we  crossed  tho  Chattahoochee, 
further  than  that  both  McPhekson  and  Sciiofield  wero  on  tho  left 
of  Thomas,  and  swooped  round  by  Stone  Mountain  and  Decatur, 
and  as  the  three  armies  converged  on  Atlanta,  one  hot  July  day, 
when  I  was  under  the  shade  of  a  persimmon  tree,  one  of  our  spies 
Avas  brought  to  me  who  had  been  inside  of  Atlanta  as  a  cattle-trader 
or  drover,  and  who  brought  me  a  newspaper  of  the  day  before, 
containing  the  order  relieving  Johnston,  and  placing  Hood  in 
command  of  the  rebel  army.  It  became  a  matter  of  vital  im- 
portance that  I  should  know  what  manner  of  man  was  Hood,  and 
I  consulted  with  Sciiofield  and  McPiierson,  both  of  whom  knew 
him  at  West  Point,  and  the  conclusion  we  came  to  was  that  the 
change  meant  fighting.  We  were  accordingly  prepared  when  he 
made  his  first  sall}^  on  Hooker  at  Peach  Tree  Creek.  His  attack 
on  our  extreme  left,  on  the  22d  of  July,  when  McPiierson  was 
killed,  was  for  a  few  hours  quito  serious,  but  we  again  repulsed 
him  and  drove  him  into  Atlanta.  The  third  and  last  time  he 
ventured  to  attack  was  at  Ezra  Church,  when  he  found  himself  in 
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a  re-entrant  formed  by  the  Seventh  and  Fifteenth  Corps,  and  re- 
eeived  a  bloody  repulse  that  compelled  Hood  to  follow  the  tactics 
of  his  predecessor.  We  were  battling  for  ti  whole  month  before 
Atlanta,  extending  gradual  1}T  to  the  right,  but  meeting  those  ever- 
lasting parapets,  with  abattis  and  head-logs,  till  at  last  1  becamo 
convinced  that  wo  must  stop  the  stretching-out  process,  and  movo 
in  force  upon  the  Macon  road.  I  deferred  its  execution  a  whole 
week  out  of  deference  to  the  opinion  of  General  Thomas,  who 
was  always  cautious  and  did  not  like  anything  rash;  but  at  last 
leaving  Williams'  Corps  at  the  river,  we  raised  the  siege  to  the  in- 
finite delight  of  our  rebel  friends,  and  started  for  Joncsboro', 
where  we  found  Hardee's  Corps  intrenched.  Here  Howard  held 
his  attention  while  SchofieLd  and  the  Cumberland  Army  moved 
upon  the  railroad,  toro  it  up  in  a  dozen  places,  and  all  bore  down 
on  Jonesboro'.  There  we  witnessed  Jeff  C.  Davis'  handsome 
attack  in  line  of  battle,  and  saw  him  capture  a  full  rebel  brigade. 
The  whole  of  Hardee's  army  would  surely  have  been  captured  had 
it  not  been  for  the  blind  wood  and  the  extreme  precision  of  move- 
ment and  consequent  slowness  of  a  part. of  our  army.  Hardee  re- 
treated south  to  Lovejoy's  that  night,  whither  we  followed  him, 
but  the  following  night  the  exploding  magazines  of  Atlanta  told 
us  that  the  city  was  evacuated,  and  that  the  great  object  of  our 
campaign  was  accomplished. 

Thus,  for  over  u  a  hundred  days"  had  wo  been  under  fire, 
with  hardly  a  minute's  intermission  day  or  night,  fighting  a  brave 
and  desperate  enemy  in  his  own  country,  over  mountains,  through 
defiles,  across  broad  rivers,  and  in  forests  that  would  have  ex- 
hausted the  energies  of  almost  any  army  of  which  history  treats. 

I  have  a  right  to  speak  with  enthusiasm  of  the  officers  and 
men  who  composed  that  army,  and  I  always  thought  that  each  army 
seemed  to  catch  somewhat  the  character  of  its  immediate  com- 
mander, yet  when  conjoined  they  made  a  perfect  whole.  I  thought 
that  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  and  of  the  Tennessee  could  move  quicker 
and  faster  than  the  heavier  and  slower  columns  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  and  it  may  be  that  at  times  I  was  impatient  at 
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them,  but  for  this  reason  the  Army  of  the  Cumber  and  was  habitu- 
ally moving  on  the  central  line  of  operation,  while  the  other  two 
were  shifted  to  the  right  or  left,  sometimes  marching  all  night 
and  fighting  all  day.  Yet  amid  all  the  dangers,  and  toils,  and 
hardships,  I  know  that  we  were  all  sustained  b}'  a  consciousness 
of  the  object  for  which  wo  fought — a  whole  world  was  interested 
that  we  should  succeed  in  rescuing  our  country  from  the  attempt 
to  split  it  into  two,  if  not  into  many  insignificant  fractions.  With 
such  a  cause  and  such  an  army  we  were  bound  to  win,  and  while 
it  cost  :;s  many  a  loving  friend,  many  a  noble  fellow,  and  a  year 
of  toil  and  danger,  wo  are  rewarded  by  the  present  occasion  of 
meeting  together  in  health  and  security,  in  absolute  plenty  and 
peace,  here  in  this  beautiful  city  of  Cleveland. 

Thirteenth  Toast: 

"  THE  CROWNING:  VICTORIES — FRANKLIN  AND  NASHVILLE." 

Response  by  Colonel  Marcus  P.  Bestow. 

Mr.  President  and  Comrades  : 

Those  of  you  present  who  have  been  summoned  suddenly,  in 
the  very  midst  of  a  battle,  by  the  disabling  of  your  immediate 
superior  officer,  to  assume  his  place  and  command,  will,  I  am  sure, 
appreciate  my  position  here  to-night,  in  being  called  upon  so  un- 
expectedly, a  few  hours  since,  to  respond  to  the  toast  that  has  just 
been  read,  which  was  to  have  been  responded  to  by  General 
Cox,  whose  genial  faco  wo  miss  here  this  morning.  The  time  is 
not  sufficient  for  me  to  detail  at  length  those  two  great  battles  of 
Franklin  and  Nashville,  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the 
rebel  army  under  General  Hood,  and  were  indeed  the  crowning 
victories  of  the  war. 

I  need  not  now  narrato  to  you,  comrades,  the  rapid  forced 
march  from  Pulaski  to  Columbia,  the  feats  of  endurance  and  valor, 
infinite  in  their  number  and  herculean  in  their  character,  per- 
formed by  the  soldiers  of  that  command,  composed  of  the  Fourth 
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and  Twenty -third  Army  Corps,  as  we  marched  toward  Nashville, 
with  an  enemy  treble  our  own  numbers  hurling  itself  upon  us  at 
almost  every  step  of  the  way,  in  eager  hot  haste  to  crush  us  before 
we  would  form  a  juncture  with  tho  remaining  forces,  who,  under 
our  noble  and  distinguished,  now,  alas,  lamented,  chief,  awaited  us 
at  Nashville.  How  we  marched  at  dead  of  night  past  the  camp 
fires  of  the  enemy  at  Spring  Hill,  which  shone  so  bright  as  to 
almost  light  up  the  face  of  each  soldier,  as  with  noiseless  step  and 
a  stillness  that  was  impressive,  we  passed  over  that  turnpike  road 
that  led  us  to  Franklin.  No  one  of  us,  whatever  may  be  our  lease 
of  life,  will  outlive  the  memory  of  that  night  that  led  us  to  tho 
glories  and  tho  horrors  of  that  day  at  Franklin. 

You  will  bear  mo  out  in  it,  comrades,  whon  I  say  that  scarcely 
had  we  time  to  halt  at  Franklin,  ere,  looking  back  over  our 
shoulders,  we  saw  the  gleam  of  the  bayonets  that  were  coming  in 
such  hot  haste  after  us.  Need  I  describe  that  battle?  It  lives  too 
vividly  in  your  memories  ! 

Great  emergencies  develop  all  tho  greatness  there  is  in  men, 
and  in  godlike  majesty  they  rise  to  the  needs  of  the  occasion,  or  are 
swept  away  by  it,  and  their  littleness  becomes  more  dwarfed  than 
ever.  The  rapidity  with  which  that  line  was  formed,  with  its  either 
flank  resting  on  the  Harpeth  river,  the  unanimity  of  action  and  of 
purpose  with  which  each  officer  put  his  men  in  position  and 
prepared  to  hold  the  field,  show  that  each  division  and  corps 
commander  was  for  tho  hour  and  occasion  a  field  marshal,  each 
brigade  commander  a  lieutenant  general,  each  colonel  a  general  of 
division,  and  each  captain  equal  to  the  emergencies  and  wants  of 
a  brigade.  Cox,  who  should  have  been  here  to-night  to  tell  this 
story,  was  proudly  conspicuous  on  that  field.  Stanley,  cheering 
and  encouraging  each  man  to  stand  to  his  post,  was  to  be  seen  in 
the  heaviest  carnage  of  that  fearful  tight,  and  where  the  missiles  of 
death  fell  thickest  and  fastest.  Shall  I  tell  you  how  our  brave 
boys  of  the  artillery  stood  by  their  guns,  and  while  some  were 
struck  down  l>3r  the  bayonets  of  the  enem}7,  the  others  fought  on 
and  created  that  terrible  havoc  of  which  no  other  field  can  tell  an 
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equal  talc?  Of  the  crowning  achievement  of  that  day,  so  full  of 
glories,  when  Opdyke  aligned  his  brigade,  as  if  for  dress-parade, 
upon  that  bloody  field,  and  under  a  fire,  at-  which  the  stoutest 
hearts  well  might  quail,  with  ranks  unbroken  and  without  a 
waver,  marched  that  noble  brigade  into  that  gap  which  the 
destructive  fire  was  making  each  moment  wider  and  wider,  "  into 
the  jaws  of  death,  into  the  mouth  of  hell,"  and  in  calm,  clear  tones, 
ringing  out  above  tho  din  and  roar  around  him,  gave  the  com- 
mand;  "Steady,  boys,  fire  low  by  volley — fire!"  and  sent  reeling 
backward  the.on-pressing  foe  and  saved  that  army,  saved  Nash- 
ville, and  added  another  to  the  list  of  glorious  victories  of  tho 
armies  of  the  West. 

Seventeen  hundred  of  the  enemy  slept  their  last  long  sleep 
that  night  upon  that  blood}r  field,  and  thirteen  general  officers, 
killed,  wounded,  and  captured,  were  among  its  casualties.  No, 
these  things  you  all  know  too  well.  Histoiy  will  record  them  in 
ample  measure,  and  generations  yet  to  come  will  honor  the 
memory  of  that  handful  of  men  who,  upon  that  bloody  field,  with 
hearts  undaunted,  still  fought  on  while  there  was  a  gleam  of  day- 
light, and  who  met  death  so  nobly,  falling  with  their  faces  to  the 
foe. 

Fifteen  days  after  the  heroic  deeds  of  Franklin,  and  while  tho 
rebel  commander  was  congratulating  himself  upon  having  Gen- 
eral Thomas  and  his  army  shut  in  Nashville,  on  a  bright  Decem- 
ber morning  wo  marched  out  of  our  intrenchments,  leaving  behind 
our  rifle  pits  and  breastworks,  and  sought  the  enemy  so  securely 
intrenched  bohind  his  own.  General  Sherman  was  on  his  his- 
toric march  to  the  sea.  taking  with  him  a  part  of  the  old  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  and  General  Thomas  had  hastilj7  gathered  what 
available  forces  ho  could  from  the  various  contiguous  posts,  and, 
adding  them  to  what  was  left  after  the  bloody  day  at  Franklin,  he 
had  formed  a  new  Army  on  the  Cumberland,  and  it  was  with  that 
army  ho  sought  the  enemy  who  had  previously  so  persistently 
sought  him.  I  have  always  thought  that  the  troops  so  hastily 
organized  at  Nashville,  made  up  of  the  fragments  of  tho  Armies 
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of  the  Tennessee,  Cumberland,  and  Ohio,  should  have  had  the 
distinctive  title  of  the  "  Army  on  the  Cumberland."  The  remnant 
of  the  Twenty -third  Corps,  after  its  baptism  of  fire  at  Franklin, 
commanded  by  General  Schofield;  the  Sixteenth  Corps,  with  its 
brave  commander,  A.  J.  Smith,  who  had  come  on  swift  wings 
from  Missouri  to  join  us;  the  old  Fourth  Corps,  intact,  indomitable, 
though  half  its  number  were  sleeping  where  they  fell  on  the  battle- 
field, with  General  T.  J.  Wood  as  its  commander,  who  carried 
instead  of  his  sword  the  crutches  upon  which  he  had  leaned  since 
the  closing  day  of  the  fight  at  Atlanta;  an  independent  division 
under  command  of  General  J.  B.  Steadman,  and  the  small  force 
of  calvary  under  General  Wilson,  formed  that  army  which  now 
went  forth  to  throw  down  the  gauntlet  to  the  foe. 

But  here  I  pause,  why  need  I  go  further?  Is  not  each  event 
of  that  two  days'  battle  and  the  subsequent  pursuit  to  the  Ten- 
nessee river  a  part  of  the  history  of  our  country?  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  the  victory  was  so  complete  and  the  fruits  of  it  so  well 
followed  up  and  secured,  that  it  amounted  to  the  annihilation  of 
that  rebel  army,  and  is  the  only  instance  in  the  history  of  that 
four  3rears'  struggle  of  tho  annihilation  of  an  army  upon  the  field. 

The  battles  of  Franklin  and  Nashville  may  well  be  termed 
the  crowning  victories.  It  was  these  victories  that  left  the  way 
open  for  General  Sherman  to  pursue  his  march  unmolested  to 
the  sea,  and  carry  out  his  instructions  to  report  his  army  to  his 
commander-in-chief  at  his  headquarters  on  the  James  river, 
resulting  in  the  surrender  of  the  rebel  army  and  the  overthrow  of 
the  rebellion. 
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Fourteenth  Toast: 

"  LOYAL  WOMEN — WE  REMEMBER  THEIR  SYMPATHIES  AND  SACRIFICES 
FOR  US  WHILE  IN  THE  FIELD,  AND  PROUDLY  RECOGNIZE  THEM  AS 
WORTHY  MOTHERS,  WIVES,  SISTERS,  AND  SWEETHEARTS  OF  BRAVE 
MEN." 

Response  by  General  H.  A.  Bajinum. 

Comrades: 

No  nobler  theme  could  be  given  to  eloquent  tongue  or  facile 
pen  than  the  sentiment  just  read,  and  though  I  bring  you  not 
eloquence  in  my  response,  I  do  offer  a  sincerity  of  appreciation 
which  has  no  limit  save  the  capacity  with  which  God  has 
endowed  me.  Woman!  How  beautiful  she  is.  The  artist  spreads 
upon  canvas  his  glowing  colors,  the  architect  erects  his  graceful 
structures,  the  leaping  brooklet,  the  waving  grain,  and  the  bend- 
ing forest  give  us  the  very  poetry  and  the  musician  entrances  us 
with  his  wondrous  notes  of  motion,  but  what  is  the  artist's  dead 
paint  compared  with  the  lilly  whiteness  of  her  skin,  the  varying 
damask  of  her  cheek,  and  the  liquid  color  in  her  eyes?  What 
architect's  work  can  rival  the  S}7mmetry  of  her  form,  the  rounded 
fullness  of  her  limbs,  the  arched  grace  of  her  neck,  and  the  proud 
poise  of  her  head?  What  motion  can  equal  the  undulations  of 
her  heaving  bosom,  the  saucy,  toss  of  her  cornel}7"  head,  or  the 
dainty  tripping  of  her  little  foot?  And  what  music  is  so  sweet  as 
the  gentle  tenderness  of  her  voice  and  the  thrilling  peal  of  her  in- 
toxicating laughter?  Only  the  flowers  in  their  wondrous  beauty 
can  rival  woman's  charms ;  and  alter  God  had  made  the  flowers 
He  deemed  man's  gifts  incomplete,  and  He  gave  him  woman, 
with  all  the  beauties  of  the  flowers,  and  added  to  these  anima- 
tion, intelligence,  emotion,  love! 

And  we  find  this  beauteous,  gentle,  and  loving  creature 
not  only  fulfilling  all  allotted  duties  of  mother,  wife,  and  sweet- 
heart, and  making  man's  home  so  sweet  a  plac.3  that  he  scarce 
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would  exchange  it  for  heaven  assured,  but  when  our  hearts  indig- 
nantly swelled  with  outraged  patriotism  she  rose  with  the  occa- 
sion, and  buckling  on  to  father,  husband,  son,  and  lover,  the  outfit 
of  war,  bade  him  hasten  to  meet  the  insolent  foe,  though  every 
step  he  took  did  rend  her  heart  strings,  and  without  his  return 
life  would  be  a  dreary,  desolate  waste.  The  history  of  our  war 
should  be  written  on  double  pages,  and  while  one  recounts  in 
glowing  colors  the  glorious  and  grand  deeds  of  our  veterans  and 
statesmen,  the  other  should  portray  in  no  less  brilliant  hues  the 
achievement  of  our  loyal  women;  how  she  freely  gave  her  heart's 
choicest  treasure  to  her  country  and  to  the  right;  how  she  toiled 
that  the  wounded  and  sick  might  be  comforted ;  how  she  sought 
her  closet  and  prayed  that  G-od  would  give  to  us  the  victory  and 
protect  the  brave  men  who  battled  for  it. 

O  loyal  women!  Little  do  you  know  how  many  brave  deeds 
were  done,  how  many  grand  victories  won  by  the  inspiration 
given  us  by  clearty  seen  visions  of  your  sweet  faces  and  your 
anxious  hearts.  Truly  do  we  remember  3'our  sympathies  and 
sacrifices  for  us  while  we  were  in  the  field,  and  most  proudly  do 
we  recognize  in  you  worthy  mothers,  wives,  and  sweethearts. 
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FEOM  THE  PKESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Executive  Mansion, 
,  Washington,  D.  C,  November  17,  1870. 

John  Coon,  Esq., 

Chairman  Society  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

DEAR  SIR: 

It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  bo  with 
you  on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  on  the  24th  and  25th  inst.,  if  it  were  possible.  The 
time,  however,  is  so  near  the  beginning  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, for  which  I  have  to  prepare,  that  it  will  be  impossible. 

I  very  much  appreciate  these  army  society  reunions,  and 
hope  that  they  may  long  be  kept  up.  The  dead  who  lost  their 
lives  in  their  country's  cause,  and  those  who  have  died  since  ex- 
posing their  lives  in  the  same  cause,  should  be  ever  held  in  grate- 
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ful  remembrance.  No  more  conspicuous  or  beloved  soldier  has 
gone  to  his  final  rest  than  your  late  commander.  His  memory 
will  be  kept  green  in  history  and  in  qver^  meeting  of  your  Soci- 
ety in  the  future. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT. 


FROM  GENERAL  "W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  7,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Chairman,  etc.,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
DEAR  MAJOR: 

Your  note  inviting  me  to  attend  the  Society 
meeting  on  the  24th  and  25th  inst.,  is  received,  and  I  will 
endeavor  to  attend.  Please,  if  possible,  send  me  a  programme  of 
the  time  and  order  of  exercises,  that  I  may  arrange  accordingly. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

General. 


FROM  ADMIRAL  DAVID  D.  PORTER,  TJ.  S.  NAYY. 


Washington,  D.  (7.,  November  7,  1870. 
SIR: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  the  1st  inst.,  inviting  me  to  bo  present 
at  the  approaching  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland. 
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If  the  state  of  ray  health  will  permit,  I  shall  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  being  present  and  thanking  you  in  person  for  the  compli- 
ment tenderedjjme. 

I  feel  a  deep  interest  in  these  reunions  of  the  brave  soldiers 
who  periled  their  lives  for  the  safety  of  the  republic — a  service 
for  which  millions  will  be  grateful  when  the  actors  in  the  eventful 
drama  of  the  late  war  shall  have  passed  away. 

It  is  well  that  those  who  have  shared  together  the  dangers  of 
the  field  should  meet  from  time  to  time,  to  renew  old  associations 
and  recall  to  the  memory  of  the  people  the  stirring  events  in 
which  was  endangered  the  best  of  governments — events  of  which 
many  seem  to  have  lost  sight)  since  they  often  fail  to  do  justice  to 
the  actors  who  participated  therein. 

"While  I  would  not  encourage  anything  that  might  appear  like 
exultation  over  a  fallen  foe,  yet  I  always  feel  gratified  when  I  hear 
of  a  Eeunion  of  the  Armies  of  the  Cumberland,  Tennessee,  and  Poto- 
mac. Such  meetings  should  convince  those  whose  wild  fanaticism 
attempted  to  involve  us  all  in  ruin,  that  the  spirit  of  1861  still 
animates  our  people,  that  there  can  be  but  one  government  in  this 
county,  and  that  there  are  still  strong  hands  and  willing  hearts 
to  enforce  these  opinions. 

Although  all  of  the  present  generation  may  not  fully  appreci- 
ate what  has  been  done  by  our  great  soldiers,  and  detraction  nas 
in  some  instances  attempted  to  take  from  them  their  well-earned 
honor,  history  will  yet  do  them  justice,  and  the  memory  of  their 
deeds  will  be  as  enduring  as  the  adamant. 

Hoping  you  will  have  a  full  and  happy  meeting  of  comrades 
long  severed,  but  never  disunited  in  feeling, 
I  remain, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

DAVID  D.  POETEE, 

Admiral. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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FEOM  MAJOE  GENERAL  GEOEGE  G.  MEADE. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic, 

Philadelphia,  Perm.,  November  15,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitations,  etc. 
DEAR  SIR: 

Absence  from  this  city  must  be  my  apology 
for  my  delay  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
3d  inst.,  inviting  me  to  the  Fourth  Annual  Eeunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  take  place  at  Cleveland 
on  the  21th  and  25th  inst. 

I  regret  extremely  that  an  engagement  of  some  standing,  to 
review,  on  the  2±th  inst.,  the  Philadelphia  Division  of  the  State 
National  Guards  of  Pennsylvania,  will  prevent  my  presence  in 
Cleveland.  It  would-  otherwise  have  afforded  me  very  great  pleas- 
ure to  meet  my  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  par- 
ticularly on  an  occasion  when  expression  was  to  be  given  to  the 
regard,  in  which  not  only  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  but  the 
whole  country  holds  the  memory  of  their  distinguished  and  great 
commander,  Major  General  George  H.  Thomas. 

Begging  you  will  convey  to  the  Society,  in  some  suitable 
manner,  ni}1-  regret  at  my  inability  to  be  present,  and  my  sense  of 
the  kindness  and  courtesy  that  prompted  the  invitation,  and  with 
the  sincere  hope  that  the  Eeunion  may  in  all  respects  prove  agree- 
able to  all  present, 

I  remain,  with  very  great  respect, 
Yery  truly  yours, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A. 
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FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  W.,  S.  HANCOCK. 

Washington,  B.  <?.,  November  16,  1870. 
To  Major  John  Coon, 
Chairman,  etc. 

MY  DEAKSIR: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  invitation  to  attend  the  Fourth  Annual  Reunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  be  held  at  Cleveland  on 
the  24th  and  25th  of  November. 

It  would  be  a  matter  of  gratification  to  mo  to  be  able  to  join 
the  gallant  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  on  so  interesting 
an  occasion,  but  the  nature  of  my  official  duties  hero  is  such  as  to 
prevent  my  participation.  I  can  not,  I  regret,  leave  Washington 
City  for  the  necessary  length  of  time. 

I  desire,  however,  to  express  to  you  my  admiration  and  respect 
for  the  gallant  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  to  thank  you  for  their 
polite  invitation. 

I  am,  truly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'B  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major  general. 


FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Pacific, 

San  Francisco,  California,  November  14,  1870. 
GENTLEMEN: 

I   have  received   your  circular  of  October  6, 
reminding  me  of  the  annual  meeting  of  our  Society  in  Cleveland, 
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on  the  24th  and  25th  of  this  month.     It  would  afford  me  great 

pleasure  to  meet,  on  that  occasion,  my  old  comrades  of  the  Army  of 

the  Cumberland,  and  to  unite  with  them  in  doing   honor  to  the 

memory  of  our  late  beloved  President,  Major  General  G-eorge 

H.  Thomas,  our  noble   commander,  our  true  and  warm-hearted 

friend. 

Please  assure  the  comrades  of  my  deep  regret  that  it  will  not 

be  practicable  for  me  to  meet  them  at  Cleveland,  and  of  my  sincere 

wishes  for  their  most  happy  reunion. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  truly, 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOF1ELD, 

Major  General. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FEOM  MAJOR  GENERAL  IRWIN  McDOWELL. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York  City,  November  19,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 
Chairman,  etc. 

MY  DEAR  SIR:  ^ 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  find  myself  so 
placed  as  to  be  forced  to  deprive  myself  of  the  great  pleasure  I 
have  been  looking  forward  to,  of  attending  the  meeting  of  your 
Society,  and  pa}Ting  my  tribute  to  the  memory  of  my  old  and  dear 
friend,  General  G-.  II.  Thomas,  and  I  wished  especially  to  hear 
the  oration  of  General  Garfield,  which  I  am  sure  will  be  worthy 
of  the  occasion.  But  I  can  not  leave  New  York. 
With  many  thanks  for  your  kind  note, 

I  am,  yours  sincerely, 

irwin  Mcdowell. 
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FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  JOHN  POPE. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  November  16,  1870. 
MY  DEAR  SIR: 

With  very  sincere  regret,  I  find  myself  pre- 
vented, by  the  pressure  of  official  duties,  from  accepting  your  in- 
vitation to  bo  present  as  a  guest  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  on  the  21th  inst. 

I  have  several  times  before  been  disappointed  in  my  wish  and 
intention  to  meet  with  you  on  occasions  of  this  kind,  and  it 
would  seem  that  circumstances  are  against  me  on  that  wish. 

I  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  am  gratified  for  your  invitation,  i 

and  doubly  so  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  it  is  expressed.  I 
shall  always  cherish  with  peculiar  satisfaction  the  tokens  I  have 
received  of  the  kind  feeling  and  friendly  interest  of  the  Society 
in  whose  name  you  write,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  considerate  and 
kindly  manner  in  which  you  have  conveyed  their  invitation. 

I  am,  sir,  sincerely  yours, 

JNO.  POPE. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FROM  MAJOR  GENERAL  J.  HOOKER. 

Brevoort  House, 

New  York  City,  November  10,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Chairman,  etc. 

MY  DEAR  MAJOR  : 

Your  very  kind  invitation  for  me  to  join  the 
Society  of  the  Army   of  the    Cumberland,  on    its  Fourth    Annual 
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Ecunion,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  this 
month,  reached  rac  soon  after  date.  When  it  came  to  hand  I  was 
under  an  engagement  to  eat  my  Thanksgiving  dinner  on  the  24:th 
inst.  with  some  of  my  kindred  and  friends  in  New  England. 
Before  replying  to  your  note  of  invitation,  it  was  necessary  for  me 
to  obtain  their  consent  to  my  withdrawal  from  the  obligation  of 
my  engagements  with  them,  before  I  could  return  a  definite  answer 
to  }7ou.  As  I  have  now  received  it,  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  it 
will  afford  me  sincere  pleasure  to  participate  in  your  approaching 
Anniversary. 

Sincerely  your  friend, 

J.  HOOKER, 

Major  General. 


FROM  GENERAL  A    H.  TERRY. 


Washington,  November  7,  1870. 
MR  DEAR  SIR: 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  attend  the 
Reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  if  my  official  duties  would 
permit. 

But  I  am  a  member  of  the  board  convened  h^  this  city  for 
the  examination  of  officers,  and  there  is  no  prospect  whatever  that 
I  shall  be  able  to  leave  here  at  the  time  the  Reunion  is  to  take 
place. 

Thanking  you  sincerely  for  your  kind  invitation, 
I  am,  very  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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FROM  GENERAL  J.  D.  COX. 


Cincinnati,  November  8,  1870. 
MY  DEAR  SIR: 

I  beg  to  assure  you  that  nothing  could  be  more 
pleasant  to  me  than  to  be  present  at  the  Reunion  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  on  the  24th  and  25th  inst. 

I  greatly  fear,  however,  that  the  duties  incident  to  my  so  re- 
cent resumption  of  private  business  here  will  make  it  impracti- 
cable for  me  to  be  absent  from  home.  Should  I  find  it  possible  to 
attend,  I  assure  you  that  no  slight  obstacle  shall  prevent  my  being 
with  you. 

It  would  be  a  real,  though  melancholy  satisfaction,  to  join  in 
paying  farther  honors  to  the   memory  of  our  dead  hero,  General 
Thomas — and  to  listen  to  the  tributes  to  his  great  worth  which 
loving  comrades  will  there  utter. 
With  sincere  regard, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

FROM  GENERAL  JOHN  A.  LOGAN. 

Carbondale,  November  9,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon. 

MY  DEAR  SIR: 

It  would  afford  me  very  great  pleasure  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, but  my  business  is  such  that  I  can  not  possibly  attend,  wish- 
ing you  a  glorious  time,  and  regretting  that  I  can  not  be  with 
you, 

I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN. 
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FROM  GENERAL  B.  P.  BUTLER, 


Lowell,  November  12,  1870. 
MY  DEAR  MAJOR: 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  the  courteous  invitation  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland to  attend  its  Annual  Reunion,  the  24th  and  25th  of  No- 
vember in  st. 

I  am  much  grieved  at  not  being  able  to  accept  it.     Nothing 
but  the  most  imperative  duties  and  engagements  prevent. 

Accept  for  yourself  and   associates,  for  your  kindness,  my 
highest  regards. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
John  Coon,  Esq., 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FROM  HON.  SCHUYLER  COLFAX,  VICE-PRESIDENT  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 


South  Bend,  Indiana,  November  7,  1870. 
MY  DEAR  SIR: 

I  thank  your  Society  and  yourself  for  the  in- 
vitation with  which  I  have  been  honored  ;  but  at  the  time  fixed 
for  your  annual  roll  call  and  Reunion,  I  must  bo  in  Washington 
on  business,  and  its  acceptance  is  therefore  impossible. 

I  regret  it  sincerely,  for  I  should  be  glad  indeed  to  look  into 
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the  faces,  and  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  those  whose  patriotic  hero- 
ism and  inflexible  endurance  achieved   for  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland such  brilliant  historical  renown.    , 
Respectfully  yours, 

SCHUYLER  COLFAX. 
Major  John  Coon. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FROM  HON.  HAMILTON  FISH. 

I 
Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  12,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon,  \ 

Chairman. 
SIR: 

I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.,  extending  an  invitation  to  mo  to  bo 
present  at  the  Fourth  Anuual  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  to  be  held  in  Cleveland,  on  the  24th  and  25th  of 
November. 

I  regret  sincerely  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  be  present 
at  this  interesting  occasion. 

With  hopes  that  your  deliberations  may  bo  attended  with  suc- 
cess, and  with  thanks  for  the  kind  expressions  in   your  letters, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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FROM  GENERAL  GEOEGE  S.  BOUTWELL. 

Treasury  Department,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 

November  15,  1870. 
DEAR  SIR: 

I  am  under  obligations  to  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  for  an  invitation  to  attend  its  Fourth  An- 
nual Eeunion  on  the  24th  and  25th  days  of  the  present  month. 
My  engagements  are  such  that  it  will  bo  impossible  for  mo  to  ac- 
cept the  invitation. 

General  Thomas  was  a  pure  patriot  and  an  able  soldier,  and 
I  join  heartily  in  the  honors  which  your  Society  bestows  upon  his 
name  and  memory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  S.  BOUTWELL. 


FROM  HON.  W.  W.  BELKNAP. 

War  Department, 

Washington  City,  November  7,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitations,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
MY  DEAR  SIR: 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  de- 
cline acceptance  of  your  invitation  to  attend  the  Eeunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  be  held  at  Cleveland,  on 
November  24th  and  25th. 

The  death  of  General  Thomas,  the  honored   commander  of 
that  army,  since    your   last    meeting,   will  give    the  proceedings 
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sacred  interest.  I  should  be  glad,  by  being  present,  to  give  to  his 
memory  the  humblo  tribute  of  my  respect,  but  my  duties  here  are 
such  as  to  prevent  my  leaving  Washington  at  that  time. 

With   my  best   wishes  for  the   continued  prosperity  of  your 
Society, 

I  am,  respectfully  and  truly  yours,  , 

WILLIAM  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


FROM  HON.  GEORGE  M.  ROBESON. 

I 

Navy  Department, 

November  10,  1870. 

Major  John  Coon,  \ 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Invitations,  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
DEAR  SIR: 

Absence  from  Washington  has  prevented  an 
earlier  acknowledgment  of  your  polite  note  of  the  1st  inst.,  in- 
viting mo  to  be  present  at  your  Annual  Reunion  on  the  21th  and 
25th  inst. 

I  regret  that  very  pressing  and  important  public  business  will 
prevent  my  being  with   you  on  your  Anniversary.     Please  make 
my  acknowledgments  to  your  Committee,  and  believe  me, 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  M.  ROBESON. 
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FROM  HON.  C.  DELANO. 

Department  of  the  Interior 


Washington,  November  14,  1870. 
DEAR  SIR: 

The  Secretary  directs  me  to  express  his  regrets 
at  his  inability  to  accept  your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the 
Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland^  on  the  21th 
and  25th  inst.,  as  lie  will  be  absent  from  the  city  at  that  time. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  DELANO. 
John  Coon,  Esq,, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FROM.  GENERAL  M.  C.  MEIGS. 

War  Department,  Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  16,  1870. 

Major  John  Coon, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitations. 
DEAR  SIR  : 

I  regret  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be  in  Cleve- 
land at  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  with  that  army  in  one  of  its 
times  of  trial  and  in  one  of  its  greatest  triumphs.  I  formed 
then  acquaintance  with  many  officers  whom  I  shall  cherish  as 
friends,  and  it  would  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  meet  them 
at  Cleveland,  were  I  able  to  go  there  at  the  appointed  time. 
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Thanking  you  for  the  courteous  terms  in  which  you  have  con- 
veyed the  invitation  of  the  Committee, 

I  remain,  ver}'  respectfully  and  truly, 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
'Quartermaster  General  U.  S.  A. 


FROM  GENERAL  B.  W.  BRICE. 

Paymaster  General's  Office,  War  Department, 

Washington,  November  12,  1870. 
DEAR  SIR  : 

Receive  my  thanks  for  your  flattering   note 

inviting  me  to   participate  in  the  ceremonies  and  festivities  of 

the  approaching  Annual   Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 

the  Cumberland. 

It  would  be  greatly  gratifying  to  me  to  bo  able  to  respond 
affirmatively,  but  the  accident  of  a  fractured  ankle,  which  befell 
me  a  few  weeks  ago,  still  somewhat  cripples  me,  with  a  prospect 
of  impeded  locomotion  for  some  weeks  to  come.  This  circum- 
stance constrains  me  to  forego  the  pleasuro  of  joining  you. 

Please  accept  for  yourself,  your  Committee,  andxtho  Society 
you  represent,  the  assurance  of  my  profound  respect  and  the 
cordial  sympathies  with  which  I  regard  the  objects  of  your  Asso- 
ciation. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

B.  W.  BRICE, 


P.  M.  G.  U.  S.  A. 


Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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FROM  HON.  WILLIAM  "DENNISON. 

.    Columbus,  Ohio,  November  8,  1870. 
MY  DEAR  MAJOR : 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  you  and  your  col- 
leagues for  the  invitation  to  attend  the  Annual  Eeunion  in  3*0111* 
city,  on  the  24th  and  25th  inst.,  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  shall  deeply  regret  if  I  am  prevented  from  any 
cause  to  be  with  you  on  that  interesting  occasion. 

Please  make  my  acknowledgments  to  your  colleagues  for 
their  kind  remembrance  of  me,  which  accept  also  for  yourself, 
with  my  thanks,  for  the  complimentary  terms  in  which  you  have 
communicated  the  invitation  to  me.  , 

Truly  yours,  ' 

W.  DENNISON. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FEOM  HON.  JOHN  SHERMAN. 

Committee  on  Finance,  U.  S.  Senate. 

Washington,  November  9,  1870. 
MY  DEAR  SIR: 

I  received  3-our  invitation  to  attend  the  Re- 
union of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  on  tho  21th  and  25th 
inst.  I  assure  you  it  would  give-  me  great  pleasure  to  do  so, 
and  if  in  my  power  I  will,  but  it  is  probable  other  engage- 
ments will  prevent.  General  Sherman,  with  whom  I  am  stop- 
ping for  a  day  or  two,  will,  I  understand,  be  with  you.     I  trust 
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that  the  comrades  of  that  army  will  have  a  "  good  time  "  in  many 
ways;  that  they  will  renew  the  social  bonds  formed  in  the  trying 
times  of  the  war  ;  stir  up  the  old  fires  ;  pay  fitting  memories  to  those 
who  are  dead  ;  and,  above  all,  recall  the  spirit  of  their  commander, 
General  George  H.  Thomas.  I  have  always  regarded  General 
Thomas  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  of  our  age — pure, 
disinterested,  brave;  in  body  a  model,  in  mind  the  peer  of  any  one, 
and  in  manner  the  type  of  dignified  strength  and  grace.  You  can 
recall  him  to  venerate  him. 

I  notice  what  you  say  in  personal  kindness  to  me,  and  I 
heartily  reciprocate  the  feeling  with  each  member  of  your  Com- 
mittee. You  were  engaged  in  the  military  service,  and  I  in  the 
civil  service.  I  did  not  share  in  the  dangers  of  the  war,  but  I  did 
in  its  duties  and  responsibilities,  and  now  that  it  is  happily  over, 
we  share  in  the  honors  and  prosperity  of  a  great  and  powerful 
nation. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  SHERMAN. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FROM  HON.  A.  G.  THURMAN. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  November  8,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 
Chairman. 

DEAR  SIR: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  polite  invitation  to  attend  the  Fourth  Annual  Reunion  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  at  Cleveland,  on  the 
24th  and  25th  inst.  It  would  give  me  much  pleasure  to  accept  the 
invitation  and  witness  the  meoting  of  the  gallant  and  distinguished 
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soldiers  who   will  bo  present,  but    a  previous    engagement   re- 
quires me  to  be  in  New  York  at  that  time. 
With  great  respect, 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Yours,  very  truly, 

A.  G.  THURMAN. 


FROM  GENERAL  R.  B.  HAYES. 

State  of  Ohio,  Executive  Department, 

Columbus,  November  3,  1870. 
GENTLEMEN : 

It  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  attend  the 

next  Reunion   of  the   Society  of  the  Army   of  the   Cumberland  at 

Cleveland,  agreeably   to  the   invitation   in  your  note  of  the   1st 

inst. 

Accept  my  thanks  for  the  courtesy  and  believe  me, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  HAYES. 

Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FROM  GENERAL  J.  W.  GEARY. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  Penn.,  November  17,  1870. 
John  Coon  and  others, 

Committee  on  Invitations. 
GENTLEMEN  : 

I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  your  cordial  invitation  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  on  the  24th 
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and  25th  inst.  Nothing  would  afford  me  greater  pleasure  than 
to  be  present  and  respond  at  "roll  call,"  with  my  cherished  and 
distinguished  comrades,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  important  official 
engagements  will  prevent  my  attendance. 

The  warm  ties  of  friendship,  which  had  their  origin  during 
the  "  dark  days  of  the  war,"  bind  me  as  strongly,  as  over  to  all  the 
honored  members  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  if  1  can 
not  greet  you  in  person,  I  will  be  present  with  you  in  spirit,  to 
participate  in  your  Reunion. 

With  a  cordial  greeting  to  all,  and  earnest  wishes  for  a  joyous 
gathering, 

I  remain, 

Very  truly, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY. 


FROM  GENERAL  L.  FAIRCHILD. 


State  of  Wisconsin,  Executive  Department, 

Madison,  November  15,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
MAJOR  : 

I  have  counted  on  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the 
members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland ,  at  their 
gathering  in  Cleveland,  on  the  24th  inst.,  but  now  find  to  my 
very  great  regret  that  I  shall  be  compelled  to  be  absent,  because 
of  official  duties  requiring  my  attention  elsewhere. 

I  trust  your  gathering  may  bo  as  pleasant  as  the  brave  old 
army  deserves,  which  is  saying  a  good  deal.     You  will  be  almost 
too  happy  if  that  is  the  case. 
I  am,  Major, 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

LUCIUS  FAIRCHILD. 
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FROM  GENERAL  R.  J.OGLESBY. 


Decatur,  Illinois,  November  14,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitations. 
DEAR  SIR: 

Your  very  polite  note  of  invitation  to  attend 
the  next  Annual  Rounion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, to  be  held  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  November  24th  and  25th,  I 
found  awaiting  me  on  my  return  home. 

I  am  highly  complimented  and  feel  specially  honored   by  tho  j 

invitation  to  meet  in  reunion  tho  soldiers  of  tho  Army  of  the 
Cumberland — its  deeds  have  passed  into  history,  its  fame  into  im-  ) 

mortality.  General  George  H.  Thomas — The  Army  of  the 
Cumberland — how  naturally  they  blend  in  imperishable  glory; 
neither  can  die  while  the  other  lives;  tho  vine  and  leaf  are  one,  a 
wreath  the  nation  loves  to  wear. 

I  do  sincerely  regret  that  I  shall  not  bo  able  to  meet  with 
you. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  OGLESBY. 
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FROM  HORACE  GREELEY. 


New  York  Tribune, 

New  York,  November  14,  1870. 
DEAR  SIK: 

I  have  yours  of  the  12th  inst.     Infirm  health 

and  many  cares  forbid  my  acceptance  of  your  kind  invitation. 

I  can  only  hope  that  your  Reunions  may  be  many,  and  your 

ranks  remain  full  for  many  happy  years. 

Yours, 

HORACE  GREELEY. 

John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FROM  JOHN  W.  FORNEY. 

Office  of  the  Morning  Cronicle, 

Washington,  November  19,  1870. 
MY  DEAR  SIR: 

I  am  honored  by  your  kind  invitation  to  attend 
the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  this  month,  and  regret  deeply 
that  my  engagements  elsewhere  will  prevent  my  attendance.  It 
is  flattering  to  bo  thus  remembered,  and  to  feel  that  one  who  has 
never  forgotten  the  Union  veterans  (and  never,  God  helping  him, 
will  forget  them),  has  not  passed  out  of  their  recollection.  Indeed, 
I  feel  like  one  of  them,  for  during  all  the  years  of  war,  I  was  in 
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constant  personal  association  with  them  at  the  national  capital 
and  in  daily  newspaper  communication,  giving  them  my  best 
counsel,  sorrowing  over  their  defeats  and  glorifying  over  their 
victories. 

Your  unity  in  war,  followed  by  yoiii1  fraternity  in  peace,  pre- 
sents one  of  the  grandest  moral  examples  in  history,  filling  up 
the  ideal  as  it  does  of  an  American  citizen,  who  first  fights  down 
hi3  country's  foes  with  the  bayonet,  and  then  saves  the  free  insti- 
tutions with  the  ballot. 

Thus  will  you  protect  yourselves  as  a  vital  part  of  the  same 
body,  and  wield  your  deserved  influence  in  government.  While 
you  look  after  tho  widows  and  orphans  of  your  fallen  comrades, 
you  add  a  new  claim  to  the  gratitude  of  your  country. 

May  I  incloso  a  sentiment  to  the  great  soldier  who  now  stands 
at  the  side  of  Lincoln  and  Stanton? 

George  H.  Thomas — The  Southern  hero  who  kept  his  faith  to 
his  country  and  his  God,  and  became  immortal  by  fighting  against 
treason  and  slavery. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  W.  FORNEY. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FROM  MURAT  HALSTEAD. 


Office  of  the  Cincinnati  Commercial, 

Cincinnati,  November  11,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 

MY  DEAR  SIR: 

I  can  not  bo  present  at  tho  Reunion  of  tho 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  but  will   have  a  better  representative   of 
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the  press  than  myself  present  for  the  occasion,  in  the  capacity  of 
reporter.' 

I  have  had  a  special  affection  for  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
■ — so  many  of  my  good  friends  served  in  it — and  tlie  boys  of  that 
Army  once  took  regularly  nearly  six  thousand  daily  Commercials. 
They  were  as  interesting  to  me  as  the  Commercial  seemed  to  be 
to  them. 

This  will  be  a  sad  Reunion  though.  The  death  of  Thomas  will 
be  the  theme  of  interest.  Whatever  consolation  there  is  in  the 
knowledge  that  the  world  begins  to  see  that  his  figure  is  the 
grandest  of  the  historic  characters  of  the  war,  his  comrades  have. 

Eespectfully, 

M.  HALSTEAD. 


FROM  GENERAL  DODGE. 


Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  November  15,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Invitation. 
DEAR  SIR: 

Thanking  you  for  your  cordial  invitation  to 
the  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  I  do 
assure  you  that  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  be  present  and 
meet  again  old  comrades,  along  side  of  whom  I  served  so  long  and 
so  pleasantly.  While  our  armies  were  together,  I  formed  many 
personal  pleasant  acquaintances  that  caused  me  to  hold  in  kind  , 
remembrance  the  "  Army  of  the  Cumberland.'1  One  of  them  was 
your  lamented  Commander,  who,  I  am  certain,  the  Society  will 
commemorate  in  some  manner,  that  shall,  if  possible,  make  his 
name  and  deeds  as  enduring  as  they  are  held  to-day  by  our  nation. 
I  regret  very  much  that  my  engagements  will  deprive  mo  of 
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being  present  on  the  25th.  I  can,  therefore,  only  extend  to  you  my 
good  wishes  that  you  may  have  a  pleasant,  profitable,  and  success- 
ful Eeunion. 

I  am  truly, 

G.  M.  DODGE. 


FROM  GENERAL  WEITZEL. 

Louisville,  Kentucky,  November  4,  1870. 
MY  DEAR  MAJOK  : 

I  have  received  your  very  kind  invitation  of 
the  1st  inst.  I  fear  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  attend  the  Eeunion 
this  year.  I  regret  this  very  much  as  you  all  will  appreciate.  The 
most  excellent  time  I  had  with  you  at  Indianopolis  last  year  will 
never  be  forgotten  by  me. 

I  will  come  if  possible.     If  I  can  not 'come,  I  wish  you   all   a 
pleasant  Reunion. 

Very  truly  yours, 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major  of  Engineers. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FROM  GENERAL  REYNOLDS. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  November  5,  1870. 
Mr.  Joint  Coon  and  others, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

MY  DEAE  SIRS: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  invitation  of  the  Gth 
ult.,  and  deeply  regret  that  my  duties  are  so  faraway  as  to  render 
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it  impossible  for  mc  to  be  present  at  the  Reunion  on  the  24th  and 
25th  insts.  Please  present  my  kindest  remembrances  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

J".  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Brevet  Major  General. 


FROM  GENERAL  ELLIOTT. 


Headquarters  1st  U.  S.  Cavalry, 

Benecia  Barracks,  California,  October  28,  1870. 
John  Coon, 

Committee  on  Invitation,  etc. 
DEAR  SIR: 

I  very  much  regret  that  it  will  not  bo  in  my 
power  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  our  Society  at  Cleveland,  as 
it  was  my  pleasure  to  havo  attended  those  at  Chicago  and  Indian- 
apolis, in  December,  18G8,  and  18G9. 

Desiring  to  bo  remembered  to  my  comrades,  and  hoping  they 
may  have  a  good  time, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  1st  Cavalry,  and 
Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  A. 
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FROM  GENERAL  ELI  LONG. 


Penn  Yan,  Yates  County,  New  York,  November  4,  1870. 

John  Coon  and  others, 

Committee  on  Invitation,  etc. 
COMRADES: 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  our  annual 
meeting,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  attend  ;  and 
I  am  especially  sorry  not  to  bo  able  to  be  present  on  an  occasion 
that  will  be  unusually  interesting,  for  I  know  there  will  be  many 
a  true  and  heartfelt  word  spoken  in  memory  of  our  beloved  and 
lamented  chieftain,  General  George  H.  Thomas,  to  which  it  would 
be  a  great,  though  mournful  pleasure  to  listen.  It  would  also  have 
been  exceedingly  plasant  to  meet  the  many  friends  that  I  know 
will  be  there,  as  well  as  the  patriotic  citizens  of  Cleveland,  who 
have  given  us  so  cordial  an  invitation,  but  in  common  with  others  ; 
who  are  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  be  able  to  bo  present,  my  heart's 
best  and  kindest  feelings  will  be  with  you  all,  and  share  with  you 
your  sorrows  and  joys. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  if  it  meets  with  the  approval 
of  any  member  of  your  committee,  or  other  member  of  the  Society, 
ho  make,  at  his  own  instance,  a  motion  that  the  next  meeting  bo 
bold  in  Washington  City.  I  should  think  it  would  bo  a  great 
pleasure  to  many  of  our  comrades,  who  have  not  dono  so,  to  visit 
the  scat  of  our  National  Government — a  government  we  havo  all 
done  what  wo  could  to  maintain  and  perpetuate  ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  many  would  willingly  travel  the  increased  distance 
to  attend  a  meeting  in  that  city,  where,  in  addition  to  the  pleasures 
of  tho  meeting  itself,  much  pleasure  would  be  had  in  spending  a 
few  days  before  or  after  the  meeting  in  visiting  the  many  objects 
of  interest  to  every  American  citizen. 
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There  are  about  fifty  members  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
in  and  about  New  York  City,  and  probably  as  many  more  in 
Washington  and  vicinity,  and  a  meeting  there  would  give  these, 
and  probably  over  two  hundred  others  in  Pennsylvania  and  other 
States  further  east,  au  opportunity  of  attending,  the  most  of  whom 
have  been  unable  to  attend  our  meetings  hitherto. 

Hoping  that  the  meeting  may  be  a  success,  and  pleasant  and 
harmonious  throughout, 

I  am, 

Yery  respectfully, 

and  truly  yours, 

ELI  LONG. 


PROM  GENERAL  BRANNAN. 

Fort  Wadsworth,  JV.  Y.  Harbor,  November  19,  1870. 
Mr.  John  Coon  and  others, 

Committee  of  Invitation,  etc.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
COMRADES: 

It  is  with  deepest  regret  that  I  am  compelled, 
at  the  last  moment,  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me 
to  attend  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  our  Society.  This  grieves 
me  the  more  as  I  desire  to  mingle  again  with  those  who  will 
doubtless  shed  tears  over  the  loss  of  our  beloved  President,  Major 
General  George  H.  Thomas.  The  meeting  will  be  a  sad  one 
for  those  who  cherished  that  great  man. 

Present  to  the  Society  my  earnest  desire  for  its  continued 
success,  with  many  thanks  for  you  individually. 

Fraternal!}'  yours, 

J.  M.  BRANNAN, 
Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  A. 


I 
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FROM  GENERAL  FORCE. 

Cincinnati^  November  22,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 
Chairman,  etc. 

DEAR  SIR: 

A  jury,  which  was  selected  with  great  trouble, 
is  now  trying  before  me  a  case  which  will  last  into  next  week.  I 
have  tried  to  steer  the  calendar  so  as  to  be  able  to  slip  off  to  the 
celebration,  and  am  really  sorely  disappointed  at  not  being  able 
to  go. 

The  Armies  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  Tennessee  were  so  much 
associated  in  war,  that  it  is  especially  pleasant  to  keep  up  the 
affiliation  in  peace. 

And  this  meeting,  which  must  be,  in  part  at  least,  a  memo- 
rial of  Thomas,  draws  strongly  to  it  all  who  knew  that  grand  and 
noble  heart. 

Friday  I  shall  be  thinking  more  of  your  meeting  than  of  the 

business  before  me. 

Very  truly  yours, 

M.  F.  FORCE. 


MSPATCII  FROM  GENERAL  NEGLEY. 

Annapolis,  Md.\  November  24,  1870. 
TO  PRESIDENT  SOCIETY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND: 

Friendly  greetings  to  our  comrades,  regretting 
my  detention. 

JAS.   S.  NEGLEY. 
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FROM  GENERAL  CARR. 

Headquarters  Third  Division  N.  G.,  S.  1ST.  Y. 

Troy,  N.  Y.,  November  10,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 
Chairman,  etc. 

DEAR  MAJOR: 

Your  favor  of  the  25th  ultimo  came  to  hand, 
kindly  inviting  me  to  participate  with  you  at  the  Fourth  Annual 
Reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the 
21th  of  November. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  \nj  engagements  are  such  as  to  pre- 
vent me  from  enjoying  the  pleasure  of  seeing  many  of  my  old 
veteran  comrades  and  meeting  so  many  distinguished  officers  of 
that  gallant  old  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

With  renewed  expressions  of  my  sincere  thanks  for  your 
kindness, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CARR. 


FROM  COMMANDER  BROWN,  U.  S.  N. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Michigan, 

Erie,  Penn.,  November  15,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

MY  DEAR  SIR: 

Your  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  meeting  of 

the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  addressed  to  the  officers 

of  this  vessel,  camo  duly  to  hand,  and  I  at  once  acknowledged  its 
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receipt.  By  some  oversight  my  letter  to  you  was  not  mailed,  as 
I  have  just  found  it  on  m}^  desk.  As  many  of  my  Hoosier  friends 
will  be  at  Cleveland  on  the  24th  and  25th,  I  anticipate  much 
pleasure  in  accepting  your  invitation. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

GEORGE  BROWN, 

Commander  U.  S.  JST. 


FROM   GENERAL  DONALDSON. 

Tremont  House,  ! 

Boston,  November  17,  1870. 
COMRADES:  | 

I  have  your  circular  of  October  6,  and   am 
sorry  I  can  not  be  with  you  to  celebrate  the  annual   meeting  of  ^ 

our  Society.  My  regret  is  heightened  by  the  reflection  that  it  is 
especially  incumbent  upon  me,  one  of  General  Thomas'  staflF  offi- 
cers, to  be  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  eulogy  to  be  pronounced, 
upon  his  character  and  services  by  so  able  and  distinguished  an 
advocate  as  General  Garfield.  But  I  am  hampered  by  business 
engagements  which  can  not  be  neglected  just  now,  and  I  must 
therefore  content  myself  with  sending  my  greeting,  with  the  earn- 
est wish  that  your  meeting  will  be  most  harmonious  and  profit- 
able to  all,  and  with  the  prayer  that  after  duty  here  done  upon 
earth,  wo  shall  all  muster  under  the  banner  of  our  beloved  chief- 
tain in  realms  of  bliss. 

Affectionately  yours, 

J.  L.  DONALDSON, 

Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  A. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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FROM  GENERAL  FRY. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  November  14,  1870. 
To  Major  John  Coon, 

Chairman,  etc.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
DEAR  SIR: 

The  condition  of  my  private  affairs  is  such 
that  I  must  deny  myself  the  great  pleasure  of  being  with  you  at 
your  next  Annual  Reunion.  With  the  fullest  appreciation  of  the 
compliment  paid  me  by  your  invitation,  and  the  most  sincere 
respect  and  regard  for  your  organization  and  the  gallant  men  of 
whom  it  is  composed, 

I  am,  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Brevet  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  A. 


FROM  GENERAL  WEBSTER. 


Chicago,  November  11,  1870. 
John  Coon,  Esq. , 

Committee,  etc.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
DEAR  SIB: 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  kind 
invitation  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  to  express  my  great  regret  that  pressing 
duties  here  will  prevent  my  attendance.  I  should  very  much  enjoy 
a  visit  to  the  beautiful  city  of  Cleveland,   and    an   opportunity 


f 
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to  renew  the  acquaintances  and  memories  of  the  war.     But  it  can 
not  bo  at  present. 

Wishing  you  all  a  good  time, 
I  am,  very  truly, 

Your  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

J.  D.  WEBSTER. 


FROM  GENERAL  MORGAN. 

Quincy,  Illinois,  October  26,  1870. 
John  Coon,  Esq., 

Committee  on  Invitations,  etc. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Your  circular  extending  an  earnest  and  cordial 
invitation  to  all  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land to  attend  the  coming  Reunion,  has  just  been  received.  I  am 
sorry  that  I  have  to  reply  that  previous  business  engagements 
will  prevent  my  attendance.  This  I  very  much  regret,  as  it  de- 
prives me  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  and  taking  by  the  hand 
many  of  my  old  army  friends.  How  sad  to  think  that  the  chair 
of  our  beloved  President  will  bo  vacant.  It  was  my  fortune,  dur- 
ing the  war,  to  servo  for  a  long  time  under  the  command  of  the  late 
General  George  II.  Thomas,  and  I  learned  to  love  and  respect 
him  above  all  others.  He  was  my  model  of  a  soldier  and  true 
gentleman.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Fourth  Annual  Reunion  of 
the  Society  will  be  successful,  pleasant,  and  profitable. 

Yours  truly, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN. 
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FROM  GENERAL  TURCHIN. 

Chicago,  October  29,  1870. 
Messrs.  J.  Coon  and  others, 
Committee  on  Invitation,  etc. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Your  circular  came  duly  to  hand.  An  unfor- 
tunate accident  happened  to  me  June  last,  in  which  a  freight  car 
passing  over  me  injured  me  most  severely,  so  that  I  barely  escaped 
with  my  life,  and  disabled  me  for  months.  And  although  I  am 
recovering  pretty  well,  yet  months  will  pass  before  I  will  be 
strong  enough  for  business.  I,  therefore,  can  not  be  present  at 
the  Reunion. 

Wishing  all  my  old  comrades  a  joyful  meeting, 
I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  B.  TURCHIN. 


FROM  GENERAL  STARKWEATHER. 


Oconomewoc,  Wisconsin,  Sunday. 
TO  COMMITTEE: 

Nothing  would  gratify  me  more  than  being 
present  upon  occasion  of  Reunion,  but  having  just  lost  my  home 
and  contents  by  fire,  my  presence  here  will  be  necessary  to 
straighten  matters  out,  so  as  to  begin  living  again, 

Yours  very  trul}r, 

J.  C.  STARKWEATHER. 
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FROM  GENERAL  EDWARDS. 


Warsaw,  Illinois,  November  11,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Invitation,  etc. 
•   DEAR  SIR  : 

Your  favor  of  October  31st,  containing  a  kind 
invitation  to  be  present  at  your  Fourth  Annual  Reunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  duly  received.  I  thank 
you  most  heartily  for  the  honor  extended  to  me  (and  a  great  honor 
and  privilege  I  consider  it  to  be)  to  meet  the  brave  men  of  the 
glorious  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  I  would  that  I  could  be  with 
you,  and  have  delayed  answering  your  letter  in  hopes  that  it 
might  be  so,  but  I  now  find  that  it  is  impossible.  Be  pleased  to 
return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Society,  and  say  to  them  that  I 
can  not  well  express  my  disappointment  at  not  being  able  to 
accept  the  honor  tendered  me. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

OLIVER  EDWARDS, 
Late  Brigadier  and  Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  V. 


FROM  GENERAL  MATTHEWS. 


Cincinnati,  November  7,  1870. 
Wm.   C.  Bunts,  Esq., 
Cleveland. 
/  DEAR  SIR: 

I  have  delayed  an  answer  to  your  note  of  29th 
October,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  to  respond  to  sentiment  at 
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the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  be 
held  on  the  24th  and  25th  inst.,  hoping  I  might  see  my  way  clear 
and  be  able  to  commit  myself  to  an  attendance.  But  I  am  obliged 
to  give  it  up,  and  do  it  with  reluctance  and  regret,  and  many 
thinks  for  the  complimentary  and  kind  remembrance  of  your 
committee. 

Very  sincerely, 

STANLEY  MATTHEWS. 


FEOM  GENEKAL  LOWE. 


Omaha,  October  29,  1870.     ■ 
Hon.  John  Coon  and  others, 
Committee  on  Invitation,  etc. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Your  "  invitation  "  is  received.  I  presume, 
from  present  indications,  that  my  personal  business  affairs  will 
render  it  impossible  for  me  to  be  with  you  on  the  24th  and  25th 
prox.,  but  some  kindly  change  may  yet  intervene  in  my  favor. 
So  do  not  report  me  ;'  absent  "  unless  I  fail  to  "  answer  at  roll 
call."  I  may  be  only  "  late." 
I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LOWE. 
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FROM  GENERAL  BRADLEY. 

Fort  Fred  Steele,  W.  T.,  October  21,  1870. 

Major  John  Coon  and  others, 

Committee  on  Invitations,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
•    GENTLEMEN : 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  notice  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  the  invitation  to  be  present.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
I  can  leave  my  post  at  the  time  of  your  meeting.  So  I  must  be 
numbered  among  the  absentees.  I  regret  sincerely  that  I  can  not 
join  you  in  this  Reunion  of  the  men  of  our  old  army,  and  in  the 
honors  to  be  paid  the  memory  of  our  great  chief. 
Very  truty, 

Your  friend  and  comrade, 

L.  P.  BRADLEY,. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  2th  Infantry. 


FROM  GENERAL  LANDRUM. 

Lancaster,  Ky.,  November  21,  1870. 
John  Coon  and  others, 

Committee  on  Invitations. 
COMRADES : 

I  regret  that  I  am  prevented  by  business  en- 
gagements from  attending  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  at  Cleveland,  on  the  2-ith  and  25th 
in  st. 

lean  only  wish  that  the  meeting  may  be  entirely  successful; 
and,  in  common  with  our  comrades,  mingle  my  sorrow  with  those 
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who  are  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  that  great  and  good  man 
whom  it  was  our  pleasure  not  only  to  obey  but  love — General 
G-eorge  H.  Thomas. 

With  great  regards,    * 

W.  J.  LANDRUM. 


FROM  GENERAL    KISE. 

Lebanon,  Indiana,  October  21,  1870. 

John  Coon  and  others. 

Committee  on  Invitations. 
DEAK  SIKS  : 

I   hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  \ 

the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  be  held  in  Cleve- 
land on  the  2-ith  and  25th  prox.,  and  to  express  the  regret  I  feel 
on  account  of  my  inability  to  be  with  you.  Pressing  business 
engagements  will  prevent  my  attendance. 

Hoping  there  may  be  a  happy  reunion  of  the  veterans  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
I  am, 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

R.  C.  KISE, 
Late  Colonel  120th  Ind.  Vols,  and 

Brev.  Brig.  Gen.  Vols. 
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FROM  GENERAL  BABCOCK 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  D.  (7.,  November  8,  1870. 
MY  DEAR  MAJOR : 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  very  cordial  invita- 
tion to  attend  the  Fourth  Annual  Reunion  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  I  regret  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  accept.'  I  look 
upon  these  gatherings  as  of  great  importance  to  our  country  to 
preserve  the  old  associations  and  continue  in  full  force  the 
friendships  formed  in  times  of  our  country's  danger. 

Not  only  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  mourn  the  loss  of 
G-eneral  Thomas,  but  every  citizen  who  loves  his  country  must 
mourn  the  loss  of  so  pure  a  citizen,  so  upright  a  Christian,  and 
so  brave  a  soldier. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  your  meeting  will  be  fully  attended,  and 
I  hope  you  will  have  a  very  pleasant  time  indeed. 
With  my  thanks  for  your  kindness, 
I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 

Major  of  Engineers. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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FEOM  COLONEL  WHEEEY, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  November  14,  1870. 
GENTLEMEN : 

Permit  me  to  express  my  regrets  that  my  pro- 
fessional duties  here  will  prevent  my  acccepting  your  kind  and 
cordial  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  next  Annual  Eeunion  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  on  the  24th  and  25th 
in st.,  at  Cleveland,  a  meeting  so  fraught  with  interest  to  all  of  us 
who  revere  and  cherish  the  memory  of  our  beloved  comrade  and 
trusted  leader,  the  late  Major  General  George  H.  Thomas. 

I  beg  you  will  convey  my  regrets  to  the  Society  at  my  con- 
strained absence,  and  assure  our  comrades  how  sincerely  I  sympa- 
thize with  them  in  our  great  loss.  Although  not  with  you  in 
person,  I  shall  be  in  thought  and  spirit. 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  WHEEEY, 

Brev.  Col.  U.  S.  A. 
Messrs.  John  Coon  and  others, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FEOM  COLONEL  McMlCHAEL. 

490  Walnut  Street, 
Philadelphia,  November  21,  1870. 
DEAR  COLONEL: 

I  have  delayed  writing  until  now,  in  the  hope 
that  I  might  be  able  to  join  yourself  and  our  comrades  at  the 
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Society  meeting,  in  Cleveland,  but  find  it  will  be  impossible  for 
me  to  be  present.  We  are  right  in  the  midst  of  term-time  here 
in  the  courts,  and  you  know  enough  of  legal  business  to  under- 
stand that  we  are  obliged  to  defer  to  it  in  our  engagements.  I 
shall  be  absent  with  very  great  regret,  for  having  shared  deeply 
in  the  sorrow  of  our  army  at  the  loss  of  our  beloved  commander, 
and  having  been  of  those  who  followed  his  sacred  remains  to  their 
last  resting  place,  I  have  been  most  anxious  to  take  part  in  the 
ceremonies  by  which  our  Society  shall  formally  unite  in  deploring 
his  loss.  Be  assured  of  the  sympathy  with  which  I  shall  watch 
your  deliberations,  and  of  the  cordial  affection  with  which  I  re- 
gard my  army  comrades. 

Pray  convey  to  them  my  assurances  of  warm  regard,  and  the 
regrets  which  I  have  expressed  at  not  being  able  to  be  with 
them. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

WILLIAM  McMICHAEL. 
Colonel  James  Barnett. 


FKOM  COLONEL  STONE. 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  21,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitation,  etc. 
MY  DEAR  MAJOR : 

Until  to-day  I  have  counted  on  being  at  our 
Fourth  Annual  Reunion,  but  prudence  and  the  doctors  forbid.  So 
I  go  to  the  rear  among  the  hospitals,  on  surgeon's  certificate,  in- 
stead of  coming  to  the  front  and  answering  at  roll  call,  as  I  have 
always  heretofore  done,  and  had  promised  to  do  this  time. 

But  my  heart  will  be  with  you  in  your  gathering,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  homage  you  will  pay  to  the  memory  of  our  heroic 
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chief.  It  is  fitting  that  on  the  day  of  National  Thanksgiving,  you 
should  listen  to  his  eulogy,  for  whose  life  and  deeds  we  all  have  so 
much  reason  for  thankfulness.  So  complete  and  well  rounded 
was  his  character,  that  it  is  impossible  to  select  any  specially 
prominent  trait;  of  a  patriotism  which  shines  the  brighter  from  the 
assaults  of  traitorous  foes  ;  of  a  modesty  equaled  only  by  his 
merit,  and  both  surpassed  only  by  devotion  to  duty;  of  a  truthful- 
ness which  neither  the  courtesies  of  social  life,  nor  the  temptations 
of  honors  unduly  proffered,  could  for  a  moment  corrupt ;  of  a 
simplicity  of  life  and  manner,  which  won  the  whole  confidence 
and  love  of  the  poor,  the  rude,  and  the  ignorant,  yet  commanded 
the  entire  respect  of  those  highest  in  station  or  culture;  of  a 
sense  of  honor  so  keen  and  controlling,  that  he  would  accept  no 
gift  from  any  quarter  lest  it  might  seem  to  imply  an  obligation  ; 
of  a  purity  in  his  daily  walk  and  conversation  before  which  evil 
thought  and  speech  slunk  away  abashed  ;  all  these,  with  the  other 
great  gifts  of  prudence,  foresight,  calmness,  patience,  and  skill  in 
preparation,  but  of  resistless  and  unconquerable  courage,  energy, 
and  power  in  action,  made  him,  while  he  lived,  an  incentive  and 
guide  to  noble  endeavor,  and  now  that  ho  is  gone,  fill  the  whole 
land  with  his  shining  example. 

Our  Society  will  honor  itself  in  honoring  him,  and  the  least 
we  can  do,  is  to  embody  in  some  permanent  form  our  sense  of  his 
greatness  and  our  gratitude  for  his  life  influence.  In  some  one  of 
the  National  Cemeteries  which  he  founded,  we  should  erect  a 
monument  which  shall  tell  the  story  of  his  worth  and  our  loss 
through  all  coming  time. 

Regretting  more  deeply  than  I  can  tell  my  enforced  absence, 
and  hoping  that  your  Reunion  will  be  a  worthy  successor  of  those 
which  have  preceded, 

I  am, 

Very  truly  yours, 

HENRY  STONE, 
Late  Brevet  Colonel  of   Vols. 
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FEOM  COLONEL  TAYLOR 


Shelbyville,  Kentucky,  November  21,  1870. 
GENTLEMEN: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 

of  your  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.     I  am  now,  and  have  been 

for  seven  months,  a  confirmed  invalid,  and  regret  that  I  am  com-  j 

pelled  to  be  absent.     Permit  me  in  conclusion  to  suggest,  that  as 

General    Thomas  was  our  first  President,  he  may  be  the  last 

President  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

I  remain,  as  ever, 

Yours  sincerely,  ^ 

M.  0.  TAYLOE, 

Late  Col.  15M  Ky.  Vol.  Inf. 

Major  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FEOM  COLONEL  DAYIS. 


Chicago,  November  21,  1870. 
GENTLEMEN : 

I  very  much  regret  that  I  can  not  attend  the 
coming  meeting  at  Cleveland. 

Your  circular  reminds  us  of  the  duty  that,  as  members,  we 
owe  to  the  Society,  while  our  hearts  more  than  ever  urge  us  to  go 
forward  and  take  part  in  the  interesting  exercises  that  this  meet- 
ing will  call  forth.     Surely  no  one  will  remain  away  who  can  pos- 


20^  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

sibly  be  present.     While  circumstances  will  prevent  my  attending, 
I  know  well  what  I  shall  lose. 

Hoping  that  the  Eeunion  may  be  a  great  success, 
I  am, 

Yery  sincerely, 

CHARLES  W.  DAVIS. 
Committee  on  Invitation, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FEOM  COLONEL  SYMES. 


Helena,  Montana,  November  4,  1870.  ( 

John  Coon  and  others, 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  ) 

COMKADES; 

Am  just  in  receipt  of  your  invitation  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  It  is 
with  pain  that  I  announce  my  inability  to  attend,  which  official 
duties  as  Justice  of  Supreme  Court  prevent 

I  hope  proper  action  will  be  taken  by  the  Society  to  show 
our  love  for  one  of  the  greatest  and  best  of  men — our  late  beloved 
President.  I  knew  him  personally,  have  received  verbal  orders 
from  him  ;  and  this  is  sufficient  to  prove  that  I  honored  and  loved 
him. 

Your  comrade, 

G.  G.  SYMES, 

Late  Col.  Uth  Wis.  Vols. 
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FEOM  COLONEL  DOUGHTY. 


Clinton,  Tennessee,  October  21,  1870. 

Messrs.  John  Coon  and  others, 
DEAR  SIRS: 

I  received  your  very  kind  invitation  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  be  held  in  the  city 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  November  next.  I 
should  be  very  much  pleased  to  be  present,  and  miDgle  with  my 
old  comrades,  as  I  did  on  one  occasion  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati 
when  our  beloved  chieftain,  General  George  H.  Thomas,  was 
with  us.  No  public  or  national  man  held  a  higher  place  in  my 
esteem  and  affections.  Yea,  I  loved  him  with  an  enthusiasm 
scarcely  equaled  for  any  man  in  the  history  of  the  world.  I 
therefore  would  like  to  be  present,  and  hear  the  masterly  oration 
of  General  James  A.  Garfield  to  be  delivered  on  that  occasion. 
I  know  it  will  be  a  great  and  eloquent  effort  of  a  great  man,  but 
it  will  fall  short  of  telling  all  his  good  qualities. 

May  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  in  all  its  mem- 
bers, prosper  and  bo  happy,  and  float  down  the  stream  of  time, 
unmolested  to  its  confluence  with  eternity,  and  lie  down  in  peace 
and  rest  until  the  morn  of  the  resurrection,  when  may  they  awake 
to  newness  of  life  and  live  forever  with  the  King  of  Peace,  and 
reign  with  him  forever,  is  the  prayer  of  a  comrade. 
JAMES  A.  DOUGHTY, 

Formerly  Col.  17th  Tenn.  Cav. 
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FKOM  COLONEL  PAKSONS. 


West  Point,  N.  Y.t  November  12,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Of  Committee  on  Invitation,  etc. 
MY  DEAE  MAJOR: 

I  have  received  your  circular  of  the  6th  ult., 
and  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  state  in  reply,  that  the  nature  of  my 
duties  at  the  Military  Academy  will  prevent  me  from  being  pres- 
ent at  the  approaching  annual  meeting  of  my  former  associates 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  You  know  how  sincerely  I  unite 
with  you,  and  all  who  served  under  him,  in  lamenting  the  loss  of 
General  Thomas,  and  I  therefore  need  do  no  more  than  to  tell 
you  that  I  feel  it  to  be  a  great  deprivation  when  I  am  obliged  to 
lose  the  opportunity  of  listening  to  the  anticipated  oration  of  Gen- 
eral Garfield. 

It  is  much  to  say,  but  it  is  true,  that  the  orator  is  worthy  of 
the  honored  dead,  and  the  honored  dead  is  worthy  of  that  place 
in  the  roll  of  his  country's  heroes  above  which  no  name  can  be 
written. 

I  am, 

With  earnest  personal  regard, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

CHAS.  G.  PAKSONS. 
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FROM  COLONEL  MENDENHALL. 


Fort  Johnson,  N  C,  November  6,  1870. 

Messrs.  John  Coon  and  others, 
Committee  on  Invitations. 
COMRADES: 

I  regret  that  I  will  not  be  able  to   meet  with 
you  in  Cleveland  on  the  24th  and  25th  inst. 

With  my  best  wishes,  which  shall  be  with  you,  and  the  hope 
that  you  will  have  a  successful  and  a  happy  meeting, 
I  am, 

Very  truly, 

JOHN  MENDENHALL, 

Brevet  Col  U.  S.  A. 


FROM  COLONEL  HUNT. 


Lexington,  Ky.,  November  14,  1870. 

General  G.  M.  Barber  and,  others, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
GENTS: 

I  regret  the  necessity  to  decline  your  very 
kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  Fourth  Annual  Reunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  this 
month. 


I 
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With  assurances  of  high  regard,  and   the   sincere  wish  the 
meeting  may  bo  a  success, 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant* 

P.  B.  HUNT. 


FKOM  COLONEL  LAWEENCE. 


New  York,  November  11,  1870. 
GENTLEMEN: 

I  sincerely  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  join  you 

on  the  24th  inst.     If  it  is  proposed,  as  I  hope  it  will   be,  that 

a  monument  be  raised  to  the  memory  of  General  George  H. 

Thomas,  I  think  it  would   be  well    to  appoint  a  committee  for 

each  State  we  represent   to    solicit   subscriptions,  believing  that 

our  fellow-citizens  will  gladly  share  the  expenses  of  a  monument 

worthy  of  his  deeds  and  fame. 

With  kindest  regards  to  all, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  B.  LAWEENCE. 
Messrs.  Joiin  Coon  and  others, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FEOM  MA  JOE  COLBUEN. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  20,  1870. 

Committee  of  Invitation,  etc. , 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

GENTLEMEN: 

Your  favor  of  the  6th  inst.  is  at  hand,  and  I 
regret  that  "circumstances  over  which  I  have  no  control  "  will 
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prevent  me  from  meeting  you  and  my  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  in  November.  It  would  afford  me  peculiar  satisfac- 
tion to  be  present  at  the  Eeunion  in  November,  and  unite  in  com- 
memorating the  noble  qualities  of  our  departed  chief,  who  is  justly 
esteemed  by  his  army  as  the  beau  ideal  of  a  Christian  soldier. 
Words  are  inadequate  to.. picture  the  admiration  in  which  he  was 
held  by  the  defenders  of  the  republic,  while  the  nation  must 
mourn  the  loss  of  a  man  whose  virtues  and  deeds  as  patriot,  Chris- 
tian, and  soldier  illumine  the  brightest  page  of  the  world's  history. 
With  high  regard,  I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  COLBURN. 


FEOM  COLONEL  HAIGHT- 

New  York,  November  10,  1870. 
Messrs.  John  Coon  and  others, 
Gentlemen  of  Committee. 
DEAKSIKS: 

Your  invitation  to  attend  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  at  Cleveland,  on  the  24th 
and  25th,  received. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  shall  bo  unable  to  attend. 
With  respect,  gentlemen,  I  remain, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HAIGHT,  JR., 

Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  U  S.  A. 
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FROM  MAJOE  FRANCIS. 


Lowell,  Mass.,  October  21,  1870. 
Mr.  John  Coon, 

Of  Committee  on  Invitations,  etc.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
MY  DEAR  SIR: 

I  regret  to  say  that  imperative  duties  here 
will  prevent  my  presence  at  the  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

My  heartfelt  thanks  are  due  to  you  for  your  kind  invitation  ; 
please  accept  them.     I  am  very  proud  of  having  been  connected 
with  that  glorious  old  army,  and  shall  always  cherish  feelings  of 
friendship  toward  all  persons  who  served  with  it. 
Very  truly  yours, 

JAMES  FRANCIS, 

Late  Major  2d  Mass.  Inf. 


FROM  CAPTAIN  CHURCH. 


Helena,  October  27,  1870. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Your  invitation  of  the  6th  ultimo,  inviting  me 

to  be  present  at  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the 

Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  take  place  in  the  cfty  of  Cleveland  on 

the  24th  and  25th  days  of  November,  came  to  my  notice  this  inst. 

The  word   comrade  touches   the  warmest,  sunniest  corner  of  my 

heart,  and  brings  the  happy  recollections  of  warm  greetings  at 

Cincinnati,  Chicago,  and  Indianapolis.     Although  too  far  from  the 

place  of  meeting  to  warrant  me  the  extreme  pleasure  of  once  more 
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commingling  with  those  brave,  noble,  and  patriotic  defenders  of 

the  flag,  I  shall  be  there  in  spirit,  singing  Sherman's  March  to  the 

Sea  and  Old  Shady. 

Yery  respectfully, 

L.  B.  CHURCH, 

Late  Capt.  HI.  Vol.  Inf. 
John  Coon  and  others, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


FROM  CAPTAIN  MERRICK. 


Chicago,  Illinois.  November  9,  1870. 
John  Coon,  Esq., 

DEAR  SIR: 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  been  present  at 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
to  be  held  in  your  city  the  24th  and  25th  of  this  month,  but  now 
find  that  business  engagements  will  prevent. 

It-is  a  duty  that  all  owe  to  meet  at  these  reunions,  and  again 
under  the  flag  of  our  country,  now  floating  in  peace  over  us,  re- 
new those  associations  formed  when  the  war  cloud  swept  the  land, 
and  battle  strife  placed  us  shoulder  to  shoulder  together,  for  this 
Society  will  grow  no  larger.  And  as  this  year  we  mourn  the  hon- 
ored dead,  so  henceforth  at  every  yearly  roll  call  we  must  expect 
to  hear  of  some  comrade  who,  has  been  mustered  out,  leaving  his 
seat  forever  vacant. 

With  the  hope  that  the  Society  may  be  fully  represented, 

I  remain, 

C.  C.  MERRICK. 
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FEOM  CAPTAIN  LYON.     , 


Gallatin,  Tenn.,  November  9,  1870. 
Mr.  John  Coon, 

DEAR  SIR: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  circular  of  the  6th  of 

last  month,  and  in  answer  will  say  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 

me  to  attend  the  meeting. 

Wishing  you  all  a  very  pleasant  meeting, 

I  am, 

Yery  truly, 

SAMUEL  LYON. 


FEOM  CAPTAIN  SPAULDING. 


Chicago,  November  5,  1870. 
John  Coon,  Esq., 

Chairman  Committee, 

DEAR  SIR: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  invitation  to  attend 

the  Fourth  Annual  Eeunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 

Cumberland. 

I  regret  that  pressing  business  duties  will  prevent  my  being 

present  on  that  occasion. 

With  respect, 

J.  J.  SPAULDING. 
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FROM  CAPTAIN  BEOCKWAY. 

Chicago,  November  15,  1870. 
Messrs.  Coon  and  others, 
COMRADES : 

Your  letter  of  the  6th  ult.,  designating  the 
time  and  place  for  the  next  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  was  received  soon  after.it  was  issued, 
but  owing  to  a  surgical  operation  I  was  obliged  to  submit  to  some 
weeks  since,  I  have  been  unable  to  reply  sooner.  During  the 
campaign  of  1864,  in  an  assault  on  the  rebel  earthworks,  I  received 
a  wound  whicb  resulted  in  the  amputation  of  my  leg.  The  wound 
since  has  been  a  constant  source  of  trouble  and  pain,  until  six 
weeks  since,  by  advice  of  my  surgeon,  the  le^  was  re-amputated. 
Recuperation  has  since  been  slow  and  painful ;  am  confined  to  my 
bed,  and  probably  shall  be  for  some  time  to  come. 

It  would  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  accept  the  invitation  so 
kindly  expressed  in  your  letter,  and  were  it  not  that  I  am  disquali- 
fied for  "  active  service,"  I  should  promptly  respond  at  "  roll  call," 
once  again  to  mingle  with  our  comrades,  some  of  whom  were 
first  known  to  me  in  the  "  rough  ranks  of  war,"  and  whose  patri- 
otic devotion  to  their  country  has  given  to  the  name  Cumberland 
a  sacred  and  greater  national  significance. 

Trusting  you  will  inform  me  what  action  on  my  part  will  be 
necessary  to  continue  my  membership  with  the  Society,  regretting 
my  inability  to  accept  the  hospitality  of  your  fair' city, 
I  am,  comrades, 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  W.  BROCKWAY, 

{Late)  Captain  V.  R.  C. 
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FROM  CAPTAIN  WHITE: 


Toledo,  Ohio,  October  29,  1870. 

Messrs.  John  Coon  and  others, 
Committee  on  Invitations,  etc. 
GENTLEMEN  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  cordial  invitation  to  be  present  at  your  next  Annual 
Meeting  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  I  regret  to  state  that  orders  re- 
ceived will  take  me  to  the  East,  and  thereby  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  my  enjoying  the  Reunion  with  you. 
With  many  thanks  and  sincere  regards, 
I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.   WHITE, 

Brev.  Captain  U.  S.  A. 


FROM  LIEUTENANT  BABBITT. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  November  19,  1870. 
Major  John  Coon, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Invitations. 
DEAR  MAJOR  : 

I  feel  that  prior  engagements  will  prevent  my 
attendance  upon  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  I  regret  it 
the  more  because  the  absence  of  the  loved  commander,  with  the 
knowledge  that  he  will  never  more  meet  us  here,  will  give  to  the 
coming  gathering  a  hallowed  influence,  a  chastened  and  softened 
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tone,  that  only  the  death  of  the  well  beloved  produces.  Your 
orator  will  attempt  to  eulogize  the  character  of  him  who  was 
simple-hearted,  pure,  childlike  (and  therefore  godlike),  and  the 
chief  difficulty  he  will  discover  will  be  where  and  when  to  cease 
his  culogisms.  It  was  my  fortune  to  engage  General  Thomas  in 
conversation  on  tho  morning  after  his  first  meeting  with  General 
Garfield.  As  the  oniy  officer  of  his  personal  staff  at  that 
time  from  Ohio,  he  thought  I  might  know  something  of  the  man 
who  had  paid  him  a  midnight  visit,  and  inquired  if  I  did.  I  had 
little  to  say,  for  all  that  I  knew  of  Garfield  I  had  learned  from 
a  friend  who  had  served  in  the  legislature  with  him,  and  who 
was  intenscl}'  prejudiced  in  his  favor.  The  remarks  of  General 
Thomas  were  prophetic.  He  rarely  indulged  in  the  expression  of 
opinions  concerning  our  public  men,  and  I  was  surprised  at  the 
decided  language  he  used  with  reference  to  General  Garfield, 
and  3'ct  it  was  but  the  nature  of  the  man  of  few  words  but  of 
clear  mind  and  positive  views. 

lie  said,  in  substance,  that  if  General  Garfield  lived  ho 
would  make  his  mark  ;  that  if  he  was  as  brave  as  he  was  bold, 
the  country  would  hear  of  his  gallant  deeds  }*ct  to  be  performed  ; 
that  few  men  not  simply  soldiers  would  obey  an  order  in  the  spirit 
with  which  he  was  then  obeying  the  order  to  take  a  new  com- 
mand. This  circumstance  occurred  about  thirty  hours  before  tho 
battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  near  which  place  was  the  command 
to  which  General  Garfield  was  hastening.  1  was  with  Thomas 
only  six  months  after  that,  and  I  shall  never  look  for  higher 
honor  than  his  confidence  and  personal  regard,  so  I  may  be  in- 
dulged in  what  those  who  did  not  know  the  man  as  I  knew  him 
would  call  "abject  hero  luorship."  "The  Lord  hath  set  apart  him 
that  is  godly  for  himself,"  and  Thomas  is  no  more  one  of  us. 
Let'  us  emulato  the  simple  grandeur  of  his  character  and  honor 
his  memory  by  imitating  his  virtues. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

HENRY  S.  BABBITT, 
Former  Aid-de-Gamp  to  General  Georoe  II.  Thomas. 


216  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


FROM  LIEUTENANT  SCIDMORE. 

Pueblo,  Colorado  Territory,  October  30, 1870. 

Messrs.  John  Coon  and  others, 
COMMITTEE  : 

Your  favor  of  the  6th  inst.,  announcing  the 
Fourth  Annual  Eeunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the  21th  and  25th  of  November 
next,  is  before  me.  I  regret  very  much  that  urgent  business  will 
prevent  my  attendance.  It  would  most  certainly  be  a  pleasure  to 
one  belonging  to  our  Society  to  meet  in  this  Reunion  those  en- 
deared to  him  by  a  thousand  sacred  recollections — to  once  more 
clasp  by  the  hand  comrades  in  arras  who  nobly  responded  to  our 
country's  call  in  the  hour  of  danger.  The  death,  during  the  past 
year,  of  our  noble  and  patriotic  President,  Major  General  George 
H.  Thomas,  caused  sorrow  to  fill  the  hearts  of  all  who  served 
under  him.  We  remember  Thomas  only  as  the  true  and  tried 
soldier,  one  free  from  all  petty  jealousies,  a  man  on  whom  our 
Government  could  depend,  who  led  his  armies  on  to  victory,  and 
executed  with  zeal  and  fidelity  all  the  duties  intrusted  to  him — 
loved  by  the  nation  for  his  manliness  and  simplicity,  he  died  re- 
gretted by  the  American  people 

I  trust  your  Reunion  may  be  one  of  the  happiest  kind,  and 
that  those  favored  ones  of  our  Society  who  once  more  have  the 
privilege  of  responding  to  the  roll  call,  may  return  to  their  homes 
feeling  that  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  must  be 
perpetuated. 

G.  B.  SCIDMORE, 
Late  Lieut,  and  E.  C.  S.  Vtth  Mo.  Cav. 
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FROM  LIEUTENANT  SPOONER. 


Cincinnati,  November  8,  1870. 

Mr.  John  Coon, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 
DEAR  SIR: 

It  is  with  profound  regret  that  I  am  compelled 
to  be  absent  from  our  Annual  Reunion,  to  be  held  in  Cleveland, 
November  24th  and  25th  next.  With  many  assurances  that  you 
have  my  hearty  co-operation  and  good  wishes, 

I  am, 

Respectfully  yours, 

E.  1).  SPOONER, 
(Late)  First  Lieut.  5th  U.  S.  Artillery. 
P.  S.  Ploaso  continue  my  name  on  the  roll. 


FROM  LIEUTENANT  YAN  DICKEY. 


Franklin,  Ohio,  November  20,  1870. 
John  Coon  and  others, 

Committee  on  Invitations,  etc. 
GENTS: 

Your  circular  notifying  me  of  the  coming 
Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  be  held 
at  Cleveland  on  the  21th  and  25th  inst.,  was  received,  and  I  would 
have  replied  sooner,  but  I  was  still  living  in  hopes  that  I  might 
bo  able  to  be  present  in  person.  I  know  of  no  place  that  I  would 
prefer  attending  than  that  of  Cleveland.     And  the  interest  which 
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seems  to  have  centered  on  this  coming  occasion  produces  a  feel- 
ing of  regret  to  one,  who,  like  myself,  is  unable,  on  account  of 
sickness,  to  be  present.  A  deep  feeling  of  sorrow  prevails  in  the 
heart  of  every  soldier  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  at" the  loss  we 
have  sustained  in  the  death  of  our  distinguished  "President." 

Hoping  you  may  havo  a  good  attendance,  and  meet  with  suc- 
cess in  all  your  undertakings, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yours  truly, 

M.  VAN  DICKEY, 
First  Lieut.  Co.  B  9Wi  0.  V.  I. 


FEOM  ADJUTANT  EOYSE. 

Lafayette,  Indiana,  November  2,  1870. 
John  Coon  et  al., 
Committee,  etc. 

GENTLEMEN: 

Your  kind  invitation  to  meet  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  is  received,  and  I  had  hoped  to  be  with 
you  at  Cleveland  on  tho  24th  and  25th,  but  business  matters 
beyond  my  control  will  prevent  my  attendance,  which  is  a  mat- 
ter of  profound  regret  to  mo.  I  hope  the  meeting  will  be  a  suc- 
cess, and  have  no  doubt  it  will. 

Fraternally  yours, 

DAN'L  EOYSE, 

Ex-Adf  t  40/A  2nd.  Vols. 
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FROM  SERGEANT  NICHOLSON. 


Baltimore,  hid.,  November  2,  1S70. 

Messrs.  John  Coon  and  others, 
Committee  on  Invitation,  etc. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Your  circular,  inviting  my  presence  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  at 
Cleveland,  has  been  forwarded  to  me  from  Cincinnati.  It  would 
bo  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  attend  tho  meeting  of  our  com- 
rades, but  business  affairs  in  Baltimoro  do  not  permit  mo  to  give 
any  definite  answer  at  present.     You  can  onl}1"  count  mo  among  | 

tho  uncertain  members,  and  rely  upon  my  going  if,  when  tho  timo 

comes,  I  can.  ] 

Very  truly,  your  comrade, 

GEO.  B.  NICHOLSON. 


FROM  SERGEANT  COZINE. 


New  Hope,  Ky.,  October  23,  1870. 
Mr.  John  Coon, 

Chairman,  etc. 

DEAR  SIR: 

Yours  of  tho  6th  inst.,  containing  invitation  to 

bo  present  at  tho  Fourth  Annual  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 

Army  of  the  Cumberland,  came  to  hand  yesterday. 

Nothing,  I  assure  you,  would  afford  mo  moro  pleasure  than 

to  meet  with  tho  members  of  that  old    army  whoso   name  tho 

Society  bears,   and   I  desire  very  much  to   hear  tho  eulogy  on 

Major  General  Thomas,  because  ho  was  tho  President  of  our 

Society  and  the  last  and  most  beloved  commander,  and  every  way 
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worthy  of  the  praise  to  be  bestowed  upon  him;  but  I  find  some 
private  affairs  have  so  arranged  themselves  that  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  me  to  attend.  I  hope,  however,  there  may  be  a  full 
attendance  of  the  members  of  the  Society  on  this,  our  anniversary 
day,  and  also  our  National  Thanksgiving;  that  your  meeting  may 
be  harmonious,  and  abound  in  love,  and  each  member  be  led  to 
exclaim:  "Behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to 
dwell  together  in  unity." 

But  there  will  be  a  void  in  every  heart,  and  a  shadow  on 
every  brow,  caused  by  the  death  of  our  President  and  late,  best, 
and  most  beloved  commander,  Major  General  George  H. 
Thomas.  May  our  loss  knit  us  more  firmly  together  in  love,  and 
seal  more  securely  our  devotion  to  the  country  he  served  so  well, 
is  the  desiro  of  your  friend  and  comrade, 

JOHN  S.  COZINE. 
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OEDER  AND  SPECIFICATIONS 

OF    THE 

Badge  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 

ADOPTED  BY  THE  SOCIETY. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  June  19,  1865. 
General  Orders, 


No.  41. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  serving  in  this  vicinity,  held  at  the  Headquarters 
of  the  Artillery  Command  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  on  Satur- 
day, June  10th  inst.,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety 
of  adopting  a  badge  to  signalize  and  perpetuate  the  history  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  adopt  such 
a  badge,  and  the  following  officers  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
report  a  design  for  the  same: 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  J.  L.  Donaldson,  Chief  Quarter- 
master, Department  of  the  Cumberland  ; 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  E.  Opdyke,  Commanding  Brigade, 
Fourth  Corps ; 

Brevet  Colonel  W.  H.  Greenwood,  Assistant  Inspector  Gen- 
eral, Fourth  Corps; 

Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  L.  Foulke,  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry; 

Captain  R.  II.  Litson,  Twenty-second  Indiana  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. 


222  A^  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


On  motion,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  then 
adopted : 

Whereas,  Many  of  tbo  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
arc  about  to  abandon  the  profession  of  arms,  and  again  minglo 
in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  home — 

Resolved,  That,  in  parting  with  cacb  other,  we  do  so  with 
mingled  feelings  of  sorrow,  sadness,  and  pride — sorrow,  because 
friends,  bound  together  by  tics  formed  on  many  battle  fields,  must 
part;  sadness,  at  turning  our  backs  upon  the  thousand  fresh-made 
graves  of  our  brave  comrades;  and  pride,  because  it  has  been  our 
good  fortune  to  be  numbered  among  the  members  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  and  have  each  done  his  part  in  proving  to  the 
world  that  republics  have  the  ability  to  maintain  and  perpetuate 
themselves. 

Resolved,  That  in  parting,  we  do,  as  we  have  many  times  dono 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  renew  our  pledges  of  unending  fidelity 
to  each  other;  and  that,  in  whatever  position  in  life  we  may  hap- 
pen to  be,  we  will  never  permit  our  affections  to  be  estranged  from 
those  who  continue  to  fight  our  battles,  but  that  wo  will  sustain 
and  defend  them  at  all  times  and  in  all  proper  places. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  named  persons,  and  none  others, 
arc  authorized  to  wear  the  badge  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land : 

I.  All  soldiers  of  that  army  now  in  service  and  in  good 
standing ; 

II.  All  soldiers  who  formerly  belonged  to  that  army,  and  havo 
received  honorable  discharges  from  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  any  soldier  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
who  is  now  entitled  to  wear  the  badge  of  the  army,  who  may 
hereafter  bo  dishonorably  dismissed  the  service,  shall,  by  such  dis- 
charge, forfeit  the  right  to  wear  said  badge. 
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Resolved,  That  we  exhort  all  members  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  to  discountenance  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  any  un- 
authorized persons  to  arrogate  to  themselves  honor  to  which  they 
are  not  entitled,  by  wearing  our  badge. 

k 

The  badge  committee  then  invited  all  to  send  in  designs,  and 
announced  that  the  committee  would  be  open  to  receive  until 
9  a.  m.  Wednesday,  June  14. 

The  badge  described  in  the  accompanying  specifications,  hav- 
ing, since  that  date,  been  selected  by  the  committee,  the  same  is 
adopted,  and  is  hereby  announced  as  the  badge  of  the  Army  of  the 

Cumberland. 

I 

By  Command  op  Major  General  Thomas.  , 

WILLIAM  D.  WHIPPLE, 

Brigadier  General  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


\ 
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SPECIFICATIONS   FOR  BADGE   OP  THE   ARMY  OF  THE 
CUMBERLAND. 


1.  Star — Five-pointed.     Suspended,  point  upward.     Frosted,  gold 

or  silver,  with  polished  edge  one  twenty-fourth  of  an  inch 
wide. 

Points  of  Star  blunt  or  very  slightl}"  rounded.     Radius 
of  Circle  of  outer  points   nine-tenths  of  an   inch,  of  inner  [. 

points  four  and  a  half  tenths  of  an  inch.  i 

2.  Triangle — Id  center  of  Star,  point  upward.     Frosted,  gold  or 

silver,  with  polished  edge  one    twenty-fourth  of  an   inch  I 

wide,  elevated  above  Star  one  thirty-second  of  an  inch,  or 
engraved,  if  wearer  chooses.     Triangle  of  such  size   as  to  } 

leave  space  around  it  in  frosted  part  of  the  Star. 

3.  Acorn — In  center  of   Triangle,  polished,  gold  or  silver,  with 

frosted  cap  and  polished  stem,  in  alto  relievo,  or  engraved. 
Acorn  of  such  size,  as  to  leave  space  around  it  in  frosted 
part  of  Triangle.  Enameled  natural  color,  if  the  wearer 
chooses. 

4.  Ribbon— Silk,  Red,  White,  and  Blue,  three-quarters  of  an  inch 

wide,  one  and  one-fourth  inches  long. 

5.  Pin — Concave,  oval,  live-tenths  of  an  inch  long,  two  and  a  half 

tenths  of  an  inch  wide.  Frosted,  gold  or  silver,  with  pol- 
ished edge  raised.  Laurel  wreath  surrounding  oval,  which 
is  supported  at  both  sides  by  pillars.  Oval  to  be  one-six- 
teenth of  an  inch  above  wreath,  with  "  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland" engraved  therein.  Entire  oval  between  pillars, 
seven  and  a  half  tenths  of  an  inch  long. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  I. 

The  name  and  title  of  this  Association  shall  be  the  "Soci- 
ety of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,"  and  said  Society  shall 
include  every  officer  and  soldier  who  has  at  any  time  served  with 
honor  in  that  army. 

Honorary  members  may  bo  elected  from  those  officers  who 
have  become  distinguished  in  any  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States. 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  the  fortunes  and  achievements  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland ;  to  preserve  that  unanimity  of  loyal  sentiment, 
and  that  kind  and  cordial  feeling  which  has  been  an  eminent 
characteristic  of  this  army,  and  the  main  element  of  the  power 
and  success  of  its  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  the  Union. 
The  history  and  glory  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to 
this  army,  who  have  fallen  either  on  the  field  of  battle,  or  other- 
wise in  the  line  of  their  duty,  shall  be  a  permanent  and  sacred 
trust  to  this  Society,  and  every  effort  shall  be  made  to  collect  and 
preserve  the  proper  memorials  of  their  services,  to  inscribe  their 
names  upon  the  roll  of  honor,  and  transmit  their  fame  to  pos- 
terity. It  shall  also  be  the  object  and  bounden  duty  of  this  Soci- 
ety to  relieve,  as  far  as  possible,  the  families  of  such  deceased 
officers  and  soldiers  when  in  indigent  circumstances,  either  by  the 
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voluntary  contributions  of  the  members,  or  in  such  other  manner  as 
they  may  determine  when  the  cases  are  brought  to  their  attention. 
This  provision  shall  also  hereafter  apply  to  the  suffering  families 
of  those  members  of  the  Society  who  may,  in  the  future,  be  called 
hence,  and  the  welfare  of  the  soldier's  widow  and  orphan  shall 
forever  be  a  holy  trust  in  the  hands  of  his  surviving  comrades. 

ARTICLE  III. 

For  the  purpose  of  effecting  these  objects  the  Society  shall  be 
organized  by  the  annual  election  of  a  President,  and  aYice  Presi- 
dent from  each  State  having  soldiers  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, to  be  nominated  by  members  from  the  several  States,  a  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  a  Eecording  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer. 

The  Society  shall  meet  once  in  every  year;  the  time  and 
place  of  the  next  meeting  to  be  selected  by  ballot  at  each  meeting. 
All  members  of  the  Society  who  are  prevented  by  any  cause  from 
personally  attending  are  expected  to  notify  the  Corresponding 
Secretary,  and  to  impart  such  information  in  regard  to  themselves 
as  they  may  think  proper,  and  as  may  be  of  interest  to  their 
brethren  of  the  Society. 

Having  a  fraternal  feeling  for,  and  honoring  the  glorious 
efforts  of,  our  brothers  in  arms  belonging  to  other  armies  who 
have  shared  with  us  the  service  of  saving  our  Government,  the 
President  and  either  of  the  Yice  Presidents  shall  be  authorized  to 
invite  the  attendance  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States  armies 
at  any  of  our  annual  meetings. 
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BY-LAWS. 

I.  All  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  opened  by  prayer  to 
Almighty  God  by  a  former  chaplain  of  the  army,  or  by  a  minister 
of  tho  gospel,  to  be  selected  for  the  occasion  by  the  president  of 
the  Society. 

II.  Every  officer  and  soldier  desiring  to  become  a  member  of 
this  Society  shall,  upon  signing  the  constitution,  pay  to  the  treas- 
urer the  sum  of  five  dollars  as  an  initiation  fee,  and  thereafter  the 
like  sum  of  five  dollars  per  annum,  as  yearly  dues;  and  shall 
thereupon  be  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society, 
when  published,  free  of  charge. 

III.  Any  member  who  shall  be  in  arrears  for  dues  for  a  period 
of  two  years  shall  have  his  name  dropped  from  the  rolls. 

IV.  All  moneys  paid  out  by  the  treasurer  shall  be  upon  the 
written  order  of  the  recording  secretary,  approved  by  the  written 
consent  of  the  president;  and  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society,  the  treasurer  shall  make  a  full  report  of  his  receipts  and 
disbursements. 

V.  When  the  place  of  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this  Society 
shall  be  decided  upon,  the  president  shall  appoint  an  executive 
committee  of  three  (3)  members,  resident  at  such  place,  or  contig- 
uous thereto,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  all  needful  prepara- 
tions and  arrangements  for  such  meeting. 
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VI.  That  prior  to  the  final  adjournment  of  the  Society,  at 
such  annual  meeting  thereof,  the  president  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  three  members,  resident  of  the  city  in  which  such  meet- 
ing shall  be.  and  not  officers  of  the  Society,  as  a  committee  on 
bills  and  claims,  and  to  such  committee  all  claims  against  the 
Societ}T,  of  whatsoever  character,  should  be  referred  for  investi- 
gation and  allowance  before  being  paid. 

VII.  No  member  of  the  Society  shall  speak  more  than  once 
on  any  question  of  business,  and  no  longer  than  five  minutes 
without  the  consent  of  the  Society  first  obtained. 

VIII.  At  eaeh  annual  meeting  there  shall  be  selected,  in  such 
manner  as  the  Societj^  shall  determine,  from  the  members  of  the 
Society,  a  person  to  deliver  an  address  upon  the  history  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  the  objects  of  the  Society,  at  the 
next  annual  meeting. 

IX.  Cushincfs  Manual  of  Parliamentary  Law  shall  be  author- 
ity for  the  government  and  regulation  of  all  meetings  of  this 
Society. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


THE    FOLLOWING    LTST    GIVES    THE    RANK     AND    POST-OFFICE    ADDRESS 

OF  EACH  MEMBER  ;  ' 

Abbott,  Will  A.,  Captain  79th  Indiana  Inf.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Adae,  Carl  A.  G.,  Captain  4th  Ohio  Cav.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Adams,  W.  A.,  Brevet  Brigadier  General  U.  S.  V.,  Morgantown,  ; 

Ind. 
Allen,  Theo.  F.,  Brevet  Colonel  U.  S.  V.,  Cincinnati,  0.  ) 

Ammen,  Jacob,  Brigadier  General  U.  S.  V.,  Lockland,  O. 
Ambrose,  James  R.,  Captain  Co.  A  2d  Ohio  Inf.,  Springfield,  0. 
Andalbu,  E.  L.,  Captain  72d  Ohio  Inf. 
Anderson,  E.  G.,  Co.  C  74th  Indiana  Inf. 
Anderson,  E.  L.,  Captain  52d  Ohio  Inf.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Anderson,  II.  Lee,  Captain  2d  Ohio  Inf.,  Zanesville,  O. 
Anderson,  M.  T.,  Captain  51st  Indiana  Inf.,  Eed  Oak  Junction, 

Iowa. 
Anderson,  N.  L.,  Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  V.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Andrews,  J.  S.,  Captain  6th  Michigan  Battery,  Adrian,  Mich. 
Andrews,  N.  S.,  Colonel  12th  U.  S.  C.  Art.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Armstrong,  William  F.,  Captain  74th  Ohio  Inf.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Arnold,  M.  F.,  Sergeant  12th  Indiana  Inf.,  Morgantown,  Ind. 
Ashbrook,  A.  P.,  Lieutenant  17th  Ohio  Inf.,  Lancaster,  0. 
Atkins,  Smith  D.,  Brevet  Major  General  U.  S.  V.,  Freeport,  III. 
Atwater,  M.  B.,  Captain  51st  Illinois  Inf.,  Newtown,  Iowa. 

Babbitt,  A.  T.,  Captain  93d  Ohio  Inf.,  Toledo,  O. 

Babbitt,  Henry  S.,  31st  Ohio  Inf.,  Aid-de-Camp,  Columbus,  0. 
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Babcock,  E.  E.,  Hospital  Steward  88th  Illinois  Inf.,  Freeport,  111. 

Babcock,  S.,  Lieutenant  1st  Wisconsin  Inf.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Bacon,  C.  IT.,  Surgeon  13th  U.  S.  Cav.,  Lockport,  111. 

Bailey,  0.  II.,  Lieut.  Colonel  73d  Indiana  Inf.,  Plymouth,  Ind. 
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